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Cover: Bill and Lara Pollard on their Penny Farthings, Hambleden, Photo Karen Musgrave Hill. This page: Small white butterfly on spear thistle.
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Weekday Services

Wednesday - 9.30am, Zoom
Daily Prayer - 10.15am, Holy

Communion, Turville

Emergencies:
If you are unable to contact the Group
Priests, please get in touch with your

churchwarden. (see pages 26 and 27)

All contributions are welcome, to the
Editor, Penny McLeish
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

3 Abbey Cottages, Ferry Lane,
Medmenham SL7 2HB
Telephone 01491 571288

Please keep articles within 350 words. Copy
deadline is 15th of the month.

Printed by Higgs and Co Printers Ltd.,
Henley-on-Thames.




GROUP LETTER

Group Letter

Water. After a dry winter and spring, the hose pipe bans
started from mid-July, when I penned this piece. Three heat
waves so far and virtually no rain. The harvests are stunted
and the Earth is cracking open. [ hope the Hambleden
Brook does not dry up again as it has in many previous
years. | think it is still fed by the 2014 winter (certainly not
by the last one!).

And so, we are reminded again what a basic necessity water is for our very survival. In
the heat, it is water that can cool us the quickest (I envy all those with swimming pools).
Dehydration can cause more health problems in the summer than the cold does in our
increasingly mild winters. I wish all those travelling abroad in August for the traditional
school holidays will have the weather they hoped for, which is probably dry and sunny.
May they have unrestricted access to the sea/pools; and may they be conservative with
their use of water: drier countries have it worse than us.

For those staying in England for August, you will want it to continue warm and sunny
for your staycation. Gardeners and farmers are praying for rain. Having said that, I
note the forecast for St Swithin’s day, 15th July, is rain. If 40 days of rain do then
indeed follow, those farmers and gardeners should be relieved.

On hotter days, our grandson's favourite activity is putting his hands under the kitchen
tap, delighting in the sensation of tepid water trickling through his fingers. There is an
absolute magic about water, as well as it being life-sustaining.

So, if it rains this August, give thanks to God. If it remains sunny and warm, give thanks
to God. And in all this, as we drink and enjoy our water, remember what Jesus said
to the woman at the well: “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

Andy Storch

PRINTING

& OFFICE SUPPLIES

HIGGS

Booklets ¢ Brochures * Magazines ¢Leaflets ¢ Business Cards * Letterheads
Banners ¢ Posters * Pull up Banners
Design * Print « Copying * Office Supplies * Plan Printing
FAST, LOCAL, PERSONAL SERVICE

Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD
T: 01491 419429 E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

lieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| =ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




RACKLEYS

ChLer Gl

Nestled in the heart of Buckinghamshire is a beautiful wedding and
events venue.

Lovingly restored from a traditional farm, Rackleys Chiltern Hills is a
bright, light-filled barn that accommodates 120 guests, expandable to
150 with evening guests. Set among stunning gardens with views of
the surrounding Chiltern Hills, it's the perfect-romantic setting for

loving couples hoping to tie the knot.

The beautifully restored farm is over 300 years old with its name
honouring its first tenant farmer back in the 18th century. Both the
barn itself and the grounds are licensed for civil weddings, with seven

sprawling acres at your disposal.

hello@rackleys.co.uk | 01494 412515
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QW(H Church!

Wild with Water - Wild Church by the river,
Sunday 13th July

It was such a pleasure to be part of this wonderful
and engaging service this afternoon. Being given
the opportunity to worship outside, celebrating
God surrounded by his creation, sparks a unique
peacefulness that is so often absent from our
daily routine. In particular on the riverside, it
was a brilliant setting for passive outreach, with
those visiting the river separately from the service
choosing to join in too, including some canoeists
who moored up to participate. For my mum, it was
her first Wild Church service, and she said it was
lovely to be part of a different type of worship in
such a beautiful setting.

