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Group Letter           

There are always two ways to look 
at life. Glass half full; glass half 
empty. There are likewise two ways 
to approach this second month of  
the year. 

February can be seen as a month to 
be got through. Cold, short days, 
often miserable weather. Mud gets 
everywhere and the frosts and icy 
mornings make you yearn for a hotter 
clime. At least it is only 28 days long!

But many people love the Winter as 
a season. February can also herald 
those bright blue days with just enough warmth in them to show us Spring is coming. On a frosty 
morning you can be out early and feel you have beaten the whole human world to it, and witness 
beautiful dawns such as this one photographed, just at the top of Pheasants Hill.  

Mid-way through the month, St Valentines Day can very much divide us. Those wishing they 
were in a relationship, but not, must hate it. Those missing a loved one must dread it. Those 
happy in their singleness might ignore it. Those happily and fortunately in a couple can enjoy 
it – unless expectations were set too high, which can lead to a disaster. 

But the church calendar provides much more, to ground us in realism, and raise our spirits in 
hope. Candlemas is a time we look back at the Christmas season past and turn towards the 
Easter season ahead. Fingest church will host a special candlelit service on 2nd February where 
we literally turn during the service. There are baptisms coming, reminding us of the new life 
coming amongst us; and this year Sue and I will conduct 16 weddings from Spring to Autumn 
(and a December one) which not only celebrate the love of those couples but often lead to joyous 
baptisms of their own in due course…

These pages are packed with reports of things done and events coming which can interest, 
stimulate, spark a new hobby, lead to a new group of friends. So, we have a choice. Sit tight 
and just get through the month; or go out there and seize the day, grateful for the life we have 
been given. 

Andy Storch

GROUP LETTER

Booklets • Brochures • Magazines •Leaflets • Business Cards • Letterheads 

Banners • Posters • Pull up Banners
Design • Print • Copying • Office Supplies • Plan Printing

FAST, LOCAL, PERSONAL SERVICE
Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD 

T: 01491 419429    E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk    W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 
��9 6�� 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  
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LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

BLOCKED EARS?
Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with 
over 20 years experience. Now providing 

a home service for Earwax Removal.  
Let her visit you in your own home to help 

relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with 
recommended Covid safety measures. 

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk
07795 268866
facebook.com/blockedear  
instagram.com/blocked_ear

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 
��9 6�� 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • RG9 6RJ
Mobile: 07765408628 • Tel: 01491 571 770

• robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk 
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17
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Nestled in the heart of Buckinghamshire is a beautiful wedding and 
events venue. 

Lovingly restored from a traditional farm, Rackleys Chiltern Hills is a 

bright, light-filled barn that accommodates 120 guests, expandable to 

150 with evening guests. Set among stunning gardens with views of 

the surrounding Chiltern Hills, it's the perfect romantic setting for 

loving couples hoping to tie the knot.

The beautifully restored farm is over 300 years old with its name 
honouring its first tenant farmer back in the 18th century. Both the 

barn itself and the grounds are licensed for civil weddings, with seven 
sprawling acres at your disposal. 
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The perfect venue in the 
middle of the beautiful 
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen 
facilities, patio, WiFi,  

hearing loop, parking. 
Hire by the hour or 

by session.  

 

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or  
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org    visit  www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
 & POST OFFICE

L o c a l  A r t i s a n  P r o d u c e  -  F r e s h l y  G r o u n d  C o f f e e  &  T e a s
F i l l e d  R o l l s  &  T o a s t i e s  -  H o m e m a d e  S a u s a g e  R o l l s

O r g a n i c  C a k e s  -  F r e s h  B r e a d  &  P a s t r i e s  -  I c e  C r e a m s  
S e a t i n g  A r e a  -  P o s t  O f f i c e

58  The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201

 
 

T h a t  g r o o v y  l i t t l e  s t o r e !
A l l  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  a n d  m a d e  w i t h  l o v e !

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8.30am-4pm

of Wycombe Wanderers Football Club, 
or at home in a place of your choosing. 
Get together with your friends, family 
home group or youth group to take part 
or join as an individual.
Find out more and register on 
their website:	  
https://wyhoc.org.uk/bigsleepout2025

Angela Dacre 
Communications Officer

Wild Plough Sunday

Plough Sunday is a traditional English 
celebration of the beginning of the 
agricultural year. A growing number of 
churches celebrate Plough Sunday after 
the twelve days of Christmas, on the first 
Sunday after Epiphany.
Hambleden Valley Churches took this 
wonderful opportunity to incorporate 
Plough Sunday into ‘Wild Church’ and 
thus we had ‘Wild Plough Sunday’! 
Christopher and Bella Connell kindly 
opened their doors of Parmoor Park Farm 
on Sunday 12th January and this became 
our ‘church’ for this amazing event. 

An Honour most pleasing
Peter Taylor of this 
parish was granted a 
CBE in His Majesty’s 
New Year Honours Roll. 
The citation says ‘for 
services to journalism 
and public services 
broadcasting’.

