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Dear Friends,

It is almost time to say
goodbye!

It was announced
in May that [ will be
moving on in early
September. 1 have
been appointed as
the Lead Chaplain
of Gatwick Airport and Priest-in-Charge of
Emmanual, Sidlow Bridge and St Nicholas,
Charlwood in the Diocese of Southwark. This
appointment proves again to me the humour
and mystery of God!

The decision not to apply to become the
next Rector of the Hambleden Valley was not
an easy one to make. On balance the idea
of different ministry opportunities being out
there for me won the day. The speed of the
next opportunity has been a big surprise. |
am delighted to have the summer to spend in
Hambleden. I will take as much opportunity
as I can to be present at the various events.
[ said in a recent sermon that one of the
strengths of the Hambleden Valley is the great
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sense of community in the individual villages
and the valley as a whole. Keep it going!

Please keep the churches in your thoughts
and prayers as the appointment of the new
Rector is in full swing. Interviews should be
happening this month as well as work on
the ‘new’ Rectory in Pheasant’s Hill. This
is a delightful and busy place to minister
in. Pray for energy and enthusiasm for the
new person. Pray for Revd Sue Morton, the
Church Wardens and PCC members at this
time as well.

[ finish with the words of St Paul to the
Colossians, Above all, clothe vyourselves
with love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called to one body. And be thankful.’

[ am very thankful to God for my time in
the Hambleden Valley and for all of you.
Thank you all for the support, grace and
encouragement that you have shown me
since | arrived in January 2021. Bless you.

Revd Sue Lepp
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Hambleden Sports & Social Club

Hambleden Sports and Social Club is a community organisation providing sporting facilities on
the Dene in Hambleden, as well as a Social Club in the village centre.
The current sporting sections are cricket, tennis, football and pool.
Take a look at our website at www.hambledenssc.co.uk for more information.

The Social Club is situated in the centre of Hambleden Village, to the left of the Post
Office/Shop. The club is a members club which allows us to provide alcohol and soft drinks at
low prices, for consumption by our members and their guests. The Social Club offers fruit
machines, pool table, darts, TV, comfortable seating and a friendly atmosphere!

Membership:- £25 per year or £13 for OAPs and Students
Opening hours:- 8pm - 11pm (Tuesday — Saturday)

HIRE the Social Club for meetings during the day and functions in the evening
HIRE the Dene & Pavilion — funerals, weddings, christenings, meetings, events etc.
Please contact Pat Eldridge 01491 576067 or email hambledenssc@gmail.com

We are lucky to have this facility in our wonderful valley, please do pop in and take a
look for yourself!
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BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
Let her visit you in your own ho|me to help
~ relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Open for tours & tastings,
: drinks on the terrace,
N7 Sunday jazz afternoons

OAKEN

and available to hire for

G_ RO VE private events.

For full listings of our
events, to book tickets or to
purchase our wines, please
visit our website.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the vineyard soon!

oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
info@oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

Benhams Lane, Fawley,
Henley-on-Thames RG? 6JG




GROUP NOTES AND NEWS

Wild Church Sunday 11th June 3pm

Returning to Colstrope

With the possibility of rain and thunder later

in the afternoon of Sunday 11th June (does
one take sunglasses and an umbrella?) Wild
Church convened by the Brook running
through land owned by Mr and Mrs Spink in
Colstrope. Having parked by the former farm
buildings and carrying chairs, trowels and
watering cans we walked through the fields,
over the original position of the Brook, to
our recently mown spot alongside the Brook.
Whilst waiting for everyone to arrive the
running water was too great a temptation for
little people who were soon splashing about,
with water well over and into their wellies. A
wonderful way to keep cool.

The Reverend Sue Morton began the service
with a period of silent reflection upon
nature’s beauty taking in the beautiful flowers

and grasses interspersed with nettle and
prickles. As in life today we have good spells
and prickly ones. We then set aside a few
minutes to consider the things which needle
us. Following prayers, reflections and a
hymn led by the Wild Church Choir Sue
introduced Maria Spink who gave us details
of the work being undertaken by her and her
husband to improve and maintain the flow
of the Brook as it flows through their and
adjacent fields together with the work which
they are doing on their pond. The Brook is
one of the few remaining chalk streams in
the UK (the UK has 80% of the world’s chalk
streams) which makes it all the more vital to
look after it.