The setting of the trees, river and ducks brings
home the importance of considering the world
God has provided for us in all we do, and the
hymns were perfectly chosen to cement this while
also being great to sing (Guide Me O Thou Great
Redeemer is one of my favourites). But making
water purifiers from simple materials also brought
home the stark differences between our community
and others elsewhere who are not so fortunate. It
was a fantastic activity in which the children were
able to actively participate and clearly saw the
results of their efforts. My kids loved making them!
And it provided an opportunity to demonstrate to
them, and a reminder for all of us, how difficult it
is for so many who do not have ready access to
clean water.

[ really would encourage you all, whatever age,
to join us for the next Wild Church service in
September - celebrating God outdoors certainly
helps me find an island of peace among hectic

family life, and this unique and special form of
worship makes me feel closer to Him than ever.

God bless,
Nicky, Jean, Lizzy and Alex

Swild Church!

Do join us for our next and future
Wild Church in 2025!

There will be no meeting in August as Wild
Church takes a holiday. Join us again on:

Sunday 14th September 3pm:
Making Wild Harvest Sheaves, Colstrope

Sunday 12th October 3pm:
Wild Bread Making TBC, Harvest in Frieth

%

Sunday 9th November:
Wild Church at Remembrance

At Wild Church we meet outdoors at
different venues on the 2" Sunday of the
month. Everyone is warmly welcome!

Wild Church Team:

Rev Sue Morton 07808 517347 or
suemorton131@gmail.com

Mary Campbell
grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com

Magdalena Dabrowska
somd10206@gmail.com




The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




Th Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach

{_'I:
Pe de St E . 1 we offer a calendar of antique & decorative
auctions along with comprehensive

valuations services

- Sourced & Sold Locally -
Inviting consignments for our forthcoming auctions

For a free and confidential auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS
+44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com



Community Matters

As the long school holidays approach, it can be a
time of anxiety for parents as they face the demands
of providing mid-day meals for their children which
they would otherwise have had at school, in addition
to finding ways of entertaining them that are cost
free. Fortunately, because of kind donations from
many people Community Matters has been able to
offer four children a place on the holiday scheme
which is run from Lane End Community Centre for
two weeks during the summer school holiday. There
are activities for children between the ages of 5-12
and this includes food and drink.

Recently we were given two children’s car seats
in perfect condition and they were just what were
needed for a pair of young twins from one of our
families, our grateful thanks to the couple who
donated them.

As always, we thank you all for the donations you
so generously give. It makes a huge difference in
responding to the ongoing need from the 25 families
we currently support.

Blessings, Judy Taylor

in the Grest Harn
Ranor Fa
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GROUP NOTES

Having Fun for a Good Cause
in The Hambleden Valley

Sunday 1st June was another fun filled day on our
vintage tractors in the beautiful Chiltern Hills. After
last year's Fawley Hill Vintage Extravaganza we
were back to our more standard format, assembling
early in the morning at Hanger Farm’s splendid
field with its amazing views. With thanks to James
Jackson and his family.

We had 68 vintage tractors taking part this year
and the 80" Anniversary of VE Day theme was
well represented across all participants, tractors and
trailers. The weather was just perfect as we enjoyed
bacon butties and hot drinks provided by Louise
Meakes and her team. This year the social side of
this long running event was clear to see. So many
friendships were renewed across the community as
every year the event brings together people from all
walks of life.

Rev Andy Storch provided the tractor run blessing.
Poignantly, Andy spoke about the loss of a long-
time tractor run driver and supporter, Peter Warner,
who sadly passed away the day before the run.
Peter’s family were in attendance and have been the
backbone of the marshalling team since this event
started. We are most grateful to them all.

Once the convoy of 68 tractors and trailers set off the
familiar hum of the old engines filled the air and was
arelaxing beat to the steady train as it trundled away
following each other.