We all send our warmest congratulations 
to Peter who already holds an OBE.
He is an authoritative contemporary 
historian, a prolific writer sought by 
leading international publishing houses; 
and a senior (dare I say veteran) 
broadcaster at the BBC.
There could have been no better New 
Year fillip for our community than that 
this unassuming stalwart of Hambleden 
Tennis Club Senior’s Branch should have 
been royally and nationally recognised for 
his expertise.

Alan Armstrong

Wycombe Homeless Connection’s 
Big Sleepout returns on 15th 
February 2025!

Wycombe Homeless 
Connection’s Big Sleepout 
is back! Will you sign up 
to sleep out so that others 
don’t have to?

It’s on Saturday 15th February 2025 
and will be particularly meaningful as it 
is taking place while their winter  night 
shelter is open. 
It’s an opportunity to show solidarity 
with people who are homeless and raise 
money for WHC’s life saving work.
Choose to sleep out at Adams Park, home 

GROUP NOTES

Wild Church! 

Continued on page 7
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Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world 
class eXpertise, local and international reach 
we offer a calendar of antique & decorative 
auctions along with comprehensive 
valuations services  

 

- Sourced & Sold Locally –  
Inviting consignments for our forthcoming auctions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                      For a free and confidential auction valuation please contact: 

Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS 
+44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com 

 

The Pedestal 
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, OXfordshire RG9 6HF 

 
www.thepedestal.com 
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the cows and birds early in the morning. 
His concern was around the bureaucracy 
which can seem to be inefficient. 
Bella talked about the appreciation of  
seeing the cows, sheep and crops 
being produced by her farm and then 
successfully going to market. Peter 
Langford from Northend mentioned the 
wonder of seeing his cattle growing on 
his smallholding and how grateful he is 
to be living where he is in the Chilterns. 
Maddie McTeague from Mill End Farm 
then gave us an appropriate Bible 
reading on farming.

The Wild Church choir took us through 
‘God, whose farm is all creation’ and 
‘We plough the fields and scatter’ and the 
congregation sang along in fine voice. 
There were many families present and 
with an assortment of glass jars, tea light 
candles, glue and dried leaves, decorated 
lights were made to place around the 
tractors and ploughs as traditional ‘plough 
lights’. It all looked really amazing.   

The wintry snowy weather was kind to us 
and the service was held outdoors without 
having to use the back-up of the big barn.

The Wild Church Team led by Rev Sue 
Morton presided over a full agenda. 
There was plenty of farm machinery 
and old and new tractors making up the 
backdrop of this impromptu church. We 
started the service by remembering why 
we were all here - looking up at the sky 
and praying for God’s blessing on the 
land that we rely on for our daily bread 
and remembering with thanksgiving all 
those who work the land for our livestock 
and crops.
We were lucky to have a few local farmers 
present who gave us their thoughts on 
what to be grateful for and what is a 
concern for them. Gideon Lacey talked 
about the beauty of the landscape 
around Lacey’s Farm, and the sound of 

GROUP NOTES
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Protecting your wealth and loved ones
•• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

•• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

•	 By	 setting	 up	 lasting	 powers	 of	 attorney	 you	 can	 rest	 assured	 that	 your	 finances	 and	
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. 
I	learnt	first-hand	how	unpreparedness	adds	to	the	stress	of	dealing	with	long-term	illness	and	
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      07810 642505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.
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✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK

One of the main needs has been  
heating during the winter months.  
We have also helped with topping up 
phone bills in emergencies, paying 
for school uniforms/shoes and petrol 
for hospital appointments when these 
are in Oxford or London, as well as  
occasionally taking people for their 
appointments. We have supplied 
bedding and underwear for children  
with special needs when the items 
supplied by NHS are limited. We have 
paid for school lunches when the 
youngest child does not qualify for free 
meals. We have given gift vouchers 
for Christmas and Easter as well as an 
occasional visit to the local cinema for a 
group of children who would never have 
been able to go.

These are just a few examples. There are 
of course many smaller, but nevertheless 
very important, things we do, but our 
main focus will always be the food bank 
where we hear of the families’ needs and 
respond however we can.

This month, the Land End Players offered 
free seats for the CM children to see the 
dress rehearsal of their 2025 pantomime 
Dick Whittington which the children 
really enjoyed and our grateful thanks go 
to the Players.

We continue to appreciate, and give you  
all our grateful thanks for the interest  
and the generous donations of food  
and financial contributions; we could not 
continue to support our families as we do 
without your help.

Our very best wishes to you all for 2025.

Blessings, 
Judy (Community Matters)

To end the service, we were all treated 
to wonderful warm cake and (non-
alcoholic) hot Polish toddy. What more 
could you wish for on a cold winter’s day.
The next Wild Church: Wild Spring 
Cleaning Community Action, will be in 
Hambleden on Sunday 9th February, 3pm
Wild Lambing will be at Hanger Farm, 
Fingest on Sunday 9th March, 3pm.

Gary Anderson

Community Matters 
Looking back over 2024 it is amazing to 
see what Community Matters have done 
for the 25 families we currently support. 

GROUP NOTES

Do join us for our next and future  
Wild Church in 2025!