The aim of the project is to encourage the
return of chalk stream characteristics, such as
clean free flowing water over gravel beds. To
achieve this the banks were reduced in height
and planted with trees which provide both
shade to maintain ambient water temperatures
in very hot weather and for light to get through
to the plants on the water's edge. At the
same time the scrub on the banks/berms has
to be controlled. Over time there will be
increase in the number of macroinvertebrates
on the stream bed. The area around the

Continued on page 7



The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store! Tueslylsoar: zzl:l::Pz
All locally sourced and made with love! P
Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




Th Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
€ . . .
class expertise, local and international reach

e e St E l 1 we offer a calendar of specialist and single
owner auctions as well as our 24/7 online Shop

Inviting consignments for
our forthcoming auctions of
Fine & Decorative Interiors

For a free auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS on: +44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com
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pond has been cleared, maintaining areas
of different levels and so providing varying
habitats for plants, insects and animals.

It was then our turn to help. Maria gave us
seeds to plant — some eg Aquilegia vulgaris
or Granny’s Bonnet in the drier areas by
the pond and others, Purple Loosestrife and
Geum rivale or Water Avens in the boggy,
more moist areas by the stream. This was
carried out with great enthusiasm.

Finally, it was time to gather again for a
further hymn and prayers. The storm clouds
were approaching, but we managed to have
delicious cake, before packing up. Going
home across the fields the rain came down!
[ must add that there was a covered buggy to
keep the equipment dry.

Wild Church is most grateful to Maria for
her hospitality and hopes she will invite us
back in due course to see the products of our
labours — native wild flowers growing beside
the Brook — and also prays that the Brook
will continue to flow through the beautiful
Hambleden Valley.

Celia Warren
Next Wild Church:

Sunday 9th July at 3pm - Down by the
river in Medmenham!

Do join us! Please bring a flask/cold drink and
fold up chair. We will provide cake.

August - Wild Church takes a
holiday

We resume again on: Sunday 11th
September

The Wild Church Team

Rev Sue Morton

01491 639286 07808 517347

or suemorton131@gmail.com

Mary Campbel
grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com
Mardi Wilkins

mardi43@btinternet.com

Annual Footprints Service

The Annual
Footprints
Service was held
on Friday 2nd
June in the newly
decorated and
repaired Church
of St John the
Evangelist in
Frieth. The
service was led
by the “Sues”
and Mark
Ackford from Lane End. As well as a good
attendance from people in the Valley we
welcomed friends from Lane End.

In addition to prayers, readings and carefully
chosen hymns we were pleased to have the
Band with us led by Brian Helweg-Larsen,
assisted by James Valentine singing and
playing the keyboard and a superb solo from
Tiffany Kertesz.

It is now a strong tradition to include in the
service the Footprints Prayer:

“One night [ dreamed
[ was walking on the beach with the Lord.....”

As parents who were at the first “Footprints
Service” and almost all the subsequent ones
we found it as ever profoundly comforting
and this time it seemed especially God-filled.

After the Service there were refreshments and
opportunities to talk to the leaders.

dJenny and Doyne North

I am very grateful to Rabbi Jonathan Romain
and to his wife, Rabbi Sybil Sheridan, for
giving permission to use, as part of the
Footprints Service, the theme of ‘The Prayer
Book Sculpture’ made by their son, Ben, who
sadly died this year. The sculpture (pictured



here) is displayed outside Maidenhead
Synagogue and formed the basis of this year’s
Footprints Address, inspiring the cards of
blessing distributed at the end of the service
and designed by Rachel Wallace.

Sue Morton

Footprints Prayer

One night [ dreamed

[ was walking along the beach with the Lord,
Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints,
Other times there was only one set of footprints.
This bothered me because I noticed

that during the low periods of my life,

when [ was suffering from

anguish, sorrow or defeat,

I could see only one set of footprints.

So I said to the Lord,
“You promised me Lord,

that if I followed you,

you would walk with me always.

But I have noticed that during

the most troublesome periods of my life

there has been only one set of footprints in
the sand.

Why, when I needed you most,

Have you not been there for me?’

The Lord replied,

‘My precious, precious child, I love you, and
[ would never, never leave you during your
times of trial and suffering.

When you saw only one set of footprints, it
was then that [ carried you.

Mary Stevenson 1922-1999 (adapted)

Run in the Sun in the Hambleden
Valley!

Report on the 17" Chiltern Vintage Tractor
Charity Run, supported by the Ferguson
Club and in aid of the Thames Valley Air
Ambulance.

As we move rapidly through 2023, well into
the 21 Century, would that great pioneer
of tractor technology, Harry Ferguson, have
even dreamt that his Little Grey Fergie would
still excite and amaze children, and even their
parents?

But, whatever the colour or brand of vintage
tractor, when these wonderful machines are
gathered and presented to the general public,
the reaction’s always the same; people simply
start to smile!

This was the biggest take-away from the recent
Chiltern Vintage Tractor Charity Run, which
took place on Sunday, May 21st around the

Continued on page 11



Your experts

If you're thinking of selling your home, or require any advice on the
current market in the Hambleden Valley, please get in touch.
We'd love to help you.