GROUP NOTES, WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

Our lunch this year was at Wycombe Air Park and
what lovely hosts they were. To our thrill, the airfield’s
full operational activities continued throughout our
stay. The photos below are at the airfield - tractor
parking under the tower and Winston Churchill, aka
Richard Best, calling the raffle after a wonderous
Churchillian speech from VE Day.

i

There were a few small breakdown issues, a head
gasket, a puncture, and a faulty coil on a Ferguson
TEA20. Henry Anderson is seen below fixing the
problem while the driver (Caspar Grundy) waits so he
can continue the run. All the tractors got home safely.
The main objective is raising funds for the Thames
Valley Air Ambulance. Another RECORD amount
was raised this year - £10,087.55. THANK
YOU to everyone.

Ben Hargreaves, Sam Newcombe and Paul Austin
have provided the photos included in this article.

Gary Anderson

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society

FNHS do not have a meeting in August as,
historically, we have found that too many of our
members are away. We will be back in September
with full details next month.

Meanwhile, during this hot, dry spell please spare a
thought for our wildlife which suffers too. Leave out
a dish of clean water so that visiting creatures can
drink. If this contains a few stones above the water
surface, or is topped up to the rim, bees and other
insects can also drink.

Mary Webb

HAMBLEDEN
Musical Entertainment at Church Teas

Church Teas is fortunate this year to have more
musical entertainment than usual. We started off
with Jo, our musical director, giving us some lovely
piano music. On 20th July she is giving an organ
recital at 3pm, but this magazine might be too late
to reach you before this date. On 27th July we
have the wonderful violinist duo who have kindly
entertained us for the past 3 years. Sadly, this is their
only appearance this year.

August brings us a Ukelele group on 3rd August, and
on 10th August Jo has kindly organised a jazz band.
The musical entertainment finishes on 17th August
with the Hambleden Valley Choir.

This is not, of course the end of Church Teas which
run until 28th September. We also have the Revs
Andy Storch and Sue Morton running the teas on
31st August. (I feel sure they would welcome any
cake donations!).

On the hottest Sunday, Gareth and Arnaud ready

Continued on page 11



_ HIGH-END CARE

Hamilton IN YOUR OWN HOME
(—3 George

Care Hamilton George Care allows you to stay in the
home you love, with the ongoing support of
OUR LIVE-IN your chosen private carer. Working with you

and your family, we take the time to understand

SERVICES . .
who you are and how you want to live your life.

Housekeeping &
Companionship

Rehabilitation

06 Hamilton George Care are true

hamiltongeorgecare.com lifesavers. Their support is consistently
0330 1470 2866 five-star, always going above and

beyond expectations. 99

charnwood

EXCEFTIONAL FIRES

C ing stove .
s and fitting. Tel: 01865 341 452 oA

olaces.co.uk

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk




NUBODI PILATES

Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an

energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info.

1206_Credit Johnn

Discover Oaken Grove Vineyard, a 40-year-old hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills,

where award-winning English wines come to life. This family-run boutique vineyard,

tucked neatly between Henley-on-Thames and Marlow, produces exceptional still
and sparkling wines—fresh and modern, from grapes bursting with flavour.

Join us for a vineyard tour and tasting experience, or soak in the atmosphere at
one of our live jazz music events or foodie pop-ups. Planning a special event?
Our covered wine terrace and elegant Tasting Room are available for corporate
gatherings, private parties, weddings, workshops and wellness events.

Visit us and savour the taste of English excellence.

Oaken Grove Vineyard, Benhams Lane, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6JG
oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
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to start serving a delicious array of cakes together
with their famous quiches, which people wait to buy
every year, photo Sharon Smith.

Penny Wright

: ) .
St MARY’S HAM
church bells will rlng out in cel-

bration to mark 80 years since

. Victory in Japan day
'10.30 Saturday 16th August |

In Hambleden Village

In Hambleden village, so lovely and fair,

With hollyhocks nodding in warm summer air,

The Post Office bustles with toasties and cheer,

And stories and laughter are shared through the year.

The church by the stream with its welcoming door,
Has stood through the ages and witnessed the war.
Now Rev Andy greets us with kindness and grace,
As worship and friendship fill this special place.