Sunday 9th February 3pm:  
Wild Spring Cleaning -  

Community Action in Hambleden. 
Meet at Lychgate 

Sunday 9th March 3pm: 
Wild Lambing – Hanger Farm, Fingest

At Wild Church we meet outdoors at 
different venues on the  

2nd Sunday of the month.  
Everyone is warmly welcome!

Wild Church Team: 
Rev Sue Morton 07808 517347 or 

suemorton131@gmail.com 
Mary Campbell 

grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com  
Mardi Wilkins WhatsApp: 07988 030519 

Magdalena Dabrowska magda@rmb.london  

Wild Church! 
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•• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

•• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.
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I	learnt	first-hand	how	unpreparedness	adds	to	the	stress	of	dealing	with	long-term	illness	and	
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.
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✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK

For all your woodburning stove 
requirements and fitting. Tel: 01865 341 452

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk
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LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

BLOCKED EARS?
Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with 
over 20 years experience. Now providing 

a home service for Earwax Removal.  
Let her visit you in your own home to help 

relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with 
recommended Covid safety measures. 

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk
07795 268866
facebook.com/blockedear  
instagram.com/blocked_ear

NUBODI PILATES 
Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an
energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.
 

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info. 
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First 3 classes for £50
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needs to provide water, food, shelter and 
habitats for a wide variety of creatures. 
Choosing a selection of plants, bushes 
and trees which flower and fruit at 
different times of the year and limiting 
the use of chemicals would be a good 
start. Join us to learn more! 
Everyone is welcome to join us and 
refreshments will be available;  but for 
non-members we make a small  charge. 
For further details, please  contact; Mary 
01494 881501, Andy  01494 881586 or 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Mary Webb

A Naturalist’s Reminiscences No. 12
On my first day as Riots Officer in Nicosia 
I soon learnt why the British Army was 
in Cyprus. I was sitting parked in my 
Land Rover with my sergeant and driver 
waiting to see whether that morning 
it would be the Greeks on one side of 
Ledra Street attacking the Turks on 
the other side of the street or the Turks 
attacking the Greeks. It was neither.
When a Greek Cypriot schoolgirl aged 
about 16 walked down our street 
towards our parked Land Rover, we 
were not focused on what was about to 
happen. As she passed our Land Rover, 
she threw a grenade under where I was 
sitting. I knew we had only a few seconds 
to escape the blast so I shouted “Run”. 
I don’t think any of us ever ran so fast 
and we caught up the schoolgirl and 
arrested her. It was only at that moment 
we realised that the grenade had not 
exploded. We walked back gingerly to 
the Land Rover in case the grenade 
had a delayed action mechanism. 

Death of a Tree
A hundred winters you have seen, 
Since that small seedling thrust 
Its first frail shoot of palest green. 
Up through the earthly mother crust.
How many tempests, storms and gales 
Have tested well, your woody heart? 
And ripped your tossing leafy sails, 
Trying to tear your limbs apart.
I watched your tortured leaning trunk 
Bend before the elements, 
And totter like some helpless drunk, 
Aimlessly, without defence.
Hold on old friend, I cried aloud - 
Stand strong against the gusting gale. 
Hold up your head so strong and proud - 
I cannot bear to see you fail.
The storm’s fierce fury not yet done 
Gathered strength with every blast, 
Your hawser roots snapped one by one, 
While roofs and slates went flying past.
I watched you crash along the lane 
Full eighty feet from root to crown 
To wait the buzzing saw’s sharp chain. 
A soul, a friend, a tree is down. 

John Eve 
(from ‘By Hook or by Crook’)

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society
Our first meeting of 2025 will be 
held on Thursday 27th February, at 
7.30pm in Frieth Village Hall. A brief  
AGM will be followed immediately 
by an illustrated talk. The title of John 
Mason’s presentation is ‘Creating a 
wildlife garden’.
A quick search around the subject 
suggests that a wildlife friendly garden 

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE
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Continued on page 17

Hall Officer Cadet School as possible 
because I was suspected of poaching 
the Duke of Westminster’s pheasants 
and other crimes. Me? I was totally 
unqualified for this attachment as I could 
not speak Gurkhali but fortunately my 
Batman spoke good English and taught 
me the basics.

Kathmandu
I have to admit that I found my new job 
an ‘absolute doddle’. I went on regular 
recruiting treks up and down the valley. 
When I arrived at each village, the 
village headman had already organised 
potential recruits in their hundreds, some 
of whom had spent weeks walking into 
that village. My role was to recruit solely 
for the British Gurkhas so I soon found 
the best solution was to ask for recruits 
who had already had a family connection 
with the British Gurkhas such as a 
father, grandfather etc. That was no real 
problem as once trained they were likely 
to be posted to Singapore or Hong Kong 
in those days. Nobody seemed anxious 
to join the Indian Army. So keen were 
those selected for the British Army that 
the moment they had completed their 
initial training they were all swinging their 
arms and marching everywhere in step.
The history of Gurkhas serving in the 
British Army goes back to the Indian 
Mutiny in 1857 when the King of Nepal 
sent two battalions to support the British 

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE

larger charities who support us, too. That 
has enabled us to continue to assist our 
families financially when needed.
This newsletter enables us to thank all of 
you in the Hambleden Valley for your 
continuing support by donating to our 
food bank or supporting us financially, 
we are so grateful.