Nick Warner Matt Davies Jason Applebey
Office Head, Partner Partner Associate
nick.warner@knightfrank.com matt.davies@knightfrank.com jason.applebey@knightfrank.com

Knight Frank Henley

20 Thameside
Henley-on-Thames RG9 2L.J
01491818416
henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property




Graham Blake

soft furnishing

e [.oose Covers ® Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery ¢ Tracks and Poles ¢

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 » Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning
Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.EA.S. and Gas Board
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321
Mobile 07850 196616

G M PAGE
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

DINING TABLES REFINISHED

FRENCH POLISHING AND MODERN FINISHES
RE-UPHOLSTERY

CANE AND RUSH WORK

SPECIALIST VENEER REPAIRS

DESKS RE-LEATHERED

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

TELEPHONE: 01494 511234
MOBILE: 07754533128
EMAIL: pagel830@aol.com
WEBSITE: gmpagerestoration.co.uk

EST. 1988
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Hambleden Valley. The event followed its
usual successful format although this year,
to mark the Coronation of King Charles 1II,
entrants were encouraged to celebrate the
great event. As a result, red, white, and blue
pennants, flags, and banners were much in
evidence on both tractors, their drivers, and
the many trailered passengers.

The morning started with traditional bacon
rolls, hot drinks and fantastic, sunny weather.
The Reverend Sue Morton couldn’t raise a
choir that morning, but needn’'t have worried
as the massed drivers and passengers sang
beautifully as part of the event blessing
ceremony.

The convoy
of 70 tractors
and trailers left
Hangar  Farm,
Fingest (kind
permission of
James Jackson

Esq.) at 9.30am
and the reassuring hum of all those old
engines filled the air with a relaxing beat as
the participants set off on the well-planned,
21-mile, mostly off-road route. A few steep
hills tested the old engines during the early
stages, and a few succumbed to fuel flow and
sediment issues. Luckily, it seemed that every
other driver was a knowledgeable mechanic
so, at the first sign of a cough or splutter, team

11

spirit took over and many hands made light
work of getting any faltering engines running
smoothly again.

As the convoy passed through the village of
Lane End, to the west of High Wycombe,
many families were out to wave and cheer
as we chugged past. A charity collecting pot
was soon filled. The Chiltern Vintage Tractor
Run is very lucky to have many land owners
and farmers fully supporting the event, and
allowing access to some of the most amazing
countryside the Hambleden Valley and
Chiltern Hills have to offer.

The morning run through these estates and
farms was pure bliss, although a couple of
tractors decided they’d had enough and
would go no further. As it turned out, both
had topped up with diesel from a tank that
was clearly contaminated, so there was no
quick fix. But both were put on tow, and made
it safely to the lunch stop.

The refreshment break took place thanks to
the kind permission of Mr Mark Getty and
his family, with the tractors parking beside
the beautifully scenic, private cricket ground
on the Wormsley Estate. There was a match
in progress between two local teams which
provided an added attraction for drivers
and passengers as they enjoyed a delicious
barbecue and homemade cakes. Even some
of the cricketers couldn’t resist coming over to
admire the vintage tractor lines and have a
burger!




WILDLIFE

As part of the money-raising, we always hold a
raffle and provide some ‘entertainment’. This
year a busy raffle and the ‘real’ coronation
took place; our new King and Queen had
already greeted every one of the tractors onto
the site. Picture below shows the Coronation
Priest with his anointing jug!

-

After an extremely enjoyable lunch break
the participants trundled their way back to
the starting field where even more cakes and
drinks were waiting. All agreed that it had
been an amazing day but, as always, the
real success of any charity fund-raising event
has to be gauged by the amount of money
collected. In this case, I'm delighted to report
that the final total for 2023 is £8,625.78,
which [ think is truly astonishing given the
current economic situation. So many thanks
to all involved, a particularly big shout out to
the volunteer teams of Marshals and Catering
and here’s to the 18th run in 2024!

e

Gary Anderson

Society

WILDLIFE

Frieth Natural History
Wildflower Meadow Walk

Lowland Chalk Grassland is becoming an
increasingly rare habitat. With the kind
permission of the landowner, Frieth Natural
History Society are offering the chance to
explore a restoration project to establish
wildflower meadows on private land between
Parmoor and Colstrope. The walk will start at
11:00 on Wednesday the 19th of July.

Anyone is welcome, but for further details of
parking and where we will meet, please make
contact.