Up high in the tower—eight bells standing proud—
Ring out their music, joyful and loud.

Each Friday they gather, the ringers, good friends,
From quarter to seven until eight o’clock’s end.

The bells ring for Sundays, for weddings and more,
For royal occasions, they peal and they roar.

And now for a moment both moving and grand—

To mark the war’s end, bringing peace to the land.

11

HAMBLEDEN

Around us the village is lively and bright,

The Sports Club’s events on a warm summer night,
With cricket and football and cheers from the crowd,
A wonderful community, friendly and proud.

So join us in Hambleden, bunting unfurled,
As the bells tell the story to village and world.
Eighty years on, may their echoes convey
Our thanks and our hope on this Victory Day.

Jon Broughton

West Wycombe Chamber Music Festival

It's just over six weeks
until the West Wycombe
Chamber Music Festival
concerts, which will run from
September  18th-20th  in
Hambleden Parish Church.

Festival director, the
legendary  viola  player,
Lawrence Power is currently
finalising details of the five
concerts, which are based on
the theme of homeland, travel and nostalgia. There
will be an array of star performers of international
celebrity and repute. Lawrence Power will be joined
by the astounding violinist Vilde Frang (see photo)
and the cellist Nicholas Altstaedt, as well as regular
festival favourites: pianist Simon Crawford-Phillips,
cellist John Myerscough, violist Tim Ridout and
archlutenist Sergio Bucheli - to name but a few.

For details of the Festival, to learn about the Friends
Scheme or for ticket information, please wvisit
https://westwycombemusic.org.uk

Alternatively you can reach Carol Power on
01494 528659 / 07948 897148 or by e-mail to
tickets@westwycombemusic.org.uk

Robert Morley

Theo’s Epic Ringing World National
Youth Contest Adventure

On Saturday 5th July, [ joined the Bucks and Berks
Young Ringers (that's B&BYR if you're cool like
us) for a ringing-tastic day out at the Ringing World
National Youth Contest in Birmingham. We had a
full team of eight ringers — just enough to ring the
whole set.

We set off from Marlow way too early, but that



HAMBLEDEN

was instantly forgiven
when the party bus
kicked into gear. There
was a disco, and —
most importantly -
chocolate waffles.

First Stop: St Peter’s,
Harborne. This was a
lovely ring of 8 — but
the tenor bell had
attitude. It just wouldn’t
stand properly! 1 liked
their pinboard - it had sticker charts to track your
progress, which is a great idea. Also, ringing bell 4
meant standing in a little nook, which made you feel
like a secret agent ringer.

Next Up: Bellstravaganza at St Martin’s. This tower
is BONKERS. It has sixteen bells — the only one like
it in the UK! Ringing there is like being in a heavy
metal concert. There are so many bells, the sound
crashes in like a giant guitar strum. [ rang the 8. Or
maybe the 9? Hard to say when there are ropes
everywhere. Our team leader was impressed —
ringing on 16 bells is no joke, and this was a first
for most of us!

Before our next tower, we had a go on two mini-
rings — tiny bells you can ring anywhere. They’re

.

fiddly: you have to twist your hands in a weird
spaghetti pose, but [ figured it out and managed 120
changes of Bob Doubles. The person running the
ring said it was the nicest sounding ringing all day.

Game Time at St Barnabas. Now it was time for the
real deal: the competition tower. Things got spicy.
My tail end flew out during the practice, and in the
real test, it came untucked halfway through. So Irang
with a floppy rope slapping me in the face the whole
time. Did I give up? NO. [ powered through like a
true tower wizard. Bonus drama: the 3 and 4 ringers
had to stand way too close together, the 4 bell was
shouting louder than the rest, and the 7-rope looked
like it had blood on it. Mental metal. Afterwards, we
strutted out of the church like champions.