Blessings 
Judy Taylor

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society
The October Meeting of FNHS will be 
held in Frieth Village Hall at 7.30pm 
on Thursday 24th October when John 
Tyler will present his illustrated talk ‘The 
Queen of the Woods - the Beech tree’ 
In his introduction, he says ‘The beech 
is without doubt the tree that gives the 
Chilterns so much of their character. We 
follow the life of a beech tree, discover 
the plants, animals and fungi that depend 
on and support it, look at its relationship 
with humans and see what the future 
may hold for it’.
All welcome and refreshments are 
available, but for non-members we make 
a small charge.
For further details, please contact: Andy 
01494 881586, Mary 01494 881501  
or email FNHS2023@gmail.com

Mary Webb

A Naturalist’s Reminiscences 
No. 10
In my previous reminiscence I described 
how I nearly provided a lunch snack for a 
tiger. Once settled in yet another leaking 
tent high up in the Himalayas, I started 
my new attachment as a Recruiting 
Officer for the British Gurkhas in the 
Kathmandu Valley. You will appreciate 
that I was as far away from Eaton 

poetry of the familiar Christmas story 
as it unfolded. Our Director of Music, 
Jo Hutchins, moved from the organ to 
conduct the choir during ‘The Holly and 
the Ivy’ while Nigel Page slid onto the 
organ bench to take over as organist! 
Thank you to those who helped to make 
this such a magical service; those who 
read so beautifully; those who selected 
the carols so carefully; to the sweet 
singing of the choir and the playing of 
the merry organ; and to our Rector Andy 
Storch who clearly enjoyed moving to 
the carols! 
Everyone was invited to the Stag and 
Huntsman where mince pies and mulled 
wine were provided after the service. 
Thank you all. 

Annie Hooton

Christingle at Hambleden on  
Christmas Eve
The Christingle Service at Hambleden 
church went at a pace, with 270 happy 
and excited families of children, parents, 
grandparents and friends  all arriving 
within half an hour and being safely 
seated in every part of the church, 
including along the chancel step.
Poppy Amlot and Sam Boughton read a 
prayer response, followed by the Nativity 
story from St Luke’s Gospel, both doing 
so very clearly and confidently so all 
could hear.
The Rev Andy Storch explained the 
meaning of the Christingle orange, with 
its sweets, candles and red ribbon.
The Christingles were given out and 

Actually, there was no such grenade at  
that time or probably ever was, such 
was our ignorance!
When we reached it, there was 
the grenade lying there. They 
had never told her to take out the 
pin! She explained to us that a  
member of EOKA (Archbishop Makarios’ 
armed wing) had threatened to harm  
her family if she did not throw the 
grenade under a British military vehicle. 
We felt very sorry for her and when we 
took her to the Central Police Station, I 
was able to persuade the station officer 
that she was the innocent party and she 
was released.
All these years later I still have  
an occasional nightmare about  
that grenade.

Alfred Waller 

HAMBLEDEN
The playing of the merry organ,  
Sweet singing in the choir . . . . 
The service of 9 Lessons and Carols 
took place on the 4th Sunday in Advent 
leading us towards the festival of 
Christmas and the long-expected arrival 
of the Baby Jesus. The darkened church 
set the scene with the many candles 
being lit bringing light to us all. The choir 
processed through the church to the 
chancel where two children from Year 
6 at Frieth Church of England Primary 
School sang the opening verses of 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’. The whole 
service was a glorious combination 
of carols; old and new, upbeat and 
reflective, traditional and modern - 
all framed by the readings with their 

WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN
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Pattern of Worship November 2024
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with 

Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays is now back at Turville. Please check our website www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk 

for latest updates  or contact our administrator  Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 –  hambledenvalleyoffice@
gmail.com with any query. www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Sunday Services

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2024

24 25

ADVERTISEMENTS

Corfu –– comfortable sea-edge villa 
in Durrell country to let privately. 
Between Kassiopi and St Stefanos. 
Direct BA flights 
from LHR Ter.5. www.
corfubeachhouse.co.uk  Armstrong 
01491 571324

North Cornwall, 
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. Family 
cottage with garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet  
lane with footpath leading to huge 
sandy beach. Excellent surfing, 
walking, golf. Very reasonable rents. 
Beck- Burridge 01491 413171.

Computer Problems? 
Local help in fixing problems, 
selecting systems and personal tuition 
including email/ internet. Contact 
Matt on 01491 575998 or 07821 
592928.

Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional cottage by 
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for 
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller 
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com 

Salcombe, South Devon. Three 
bedroom cottage, recent refurb, 
stunning estuary views, quiet & 
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy 
access beaches/walks, holiday lets 
throughout year, 01491 577344

The Pet Feeders - We 
look after your pets when 
you can’t.  Local firm, 

insured/CRB checked. 
www.thepetfeeders.com. 
Mobile: 0753 100 7419. Email: 
info@thepetfeeders.com

Valencia Large Luxury 
Family Villa with Pool and  
Tennis Court. 15 mins from the City 
Centre, 10 mins from the Airport. 
Sleeps 14 comfortably, 6 bedrooms  / 
4 bathrooms. Visit www. 
homeaway.co.uk/p1029900 to see 
our reviews. Contact Virginia or 
Andy Coombes for more information 
on 01491639419/ 07860847256

Snowdonian Cottage. Cosy and 
comfortable traditional 3 bed stone 
cottages sleeps 6, wood burner and 
wi-fi, in coastal village, Llwyngwril 
on the Welsh Coastal Path. An ideal 
base to enjoy and explore ‘the most 
dramatic and alluring region in 
Wales’. Beaches, mountains, River 
Mawdach and Dyfi Estuaries, lakes 
and so much more. Dog Friendly. 
Contact Euan McCrindle 07713 
952495 / 01628 475644 or email 
euanmccrindle@hotmail.com for 
more information and detail.

Music Teacher! - Qualified 
musician offering great value 
Piano and Vocal lessons. 5 Years 
Experience, Fun and engaging 
lessons for all ages and abilities. 
Contact Sasha Steventon (BMus) on 
07740 289467 or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com  
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, available 
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful 
location for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful panoramic views, 
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more 
information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring, 
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 4 
Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 
01491 579442  Member of British 
Dog Groomers Association and Pet 
Care Trust

Snowdonia Holiday cottage in 
Snowdonia National Park. Elegant 
home situated in Dolgellau available 
for holidays. Great walking, 
cycling and the beach are all on 
the doorstep of this refurbished 
four storey traditional Welsh stone 
house. Full weeks, short breaks and 
weekends all available. Sleeps six, 
three bedrooms. Pet friendly. Two 
cosy wood burners. Full details at 
www.dioni.co.uk/cottage/ty-gobaith 
Contact Charlotte Digby for further 
information charlottedigby4@gmail.
com   07771576856.

Turville Northend Village Hall
Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.
For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk  
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6LJ 

JGB29389 Turville Village one sided v2 041218.indd   1 04/12/2018   16:30
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2pm Wild Nativity – 
Northend Common

6pm Carol Service 5pm Carols in the 
Churchyard

4pm Christingle 
Service

3pm Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight 
Mass

9.30am Family 
Celebration

  
10am Group Service 

29th December 10am Holy 
Communion 

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden

8th December

4pm Railway 
Nativity – Fawley Hill

9am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

15th December
4pm Carol Service

9am Holy 
Communion

8am BCP Holy 
Communion
10am Lay-led 

Morning Prayer
 

Friday 20th 
December 6pm Christingle 

Service

1st December
10am Group Service

6pm Advent 
Candlelit Service

Tuesday 24th 
December 5pm Christingle 

Service

11.30pm 
Midnight Mass

Wednesday 25th 
December

11am Family 
Communion

9am Family 
Communion

9am Family 
Communion

11am Family 
Communion

5th January 2025

22nd December

6pm Carol Service

10am Holy 
Communion

6pm Carol Service
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CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                                   

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  you 
would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

14 15
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Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

From The Registers

Holy Baptism
October 27 James Michael Nicolle                                     Frieth
November 16 Georgia Helia Barrett                                       Hambleden

Holy Matrimony
November 16 Oliver Barrett and Laura Rollinger                   Hambleden

Rest in Peace
October 25 (Charles) Hugh Cripps Memorial Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth  
October 25 Pam Harper      Burial of Ashes, Turville and Fawley
November 13 Vanessa Campbell-Harris   Memorial Service, Hambleden
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outlook.com  
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, available 
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful 
location for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful panoramic views, 
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more 
information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring, 
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 4 
Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 
01491 579442  Member of British 
Dog Groomers Association and Pet 
Care Trust

Snowdonia Holiday cottage in 
Snowdonia National Park. Elegant 
home situated in Dolgellau available 
for holidays. Great walking, 
cycling and the beach are all on 
the doorstep of this refurbished 
four storey traditional Welsh stone 
house. Full weeks, short breaks and 
weekends all available. Sleeps six, 
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www.dioni.co.uk/cottage/ty-gobaith 
Contact Charlotte Digby for further 
information charlottedigby4@gmail.
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Turville Northend Village Hall
Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.
For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk  
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6LJ 
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Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer 	
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If 
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Rest in Peace
December 16	 John Neiger 	 Cremation, Frieth
January 6 2025 	Betty Ryan 	 Funeral, Medmenham 
	 and burial, Pheasants Hill
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Pattern of Worship February 2025

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with 

Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on 

Wednesdays is at Turville. Please check our website  

 www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator  

Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 – hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query. 