Mary 01494 881501, Andy
881586, FNHS2023@gmail.com

Mary Webb

01494

In praise of stag beetles (Lucanus
cervus)

Sadly, I am not about to announce a sighting
and the last one | saw was many years ago
on Bell Street in Henley; they are apparently
attracted to the warmth of road surfaces. On
that occasion I held up the traffic and with the
aid of a handkerchief, whisked it away from
speeding tyres to a safer location. Both sexes
emerge as adults from underground in late
May and June. The males appear first and can
be up to 7.5 centimetres in length including the
‘antlers’ which are in fact mandibles; these are
used in combat over females and that's how
the stag beetle got its name. Both sexes have
chestnut brown wing cases which differentiates
them from the lesser stag beetles whose wing
cases are black. Majestic male stag beetles are
an awesome sight on the ground. Airborne,
they are somewhat out of control. In early
evenings, or sometimes on warm summer
afternoons - because the urge is strong - they
fly in an ungainly manner at human head
height in search of a mate. After a few weeks

Continued on page 17



Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

v/ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL
v/ PET URINE TREATMENTS

v/ MOTH REPELLENT

v SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

Call or visit "FELLY Yy vy v ILLLLY

ABFAB CLEANING.CO.UK

Henley based plumbing, heating and bathroom specialist

/ O 07596 018344
N GF-‘ﬂULZ&IALLHEMSULUTIDHSL[DM

ALLHEAT (S ¢ ©

SOLUTIONS

3% Oil Boiler Servicing, ¢ General Plumbing
Breakdown & Repair. Maintenance & Repair.
~=" Dil Boiler Installations. Heating System Power
S gil Boil llati 9% iny Sy
4 Bathroom Design & Flushing.
Installation Service. £ Underfloor Heating
3€ Full Tiling Service. Installation & Repair.  SCAN ME




Church Services and Events

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

From The Registers

Holy Baptism

May 28 James and Charlie Connell Hambleden
Holy Matrimony

May 20 Jamie Lawes and Jennifer Gibbons Hambleden
May 27 Jonathan Liston and Daisy Wilson Hambleden
Rest in Peace

May 23 Jeremy Mais Cremation
May 26 Thalia Haines Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
May 26 Maria Globa Burial of Ashes, Medmenham
May 31 Tim Roach Funeral Service, Hambleden
June 2 Peta Bird Funeral Service, Hambleden

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase i, ™
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, -~ a® WITH o,
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to @ %\

", !"n,\

sell your house more quickly - we offer a / ;?'
]
BARN

friendly and flexible local service. .
STORE

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189 404163 www.barn-store.co.uk
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CALENDAR FOR JULY 2023

Sunday Services

Pattern of Worship July 2023

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am and the
10.15am midweek Holy Communion at Turville on Wednesdays and 12noon Churchyard Prayers
at Fawley on Fridays. These prayers are continuing despite the building work but there are no
church services at Fawley for six months due to re-ordering of the church building, please check
our website www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator
Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 — hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambled: Medmenh Turville Zoom
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
Communion/Zoom Communion
25th June 1am Holy 9am
Communion
6pm Evensong
2nd July 106 Croup none
9am Holy
Communion
11am Holy
th July Communion one
3pm Wild Church
(river bank)
8am BCP Holy
Sam Holy Communion
Communion/ Zoom|  10am Lay-led
16th July Morning Prayer gam
11am Village
Service
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
Communion/Zoom Communion
%Brd July 11am Holy 9am
Communion
6pm Evensong
8am BCP Holy none
Communion
30th July
11am Holy
Communion
bth August 10am Group none
Service




The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames

(Closed Sunday Evening — November to May)
Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English,
French and Mediterranean style food.
Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November @

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room @@ .-,
Tel: 01491 638996 Fax: 01491 638045

Professional Oven Cleaning Services

Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy

Bvens ¢ 01491 714012

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY info@healthyovens_co_uk

www.healthyovens.co.uk

Gerrards Cross Slough High Wycombe Marlow Beaconsfield
38 Oak End Way 273 Farnham Road 891 London Road 21 -23 Little Marlow Road 32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01753 891892 Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01494 472572 Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 685000
www.arnold-

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals i L1 6 Generations of Service in the Community
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry A w 24 Hour Service

All breeds of Dogs and Cats + Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement
MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
1‘4{% PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years' Experience
Clipping/Hand Stripping

t

LZ(_ZV‘L Rotten Row Farm + Hambleden
} Henley-on-Thames + Oxon
COAT & TAILS .
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established