Continued on page 17
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Turville Northend Village Hall

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, VWWeddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]




slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner

www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

| —

botele & glass INMN

hari street TAVERN
BINFIELD HEATH

HEHLEY ON THAMES
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Church Services and Events

From The Registers

Holy Baptism

June 22 Matilda Jane Parsons Hambleden
June 22 Thomas Parsons Hambleden
Holy Matrimony

June 21 Charles Merefield and Hannah Miles Hambleden
Rest in Peace

June 20 Marie-France Field Thanksgiving and Ashes Burial, Hambleden
June 25 (Roy) lan Powles Funeral, Hambleden
July 4 Iona Shearer Ashes Burial, Hambleden
July 4 Professor Brian Bond Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 10 Caroline Campbell-Jones Cremation

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL TYREFITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2025

Pattern of Worship August 2025
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with
Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on
Wednesdays is at Turville. Please check our website
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator
Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 - hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

Sunday Services

10am Group
3rd August Service
9am Holy
Communion
10th August
11am Holy 11am Holy
Communion Communion
8am BCP Holy
9am Holy Communion
17th August Communion
10am Lay-led
Morning Worship|  11am Village
Service
9am Holy
Communion 9.30am Holy
Communion
24th August 1lam Hgly 1lam Hc.le
Communion Communion
6pm Evensong
8am BCP Holy
Communion
31st August
11am Holy
Communion
11am Group
7th September Service (note
change of time)
Albers Studio Gardens

Highly experienced gardener with great eye for planting and design.
Free appraisals.
Hambleden and beyond.......
info@albersstudio.co.uk 07752 269721 www.albersstudio.co.uk

15



a jSljln Throu Window Cleaning
‘c‘)\
. OFFICES HOUSES
[ < @ FLATS GUTTERS
- Barrie.nowlan@sky.com Mobile 07825 241469

’ Danesfield Gardens

' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Isabel McCrindle
Phone: 01628 484509 and Hannah McCrindle

[ 4 »
\T%T v

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lane 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572 Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01753 891892

All breeds of Dogs and Cats * Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

e MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
. o PROFESSIONAL & CARING
. - With 36 Years' Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm < Hambleden

U(Z\« ) Henley-on-Thames - Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140
C O A T 6’ TA | LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone I Established
01491 574644 ﬁ"B ETSHEPPARD 1906

MOMNUMENTAL MASONS

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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We walked to Erdington Abbey to ring with other
teams from literally everywhere: Bath, Birmingham,
Cumbria, Cornwall, Wales, = Winchester...
I'd list them all, but we'd be here all day.
It was a nice ring - though the ringing room was a bit
squishy — and after all that, | was exhausted.

The results were announced in a packed church
full of young ringers. I couldn’t believe how many
kids my age were into bells! Then came the news:
B&BYR came 2nd! In a ringing world competition.

We climbed back on the party bus, celebrated like
legends, and disco’d our way back to Marlow. I'll
never forget the ringing, the people, or that stupid
tail end that tried to sabotage me. Bring on next
year. Bring on Nottingham. And bring more waffles.

Theo Boughton, Age 10,
Official Tower Wizard

FAWLEY
Midsummer Supper

The second, extremely
successful,  Midsummer
Supper was held in Fawley
Church on Saturday 21st
June, organised very
. competently by Marsha
George and Liz Downing
. again, ably assisted by a
team of helpers.

It was a fabulous summer evening so there were
drinks outside in the churchyard before going into
the church for the meal. With the two front pews
temporarily removed, several long tables were
beautifully decorated and the table plan was cleverly
devised to enable some different dinner companions.
A delicious meal was provided by Steve Luscombe,
and the wine was generously donated. This meant

17

HAMBLEDEN AND FAWLEY

a grand total of £2,380 was raised by the Friends of
Fawley Church.

A most enjoyable evening.
Hilary Beck-Burridge

Tennis Tournament

Men’s doubles photo Rolf Harrison

In Fawley, the last Sunday of June was dominated
by the village’s charity Tennis Tournament, which
was first held some forty years ago.