Sunday Services

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2025

2nd February

9th February

16th February

Fawley

11am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

Fingest

6pm Candlemas 
Evensong

9am Holy 
Communion

6pm Compline

10am Group 
Service

Frieth

9am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

Hambleden

10am Group 
Service

11am Holy 
Communion

3pm Wild Spring 
Cleaning

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

10am Lay-led 
Morning Worship

11am Holy 
Communion

Medmenham

11am Village 
Service 

Turville

9.30am Holy 
Communion

23rd February

2nd March
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Hambleden Cinema

Please join us on Saturday 15th February 
2025, to watch this amazing real-life 
story of Sir Nicholas ‘Nicky’ Winton, a 
young broker from Maidenhead, who, 
in the months leading up to World 
War II, rescued 669 children from 
Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia. He 
is commemorated in Maidenhead today 
with a statue on the railway station and 
a memorial garden.
The trailer; https://www.imdb.com/
video/vi3881158425/?ref_=tt_vi_i_1
Doors open 7pm, programme begins 
8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought from 
https://www.hambledencinema.co.uk 
and from Hambleden Village Stores. 
There will be a bar selling soft drinks, 
wine, beer and tempting delicious 

lit, and we sang ‘Away in a Manger’, 
with the lights lowered. The service 
ended with ‘Shine Jesus Shine!’ before 
the congregation poured out into the 
dark magic of Christmas Eve. Many 
children lingered at the crib as they left 
the church, and the congregation gave 
generously to the Children’s Society.
This service needs a lot of helpers to 
make it go smoothly and safely.  Many 
people volunteered, which made it a 
pleasure for the organisers. A special 
thank you to the Hamilton family who 
have generously hosted the making of 
the Christingles at the Hyde for several 
years, supplying all the oranges and 
sweets. Special mention for Charlie 
Lumley and her expertise with the drill 
making holes for the candles - see photo!

THANK YOU to so MANY 
people,  especially the bellringing 
Doggarts, Boughtons, Karen  and their 
families, the Hamiltons, Amlots and 
Caroline and Hugh Wilcock, who all 
took part, handing out Christingles, 
lighting them, clearing up afterwards, or 
putting away the many  extra chairs. A 
wonderful joint effort which made it fun.

Jill Steward and Mardi Wilkins

HAMBLEDEN
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.
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From Our Farm To Your Fork
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Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH

British farmers standing up against the 
industrial food system and transforming 
the way they produce food - to heal 
the soil, our health, restore biodiversity, 
sequester carbon and provide for local 
communities. The aims of the film are 
to sound the alarm on a broken system, 
but to also give hope that there is a 
way to fix it; to inspire farmers to adopt 
agroecological and regenerative farming 
practices; and to encourage consumers, 
food corporations and policymakers to 
support their efforts.
We are delighted to announce that 
following the film there will be a panel 
discussion with film director Claire 
Mackenzie and the group “Greener 
Henley” and they will be taking any 
questions from the audience.
Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OaJl0yQ7ufQ  
Doors open 6.30pm, programme begins 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.
Emily
Please join us on 19th October for 
this ravishing period drama Emily, 
rated 15. The film is the story of Emily 
Brontë (played by Emma Mackey). 
Haunted by the death of her mother, 
she struggles within the confines of her 
family life and yearns for artistic and 
personal freedom, and so begins a 
journey to channel her creative potential 
into one of the greatest novels of all 
time Wuthering Heights.
Trailer - https://www.imdb.com/title/
tt12374656/
Doors open 7pm, programme begins 

8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

FRIETH
Frieth School
Despite the torrential downpour at pick 
up on the first day of school, the term has 
got off to a positive start with the children 
‘Letting Their Light Shine’ as they always 
do!
Last term our pupils produced writing 
and Illustrations which were used to 
create a presentation book convincing 
Coca-Cola to being more responsible 
around recycling. I am thrilled to report 

Continued on page 21

We will discuss the points you have 
raised and actions we can take as a  
PC to resolve some of these. Please 
look out for future correspondence.  
We may well ask residents to volunteer 
in initiatives!

Hambleden Parish Council

SKIRMETT
Fish and Chip Evenings
The Fish and Chip evenings are back 
for 2025 in Skirmett Village Hall. Come 
and join us to eat in or for a Take Away. 
Enjoy a drink whilst waiting.

Friday 21st  February 6 – 8pm. All 
booking details on Skirmett Village Hall 
website https://skirmettvillagehall.
simplybook.it/ Please book by 
midday Wednesday 19th  February to 
ensure a serving.

All profits from the evening go towards 
the SVH refurbishment.

Celia Warren

FRIETH
Frieth School
I would like to start by saying how 
incredibly proud I am that Frieth has 

cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

An update from The Parish Council
Following our recent questionnaire on 
how the Parish Council should respond 
to the twin challenges of climate change 
and biodiversity loss, the PC would like 
to warmly thank all those residents who 
took the time and effort to respond. 
Your ideas will help formulate our 
actions for the future.
In summary, of those who contributed, 
most were concerned about loss of 
natural habitats and least concerned 
about putting emergency planning 
in place. Comments on speed,  
traffic and the condition of the roads 
were also prevalent, as was concern 
about planning. Some residents  
raised the need for more joined up 
thinking, as these problems are all 
connected. A number of you were 
pleased that we are considering these 
issues and trying to find solutions within 
our small community.
If you would like to view some of the 
varied comments that the PC received, 
you can view them on our website.

HAMBLEDEN, SKIRMETT AND FRIETH
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www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

‘Hamilton George are not ‘just a safe pair of hands’, they
are proactive rather than reactive. They balance a
professional level of care with the inherent empathy
needed that has become a rare commodity. Cannot
recommend highly enough.’