01491 574644 ETSheppard 1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk  info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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and several successful pairings, the male dies.
His length of life and prowess are dependent
on fat reserves built up as a larva because as
adults above ground, neither sex eat but are
thought to just drink tree sap or juice from
rotting fruit. After mating, a female may return
whence she emerged if there’s enough rotting
wood for further generations; or she may fly
off in search of another suitable site with a
preference for oak, but this is by no means
exclusive. She burrows into soft ground near a
rotting tree stump or dead wood and lays her
eggs. She may do this in two or three places
before she too dies. The eggs hatch into grubs,
move into and start eating the decaying wood
fibre, growing bigger and moulting several
times over a two or three-year period. At
last, one autumn, having moulted for a final
time, the larva (and a male larva can reach 11
centimetres long) works its way back down into
soft soil again. There it excavates a chamber
for itself the size of a chicken egg in which
metamorphosis takes place. Larvae take six
weeks to pupate into adult beetles and wait
patiently over winter until the warming earth
suggests their moment has arrived. Then they
burrow back up to ground level and live their
brief adult lives. Please leave fallen trees where
possible or consider sacrificing a week or two
of winter firewood to make a decent log stack
somewhere sunny in your garden to give these
superb beetles an opportunity to fly straight
into your face; it is so worth it!

Sarah Ronan

HAMBLEDEN

HAMBLEDEN
Defibrillator Training

Hambleden Parish Council is pleased to be
offering training on how to use the defibrillator
machines located around the parish, and how
to perform CPR. In addition, there will be a
section on the assessment and management
of choking. This will take place on Tuesday
4th July, at 7.00pm in Frieth Village Hall.
The session will last approximately 2 hours,
all over the age of 9 are welcome to attend.
It may be possible to provide transportation,
please contact the Clerk clerk@hambleden.
org.uk or 01494 881483 to discuss.

Lorna Coldwell

Publishing event of the year!

Forget The Sunday Times best sellers list!
Forget the Richard and Judy Book Club!
In Hambleden, the publishing event of the
year is ‘A Cruel Necessity’ — the story of
Hambleden and the Civil War, available now
from Hambleden Stores and at Church Teas
each Sunday afternoon.

Between 1642 and 1646, the Thames
between Henley and Hambleden was a hive
of military activity as the forces of the King
vied with those of Parliament for control of the
key strategic houses of Greenlands, Fawley
Court and Phyllis Court, dragging Hambleden
into the crossfire. Drawing on contemporary
sources, ‘A Cruel Necessity’ vividly describes
the actions that took place, puts them in their

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped kitchen
in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops classes and parties.
Website: Skirmettvillagehall.org. For bookings
Contact Mandy Heller 01491638355




historical context, and discusses the effect
they had on the local population.

A snip at £10!
Chris Whitehead

Come and join us for Tea and Cake in Hambleden Churchyard
every Bank Holiday Monday and Sunday afternoons 14:00 to 17:00
from Sunday 28th May until the Sunday 24th September. Ifit’s
raining we will still be there but inside the Church.

Cakes will range from tasty Lemon Drizzle, traditional Fruit Cake,
gooey Chocolate Cake, divine Coffee and Walnut Cake, scented
Pear Pistachio and Rosewater Cake, sticky Flapjacks, chocolatey
chocolate Brownies and many many more tempting flavours.

Each Sunday is run by a group of local people who give their time
and make most of the cakes and delicacies. On a rare occasion a
bought cake appears! Some weeks we even have wonderful
homemade savoury cakes and quiche/flans. It all depends on who
is running Teas that Sunday.

On some Sundays there will be live music. Violinists, a Ukulele
group or even a choir or two will surprise you by performing in the
church/churchyard....but not every week.

Is a beautiful 12™ century cruciform church standing at
the heart of one of the most attractive villages in the
Chiltern hills in Buckinghamshire.

The church is made of flint and chalk with stone
dressings under an old tiled roof.

The Norman church had a central tower which col-
lapsed in 1703 and a new tower was built at the west
endin 1721, .........( .come and learn more.

Tomas Brito visit to Kenricks on May
21st

We were pleased to receive a visit on May
21st from Tomas Brito from Santiago in Chile,
seen here at Kenricks with us and Revd Sue
Morton.

Tomas’s great great great great great great
grandfather was Matthew Kenrick, brother of
the Rector Revd Dr Scawen Kenrick who lived
in (and rebuilt) our house from 1724 to 1753.
Matthew and Scawen’s sister Martha Kenrick
married Sir William Clayton Bt. who owned
the Hambleden Estate, which may be how
Scawen came to get the living.
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Matthew Kenrick’s great grandson Cranmer
Kenrick emigrated to Australia around 1860
and his son Sir George Kenrick moved to
Valpariaso in Chile around 1890 where he
prospered in shipping, mining and banking.
He entertained Sir Ernest Shackleton the
Antarctic explorer on his return from the
South Pole.