Lavishly organised by Rolf Harrison, the players
assembled in blistering heat at 10am on their various
courts for their preliminary rounds of men’s and
mixed doubles. After lunch the four winning pairs
gathered for the finals at Rolf's magnificent mansion,



FAWLEY AND FRIETH

where his wife Shareen had laid on a banquet with
Pimm’s by way of tea.

After two closely fought finals, Julia Ogilvy and Philip
de Ayala emerged as winners in the mixed, over
the Maskells; and Rolf himself, a former Davis Cup
player, and Freddie Lait won the men’s doubles,
beating the previous winners Huttie Swinglehurst
and my son James.

Generous prizes were presented by Lady Judy
McAlpine, and everyone finally departed not only
more suntanned but also considerably less sober.

William Ingram

FRIETH
Frieth School
Year 6 Residential

Year 6 children had the most fantastic time away at
The River Dart Country Park. It was a week full of
adventure, resilience, bravery and most importantly
fun! The children were a credit to the school and let
their light shine throughout.

Beale Park

Year 2 had an exciting time visiting Beale Wildlife
Park. They saw a Ring-Tailed Lemur, Snowy Owls,

18

a Carpathian Lynx and had a train ride around the
park which was the highlight of the visit!

|

Brooklands Museum

Year 1 had an
amazing time exploring
Brooklands Museum.
There was so much to
see and learn about
transport through history.
A big thank you to all

the staff and volunteers
" for making it such a
| fantastic day!

¢

’ ki
Lady Ryder Memorial Garden

Kites class braved the heat and had a wonderful
morning at the Lady Ryder Memorial Garden.
Linking with their science topic, they learnt all about
the functions of different parts of a plant.

Higher, faster, stronger... Frieth’'s Sports Day
2025 was a vibrant event, peppered with
determination, excellence and joy. Our new
Champions belong to Rowling house. The memories
will live long for us all.

Continued on page 21



Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

v/ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL
v PET URINE TREATMENTS

v MOTH REPELLENT

v/ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

Call or visit "KERLY Yz vy Y eI LI

ABFAB CLEANING.CO.UK

Award Wiqning _
o vPErYs
% ™ FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS i

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses. =

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers Opening Times

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Telephone : 01494 881660 Sat 8.30am - 4pm
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk Sun 9am - 2pm
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
* Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

Ly % 2 el

} 3 ' 3 i TPy il
Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 ~

www.tomalins.couk office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans.

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
#NFB

Harsine emmeen o Jel g

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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What a sports week it was! The children enjoyed
a full week of wonderful experiences including
lacrosse, skateboarding, a climbing wall, fencing,
cheerleading and we even had a visit from an
Olympic athlete and a Gladiator! They definitely
achleved thelr 60 minutes of exerc1se per day!

Tag Rugby

What a fantastic opportunity for our girls’ rugby team
who took part in a rugby festival at Northampton
Saints home ground, Franklin’s Gardens. The
children did the school proud, playing some beautiful
rugby and showed skill, determination, respect and
sportsmanship throughout the day. We also enjoyed
a tour of the stadium, met an England rugby player
and learnt all about the tactics Northampton Saints
use to get a competitive edge over the opposition!
Well done girls!

Martin Gosling, Headteacher
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FRIETH AND FINGEST

FINGEST
Fingest Great Barn Opera

We are delighted to be welcoming Diva Opera
to perform in the Great Barn at Fingest for the
twentieth year. This year's operas will be Don
Pasquale by Donizetti on Saturday 6th September
and The Marriage of Figaro by Mozart on Saturday
13th September. Tickets are still available for
both operas, but Premium tickets (£115) for Don
Pasquale have already sold out.

There are many people who tell us how much they
look forward to coming every year from London
and Oxford as well as locally. Last year a regular
supporter from Dulwich wrote: “We have come with
different friends each year and all have loved the
historic barn and high standard of performance as
well as the welcome and friendly atmosphere”

The operas raise funds for three wonderful charities:
Child Bereavement UK, Action Medical Research for
Children and Médecins Sans Frontieres. Last year
we raised £25,000 for the charities!