Condit ion led;  including nursing,

pal l iat ive and rare condit ions 

COMPLEX CARE

Companionship and help 

around the home

HOUSEKEEPING

Varying levels  of  c l inical  and

personal  care

CLINICAL CARE

HIGH-END CARE
IN YOUR OWN HOME
At Hamilton George Care, we only work with the very best
live-in carers. We take the time to understand the unique
clinical and lifestyle needs of our clients and their families.
Our outstanding carers and dedicated in-house team
provide around-the-clock support, all from the comfort of
your own home.  

REHABILITATION
Short  term care 

( four  weeks or  more)

OUR LIVE-IN
SERVICES

hamiltongeorgecare.com
0330 470 2866
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W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk        office@tomalins.co.uk 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710 

Admin@denningmontessorischool.com
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The children loved their visit from a 
very special person before Christmas. 
Big thank you to Father Christmas  
and his elf for taking time out of  
their busy schedule to come and  
visit Frieth!

Martin Gosling 
Headteacher

FAWLEY
Fawley News

Work has just been  completed 
renewing  the beautifully  crafted 
post and  riven chestnut rails,  
from Suffolk, round our village 
pond  by the church. This was done  
by the Sargent  Charitable Trust  
who  was also responsible for the  
similar fence round the village 
green. These fences are lovely and 
traditional  but need replacing every  

been named as the 3rd best performing 
primary school in the whole of 
Buckinghamshire! This is a fantastic 
achievement and a testament to all  
the hard work of our teachers and 
teaching assistants.

Halos sparkled, door knockers 
resounded, crooks curled and even 
the donkey’s plod had extra bounce 
as Frieth’s young stars lit up the stage 
in their retelling of The Nativity. Well 
done our fabulous Key Stage 1 team for 
leading such a wonderful performance!

Well done to Eagles for an amazing 
class assembly. You all performed with 
such confidence and Let Your Light 
Shine in different ways. Super job Mrs 
Lampard and the Year 6 team!

FRIETH AND FAWLEY
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photo to everyone’s amusement 
- Aliens in Fawley!

Hilary Beck-Burridge

TURVILLE
Carols in the Churchyard

We had a brilliant ‘Carols in the 
Churchyard’ on 15th December, with 
101 adults and 30 children. It really felt 
the church was properly open again.

Caroline Sants

few decades, as do the wooden shingles 
on the well.

Earlier last year, a rather  unusual  
problem occurred with the pond whose 
liner kept producing uprisings that 
looked, with a bit of  imagination, like 
small hippos.  It was probably due to 
methane bubbling up underneath them.

Ben Foster, late of the Old Bakehouse, 
used a lot of  imagination and 
produced a wonderfully manipulated 

FAWLEY AND TURVILLE

22 232323

MEDMENHAM

‘Meet and Greet’ parties for newcomers; 
entered and won the Best Kept Village 
competition; and took part in the annual 
Village Fete. Madeleine devoted a huge 
amount of time to a church in Reading, 
where she was secretary for many years; 
and was very involved in my work, typing 
my books and articles, and accompanying 
me on overseas visits. The ‘Jewels in the 
Crown’, were five lecture tours which I 
gave in Japan. For Madeleine they fulfilled 
a lifelong ambition and she provided a 
combination of charm, elegance and tact 
which smoothed the path on a few tricky 
occasions. 
It was only at the onset of Madeleine’s 
cruel illness from about 2019 that the 
wonderful life at Olmeda lost some of its 
sparkle. Madeline died on 1st February 
2023, one day short of her 89th birthday. 
She often referred to the village and 
countryside as ‘Paradise’. She is buried 
in Medmenham Churchyard where I will 
eventually join her ending the remarkable 
saga of our earthly life in Medmenham.

Brian Bond

grieving relatives in the south.
I have only lately come to appreciate fully 
our amazing good fortune in the years 
1962 - 66. My father could not bear to live 
at Olmeda alone so he found alternative 
lodgings in the village and let the cottage 
to an anarchist family who transformed the 
dwelling into a shambolic hovel! He sadly 
put Olmeda up for sale at a very modest 
price but no one wanted it so it stayed 
empty for about a year. Then, in early 
1966, I was offered a lectureship in the 
newly-created Department of War Studies 
at King’s College, London. My father most 
generously gave us Olmeda completely 
free, and we arrived ‘home’. I had the 
career I coveted and Madeleine a home 
she would transform with remarkable skill 
and originality.
It might be enough to conclude here that 
‘we lived happily ever after’, but I should 
like to cover the remaining decades briefly. 
In the 1960s, 70s and 80s we played a 
prominent part in village life. We ran a 
whist drive and a series of winter lectures 
given by local residents. We began the 

CONTACT US!

YOUR LOCAL TYRE FITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk

2 3

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

10 11

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616
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Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!
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Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

D E S I G N  H O M E  D E C O R AT O R S
| KITCHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

    

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341  Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

D E S I G N  H O M E  D E C O R AT O R S
| KITCHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

    

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341  Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk
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Protecting your wealth and loved ones
• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

• By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and 
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. I 
learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and 
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      0781 0642 505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.