Sir George’s son Arthur visited Hambleden in
1953 with his daughter Catherine and funded
the repair and restoration of the Kenrick family
mausoleum in Hambleden churchyard, now
sadly in need of another restoration. Arthur’s
daughter Elizabeth Kenrick was British Consul
in Valparaiso until 1998 and we are in touch
with her, hence the visit by her grandson
Tomas Brito who also visited the Church and
mausoleum.

Sue and Mark visited the Kenrick graves
in Valparaiso on their recent tour of Chile
and were able to discuss their tour with
Tomas who will return to Santiago in August.

We are pleased to have traced some of the
descendants of the Rector Revd Dr Scawen
Kenrick and they have been delighted to hear
from Hambleden where Scawen’s portrait
hangs in the Vestry.

Peter & Jill Steward
Kenricks,
Hambleden
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YOUR “CLEAN" RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

¢ NVO qualified

¢ Many references available in and around Henley
® No job too small!

® Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

* Prompt and friendly service!

o C.L.Sregistered business

® Full public liability insurance

e Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com
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ING 150 YEARS IN BOATI

Over 150 years of
River and Boating Service

Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
Self Drive Adventure

Luxury Boating Holidays

River Trips

Moorings and Storage
Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries
please contact Hobbs of Henley
on 01491572035

or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk

Iy ©




Danesfie[b Garoens
Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

& Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn

Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Betty Ryan
Phone: 01628 484509 and Isabel McCrindle

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370

www.tomalins.co.uk  office@tomalins.co.uk Chafﬁ

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

; (Established 1968)
*NFB

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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FAWLEY

Shining a light
on John Piper
(part 2)

Here is the first part
of the tour he would
have guided.

Walk inside Fawley
church. It is dark
but in the vestry is
his window, Tree of
Life (1976). It's a
motif (from Ezekiel)
he turned to many
times,  symbolising
creation and growth.
Marvel at the balance
and simplicity. He
drew the intertwined
Bob the dog leaves
in his garden. You
can see it if you go
down the narrow
lane to  Fawley
Bottom and peak at
Piper's old house.
His trees remain but
the flowers have
gone. He was a
passionate gardener
but didn’t like shrubs
—  “too  formal”.
He liked clumps,
especially of red hot
pokers,  sunflowers
and hogweed.
Now drive through
Stonor to Pishill and
before you get to
Russell Brand’s pub
turn left up Church
Lane to St Paul's
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Church, which is a strange T-shape, rebuilt
by the local vicar (at his own cost) in 1854.
The view from the lane towards Stonor Park
and the cricket pitch is majestic. In the church
is a Piper lancet, symbolising St Paul, whose
emblems are a sword and a book. Here the
book is shown open, held by two hands, in
front of a red sword — “the pen is mightier
than the sword”. The colours are typical Piper,
vibrant red and blue. Oddly, the vicars of the
Protestant churches of Pishill and Nettlebed
were appointed by the Stonors, staunch
Catholics (all Stonors, except heads of the
family, are still buried in the churchyard).

Now it’s a short drive to Turville and St Mary’s
Church, featured in the Vicar of Dibley and
the scene of a violent scrap in the 1942
propaganda film Went the Day Well? On the
way you may pass the deconsecrated church
in Turville Heath which is commemorated
in Piper’s St Mary’s window (1975). A hand
holds an Easter lily. The words are from the
Magnificat: “My soul doth magnify the Lord”.
You may refresh yourself at the Bull & Butcher.

Then on to St Paul’s, Bledlow Ridge, and
Piper’s abstract window of 1968. The message
is there is no message, it is about mood. Piper
explained: “The function (the flesh and blood
and bones of stained glass, its whole being) is
to qualify light and to intensify atmosphere...
not necessarily to produce a message.”

You can see another abstract Piper design,



FRIETH

a rose window, at
Flackwell Heath, near
Beaconsfield (1961).

On to Nettlebed and St
Bartholomew’s Church,
which was rebuilt in
1846 using local brick.
The glory of the two
Piper windows! The
triple east window,
dedicated to a revered
local doctor, has a
central Tree of Life,
flanked by fish and butterflies. The reds and
greens and blues shimmer. The baptistry
window is in memory of Peter Fleming, the
travel writer (and brother of lan of James
Bond fame) and has another tree with game
birds perching, symbolic of his squirearchy.
In the churchyard lie many of the Fleming
family, including Celia Johnson, who rests
next to Peter, her husband. She is described
on the headstone as “A fine actress”. An
understatement. If you have time for one
Piper window only, see the east window.
During the war Fleming was an intelligence
officer and dreamed up a wizard wheeze —
dropping dummy periscopes in the Indian
Ocean to fool the Japanese into wasting a lot
of depth charges.