We hope you might come and join us for
one of the operas. Please see our website:
www.fingestgreatbarnopera or email
fingestgreatbarnopera@gmail.com

Sylvia Crowther, 01491 638474
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MANOR FARM, FINGEST
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon, RG9 6QE
Saturday 13th September 2025 at 6pm

E

Tickets £115 / £100
Email:fingestgreatbarnopera@gmail.com
www.fingestgreatbarnopera.co.uk
(01491 638474)
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TURVILLE AND MEDMENHAM

TURVILLE

The Artists at Turville Studios are having
a ‘Late Summer Exhibition’!

Do join us for a weekend of art and some sparkling
(and non-sparkling) refreshments over the weekend
of 6th and 7th September from 1lam-4pm each
day. All six professional artists will be open in their
studios showcasing a diverse array of contemporary
works including printworks, paintings, photography
and pottery.

Come and browse limited edition and original
works from local artists, two of whom have recently
been exhibiting in the Saatchi Gallery and Royal
Academy, London. All works are available to buy
and commissions can also be taken.

Plenty of parking, dogs welcome.

Rachel Wallace

MEDMENHAM
Music in Medmenham

On 21st June 2025 a second sell-out concert was
presented by Music in Medmenham this time

featuring the Harmony Belles Choir.

On the most beautiful summer solstice evening in
the perfect setting of St Peter and St Paul’s Church,
Medmenham, the talented Harmony Belles choir
treated the audience to a joyful, uplifting selection of
catchy well known musical theatre and movie songs.
Led by their musical director Anne Fairbrother, the
choir sang with passion and gusto. Special guests - a
male quartet from the Thames Valley Chorus - also
entertained us with a selection of numbers topped
off with Frank Sinatra’s New York, New York.

On this warm, balmy evening guests were able
to enjoy barbecue food and drinks before the
concert. It was a fabulous event bringing people
in the community together and at the same time
raising funds for Dementia Action, Marlow. We
are delighted to say that over £1,400 was raised
for the charity and a smaller donation was given
to the church and the First Responders who
provided first aid cover.

Music in Medmenham’s next event is a Jazz
Concert on 20th September hold the date!

Diana Anderson

Healthy Bvens

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY
www.healthyovens.co.uk

Professional Oven Cleaning Services

A CLEAN OVEN IS A HAPPY OVEN!

Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy
Get Your Oven Cleaned TODAY!

info@healthyovens.co.uk

t 01491 714012




Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers * Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery * Tracks and Poles ¢

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

DESIGN HOME DECORATORS

| KrrcHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

Bill Simons
Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341 Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase
not coinciding, travelling, house building work,
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to
sell your house more quickly - we offer a .
friendly and flexible local service. .

With competitive rates, secure storage

and hassle free 24/7 access, STORE

contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189 404163 www.barn-store.co.uk |
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ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles.
Family cottage with garden.
Sleeps 6. Quiet lane with
footpath leading to huge sandy
beach. Excellent surfing, walking
golf. Very reasonable rents. Beck-
Burridge 01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage
by the beach, sleeps 8. Available
for holiday lets. Contact Mandy
Heller on 01491 638355 or
johnheller@poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon.
Three bedroom cottage, recent
refurb, stunning estuary views,
quiet & close to town centre,
sleeps six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets throughout
year, 01491 577344,

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2,
available for 2-5 nights. An ideal
peaceful location for exploring
this beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks, beaches,
wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk

for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming.
Hand-stripping, Clipping,
Scissoring, Bathing, Nails.

Louise McTeague, 4 Dairy Lane,
Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames,
Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 01491
579442. Member of British Dog
Groomers Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking? If so then please
contact Tom on 07866 683383.

Fed up going to the
hairdressers?

Then let me come to you at
home anywhere in the
Hambleden Valley. I've been
cutting ladies hair (£50 for a

cut & dry) and men’s hair/beards
(£20-£25) for over

30 years - all ages. I also
specialise in colourings after a
consultation with you. Please
contact me either on my mobile:
07764 274247 or my email:
mariaspanna@hotmail.co.uk

Maria Reid.