12 13

✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK

ADVERTISEMENTS
North Cornwall,  
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. 
Family cottage with garden. 
Sleeps 6. Quiet  lane with 
footpath leading to huge sandy 
beach. Excellent surfing, walking 
golf. Very reasonable rents. Beck-
Burridge 01491 413171.
Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional cottage 
by the beach, sleeps 8. Available 
for holiday lets. Contact Mandy 
Heller on 01491 638355 or 
johnheller@poynattscottage.com
Salcombe, South Devon. 
Three bedroom cottage, recent 
refurb, stunning estuary views, 
quiet & close to town centre, 
sleeps six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets throughout 
year, 01491 577344.
Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, 
available for 2-5 nights. An ideal 
peaceful location for exploring 
this beautiful island. Wonderful 
panoramic views, walks, beaches, 
wildlife. Visit  
www.thesmithymull.co.uk 
for more information.
Dairy Lane Dog Grooming. 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, 
Scissoring, Bathing, Nails. 

Louise McTeague, 4 Dairy Lane, 
Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 01491 
579442.  Member of British Dog 
Groomers Association and 
Pet Care Trust.
Do You Need Your Logs 
Stacking? If so then please 
contact Tom on 07866 683383.
Fed up going to the 
hairdressers? 
Then let me come to you at 
home anywhere in the 
Hambleden Valley. I’ve been 
cutting ladies hair (£50 for a 
cut & dry) and men’s hair/beards 
(£20-£25) for over 
30 years - all ages. I also 
specialise in colourings after a 
consultation with you. Please 
contact me either on my mobile: 
07764 274247 or my email:  
mariaspanna@hotmail.co.uk 
Maria Reid.
Need your chimney 
sweeping or stove 
installed? If so, then 
please contact Terry - a member 
of the National Association of 
Chimney Sweeps with over 30 
years of experience working in 
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494 
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.
Tip Top Dog Training. 
Puppy School is held on Saturday 
mornings at Lane End Youth 

and Community Centre followed 
by Dog Club which is open to 
graduates of Puppy School or 
following 1:2:1 assessment. 
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk 
07711 807109 
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.
Furnished 
Accommodation 
Management Services, 
by Pass the Keys (South 
Oxfordshire). Based in 
Henley-on-Thames, providing 
a fully managed service - listing 
creation and management, guest 
communication, cleaning and 
linen. Hassle-free high returns for 
landlords, second home owners 
or country estates looking to 
diversify. Reach out to Rachael 
07792 003333 to see how we can 
help, or email south-oxfordshire@
passthekeys.co.uk 
Rowlandscapes creative 
landscape gardening.  
Patios & paths, brickwork, 
planting & hedging, lawns, 
fencing, tree surgery. New garden 
consultancy service coming 
2025. Telephone: 01844 351919 
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email: 
 rowlandscapes@googlemail.com 
Website:  
www.rowlandscapes.com

Highly skilled, local tree surgeon, specialising in all aspects of  tree work

  Felling/sectional felling    Crown Reduction/thinning   
  Hedge trimming    Stumpgrinding    Pollarding    Shaping
Fully insured professional with over 10 years experience. Experience of   

Conservation Areas and TPOs. All work carried out to British Standard 3998.

Call now for a free quote: 07780 615373
e: tbtreeservices@gmail.com    : /tbtreeservices

Tom Bayly 128x74 ad.indd   1Tom Bayly 128x74 ad.indd   1 06/12/2024   12:4106/12/2024   12:41
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Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND  
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:  
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491 
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings: 

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com26 27
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF 
CHURCHES
Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,  
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton, 
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
New Director of Music: Jo Hutchins 07909 
608654 johutchins27@gmail.com 
Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM, 
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net
Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor, 
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net
Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended
Hambleden Valley Garden Club: 
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday 
of the month, Frieth Village Hall. 
Clair Honnor 07773 387195
Website: 
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden: David Napier, 
01491 574230, 
david_napier@btopenworld.com
Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and 
Village Hall booking: 
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)
Churchwardens: 
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com  
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:  
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586, 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: 
Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last 
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub. 
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden: 
Jill Steward 01491 571320 
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden: 
Sharon Smith 01628 487458 
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Bridge Club:  Fridays 1.30 – 4.30 
Frances Cugnoni,  01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:  
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge, 
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com
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MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND  
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638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings: 

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
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D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

2928

. .

01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.

18 19

Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
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Family run business for over 30 years!
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In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount, 
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs. 

Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com
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Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.

	
  	
  

Skirmett	
  Village	
  Hall	
  
A	
  bright	
  lovely	
  hall	
  with	
  fully	
  equipped	
  kitchen	
  
in	
  the	
  Hambleden	
  Valley	
  available	
  for	
  
meetings,	
  workshops	
  classes	
  and	
  parties.	
  
Website:	
  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	
  For	
  bookings	
  
Contact	
  Mandy	
  Heller	
  01491 638355.	
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.

Skirmett Village Hall
A bright lovely hall with fully equipped 
kitchen in the Hambleden Valley available for 
meetings, workshops, classes and parties. 
WiFi available. 
Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

2928

Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount, 
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs. 

Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com
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01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.
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Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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When it matters most, put your 
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine

01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property