Piper’s designs and art are © The Piper Estate
/ DACS 2023

Nicky Bird
(First published in Henley Life, February
2023)

FRIETH
Frieth School

Some amazing sports news to begin! League
winners, play-off winners and unbeaten all
season - an unbelievable achievement for our
netball team! As they say, matches are won
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on the training ground and this is the result
of players and coaches training week in and
week out. Congratulations, Frieth is very
proud of you!

I'm also so proud of our rugby team for
adapting to a completely new set of rules
at the ‘touch’ rugby festival at Maidenhead
Rugby Club. It's so important our children
are exposed to tough challenges and new
experiences so they come out more resilient
and stronger. Two very narrow loses and two
draws but most importantly smiles on the
children’s faces!

Linking to our science curriculum, Year 1
and 2 had a fantastic time at the Lady Ryder
Memorial Garden at Parmoor. They will be
visiting a number of times over the coming
weeks where they will be learning about
different plants and the conditions needed for
growth as well as getting their hands dirty! 1
would like to offer a huge thanks to all the
fantastic volunteers at Parmoor. How lucky we
are to have this opportunity on our doorstep!



Our Head Girl, Hannah Hunt, brought in
sunflower seeds for all the pupils at Frieth.
Hannah hopes that everyone will enjoy
growing their sunflowers and would love to
see some of them entered into the sunflower
competition at the Frieth Flower and Produce
Show on 10th September. I look forward to
seeing the entries!

What a fantastic event the Frieth School
Family Festival and Camp Night was! Big
thanks to the PTA and the many volunteers
who helped out.

Martin Gosling, Headteacher
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NETTLEBED
Nettlebed Art and Craft Show

Start painting and crafting to exhibit at
Nettlebed Art and Craft Show in Nettlebed
School Community Hall. This is open for two
days: Saturday 5th August 12noon to 6pm,
and Sunday 6th August 10am to 5pm. Entry
forms will be issued with full instructions. If
you would like to show your work, please
email: nettlebedas@gmail.com or phone
01491 641138 to get on our mailing list.
Come and support us over the weekend.
There is free parking and free entry. Teas
are available on both days. This show has
something affordable for everyone including
wonderful paintings and various crafts
including sculpture, woodturning, cards, glass
mosaics, textiles and jewellery. Our profits are
donated to local charities.

Kirsten Jones

Nettlebed Art & Craft
Show 2023

will be held in Nettlebed
Community School Hall

on Saturday 5th August
12 noon to 6 pm and

Sunday 6th August
10 am to 5 pm

For Entry Forms to show
paintings or to have a craft table:

email: nettlebedas@gmail.com
or phone Susan on 01491
641138

All proceeds go to Local
Charities

Free entry and parking.
Teas available all day.

Disabled Access



ADVERTISEMENTS

Corfu — comfortable sea-edge villa
in Durrell country to let privately.
Between Kassiopi and St Stefanos.
Direct BA flights

from LHR Ter.5. www.
corfubeachhouse.co.uk Armstrong
01491 571324

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. Family
cottage with garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet
lane with footpath leading to huge
sandy beach. Excellent surfing,
walking, golf. Very reasonable rents.
Beck- Burridge 01491 413171.

Computer Problems?

Local help in fixing problems,
selecting systems and personal tuition
including email/ internet. Contact
Matt on 01491 575998 or 07821
592928.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage by
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon. Three
bedroom cottage, recent refurb,
stunning estuary views, quiet &
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy
access beaches/walks, holiday lets
throughout year, 01491 577344

The Pet Feeders - We
look after your pets when
you can't. Local firm,

insured/CRB checked.
www.thepetfeeders.com.
Mobile: 0753 100 7419. Email:
info@thepetfeeders.com

Valencia Large Luxury

Family Villa with Pool and

Tennis Court. 15 mins from the City
Centre, 10 mins from the Airport.
Sleeps 14 comfortably, 6 bedrooms /
4 bathrooms. Visit www.
homeaway.co.uk/p1029900 to see
our reviews. Contact Virginia or
Andy Coombes for more information
on 01491639419/ 07860847256

Snowdonian Cottage. Cosy and
comfortable traditional 3 bed stone
cottages sleeps 6, wood burner and
wi-fi, in coastal village, Liwyngwril
on the Welsh Coastal Path. An ideal
base to enjoy and explore ‘the most
dramatic and alluring region in
Wales’. Beaches, mountains, River
Mawdach and Dyfi Estuaries, lakes
and so much more. Dog Friendly.
Contact Euan McCrindle 07713
952495 / 01628 475644 or email
euanmccrindle@hotmail.com for
more information and detail.