Need your chimney
sweeping or stove
installed? If so, then

please contact Terry - a member
of the National Association of
Chimney Sweeps with over 30
years of experience working in
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.

Tip Top Dog Training.
Puppy School is held on Saturday
mornings at Lane End Youth

and Community Centre followed
by Dog Club which is open to
graduates of Puppy School or
following 1:2:1 assessment.
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk
07711 807109
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.
Furnished
Accommodation
Management Services,

by Pass the Keys (South
Oxfordshire). Based in
Henley-on-Thames, providing

a fully managed service - listing
creation and management, guest
communication, cleaning and
linen. Hassle-free high returns for
landlords, second home owners
or country estates looking to
diversify. Reach out to Rachael
07792 003333 to see how we can
help, or email south-oxfordshire(@
passthekeys.co.uk

Rowlandscapes creative
landscape gardening.

Patios & paths, brickwork,
planting & hedging, lawns,
fencing, tree surgery. New garden
consultancy service coming
2025. Telephone: 01844 351919
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email:
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com
Website:

www.rowlandscapes.com

TREE SERVICES

THOMAS BAYAY

Highly skilled, local tree surgeon, specialising in all aspects of tree work

¢ Felling/sectional felling » Crown Reduction/thinning
¢ Hedge trimming ¢ Stumpgrinding ¢ Pollarding < Shaping

Fully insured professional with over 10 years experience. Experience of
Conservation Areas and TPOs. All work carried out to British Standard 3998.

Call now for a free quote: 07780 615373

e: tbtreeservices@gmail.com E: /tbtreeservices

2 QO + O + O

Cityig:
GCuilds
NPTC

Qualitiad

*
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Henley based plumbin

ALLHEAT

SOLUTIONS

Dil Boiler Servicing,
Breakdown & Repair.
Dil Boiler Installations.
Bathroom Design &
Installation Service.
Full Tiling Service.

heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAUL@ALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

A uowes] ¢

General Plumbing
Maintenance & Repair.

[=]

Heating System Power
Flushing.
Underfloor Heating

Installation & Repair.  SCAN ME

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance?

Are you

getting

over an
operation?

Are you
getting stiffer
and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

P

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in
both pain and movement.

They will find out why you are in pain or
not moving well, help address this as
quickly as possible and get you moving
and doing what you love again.

We are open 7 days a week with free parking
at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at
physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,
Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF
CHURCHES

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,

07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
Director of Music: Jo Hutchins

07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com
Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM,
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net
Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 01491
639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769
599616, hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney’s Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:

Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday

of the month, Frieth Village Hall.
Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden:
Vacant

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)

Churchwardens:

Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,

jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:

website www.friethvillagehall.org
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586,
FNHS2023 @gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Deputy Churchwarden:
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30
Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:

Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge, 01491
576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 01491
577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com



Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:
Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings:
Bookings via the website:
skirmettvillagehall.org

Other enquiries:
skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994

turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com
Bell Ringing: Wed practice,
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025

rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios(@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings:

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341
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Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,

www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.

com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting Mr
Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344;
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com



Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,

q_ﬁ“u‘q{& just quote #Hambleden
‘}1-“4
L HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.

HgT MOVES

co '# Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage
%v
w Contact Hugo or Sophie on:

01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

eXtremeclean ...

Superior Cleaning and Application of Protectors

Carpet, Upholstery, Leather, Modern & Oriental Rugs, Curtains, Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring,

Anti-Allergen Treatment, Specialist Stain Removal, Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker 35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 /344735 M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net
www.extremecleancouk.com

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped

kitchen in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops, classes and parties.

WiFi available.

Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
& Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

M4D. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY over 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS « RESTORLERS « BROKERS

FELEPHONE: G1628 A248588 "WWW FETERFREEBROIDY, OO
FHAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN" RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

e Full public liability insurance

¢ Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




® ¥ Knight

B 4 Frank

When it matters most, put your
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine
01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property