Music Teacher! - Qualified
musician offering great value

Piano and Vocal lessons. 5 Years
Experience, Fun and engaging
lessons for all ages and abilities.
Contact Sasha Steventon (BMus) on
07740 289467 or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2, available
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful
location for exploring this beautiful
island. Wonderful panoramic views,
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more
information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring,
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 4
Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel
01491 579442 Member of British
Dog Groomers Association and Pet
Care Trust

Snowdonia Holiday cottage in
Snowdonia National Park. Elegant
home situated in Dolgellau available
for holidays. Great walking,

cycling and the beach are all on

the doorstep of this refurbished

four storey traditional Welsh stone
house. Full weeks, short breaks and
weekends all available. Sleeps six,
three bedrooms. Pet friendly. Two
cosy wood burners. Full details at
www.dioni.co.uk/cottage/ty-gobaith
Contact Charlotte Digby for further
information charlottedigby4@gmail.
com 07771576856.

Turville Northend Village Hall

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L
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Protecting your wealth and loved ones

* Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that
have may not have the correct Will in place.

* If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not
necessarily inherit your share.
* An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

* Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or
separation settlements.

* By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and
personal welfare are in safe hands.

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets,
regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.
My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. I
learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com 0781 0642 505

@ Physiolistic

Are you Do you Are you

getting struggle with getting stiffer

over an . your mobility | and losing
operation? or balance? flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches

and pains?

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in
both pain and movement.

They will find out why you are in pain or
not moving well, help address this as
quickly as possible and get you moving
and doing what you love again.

We are open 7 days a week with free parking
at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at
physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,
Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

Hambleden Valley Group of Churches
Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Sue Lepp,
07930 520562, revdsuelepp@gmail.com

Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com

Director of Music and Choir:
Christine Wells BEM, 01491 571588,
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,

hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Sue Brice, 01491 638788, mail@suebrice.com
Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk
Fawley (St Mary the Virgin)
Churchwarden: David Napier,

01491 574230,

david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

Fingest (St Bartholomew)

Churchwardens:
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,
jill@sundawn.uk.com

Frieth (St John the Evangelist)

Churchwarden: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com
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Village Hall Bookings:

website www.friethvillagehall.org

email friethvillagehall@gmail.com

Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:

Mary (01494 881501), Andy (01494 881586),
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club:

Ben Smiley

friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypit] @btinternet.com

Hambleden (St Mary the Virgin)
Churchwarden:

Jill Steward 01491 571320
jillsteward @hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden:

Sharon Smith 01628 487458 sharon-
smith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email
Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,

01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org
Pilates: Mondays 11 - 12 Fran Presho,

07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30

Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409
Hambleden Social and Sports Club: Open
daily from 8 pm Pat Eldridge,

01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons,
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

Indoor Market: Hambleden, 2nd Saturday in
Month (except January)



Medmenham (St Peter and St Paul)
Churchwarden:

Vacant. Please contact Rev. Sue Lepp,
07930 520562, revsuelepp@gmail.com
Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk
Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

Skirmett

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am.

Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

Hambleden Valley Garden Club: Meetings
Oct-Mar on first Tuesday each month at Skirmett
Village Hall 7.30. Contact Celia Warren, 01491
638691.

Turville (St Mary the Virgin)
Church Warden:

Caroline Sants, 01491 638994
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com
Deputy Churchwarden:

Vicky Hollier vickyhollier@aol.com
Bell Ringing: Wed practice,
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025
rachel@markjwallace.com
Sunday School: Sara Harman,

01491 639211

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

Turville Northend
Village Hall Bookings:

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga: Saturday 8.45-9.45am,

Tiffany 07785 615583
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Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171,
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613;

Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Susie Phillips, 01491 639584;
Elizabeth Arnott, 01491 638337,

Sarah Evans, 01491 639240;

Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.
Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,

01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
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OWLANDSCAPES

CREATIVE LANDSCAPE GARDENING
- Patios & paths « Brickwork « Planting & hedging
* Fencing = Driveways = Wildflower meadows
= Lawns = Garden maintenance = Tree surdery
« Woodland management = Agricultural fencing

Telephone: 01844 351919 Mobile: 07718 257104
Email: rowlandscapesgigooglemail.com  Website: www.rowlandscapes.com

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices
* 1to 1 teaching Please contact:
* Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
* Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

M4D. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com
e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES EST" over 300 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS - RESTORERS < BROKLERS

FTELEPHONE: G1628 A24888 "WWW . FETERFREEBRODY, COxM
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»
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catfering

We are special event caterers in
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and
the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up?
We love to chat food.

01865 400341 | even s@green§cofering.co.uk Call us foday on 01865 400341,
Www.greensco’rerlng.co.uk



P

TIM PEERS

ESTATE AGENTS

Advice you

can trust,

sales@timpeers.com lettings@timpeers.com

Tim Peers Estate Agents | 19 Duke Street
Henley-on-Thames | Oxfordshire | RG9 1UR



