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Weekday Services

Holy Communion:

Turville: Wednesday 10.15 a.m., with
Ministry of Healing on 4th Wednesday.
Holy Days (except Weds), see Calendar.

Emergencies:
If you are unable to contact the Group
Priests, please get in touch with your

churchwarden.

All contributions are welcome, to the
Editor, Penny McLeish
editor@hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk
3 Abbey Cottages, Ferry Lane,
Medmenham SL7 2HB

Telephone 01491 571288

Please keep articles within 350 words. Copy
deadline is 15th of the month.

Printed by Higgs and Co., Henley.
Tel. 01491 419429




Magi, Messiah and the Way of the
World

As we move on
from Christmas and
celebrate the New
Year, we've probably
already sung We
: Three Kings in our
‘ carol services; but the
- " Epiphany story has a
lot to teach us about ourselves, and God,
and dark deception.

Matthew’s Gospel tells us of the Magi,
and we assume there are three, because
there are three gifts.

They are envoys, rather than Kkings,
having seen something in the heavens
that sends them in search of a new King
of the Jews: more as trade delegates than
worshippers; but their misconceptions
bring disaster to the families of Bethlehem.

From a Christian perspective, we see
that their blunderings lead them to the
Messiah, God’s anointed; and they duly
present their Gold, Frankincense and
Muyrrh. Little do they know that Jesus has
come to challenge the worldly powers
and harsh inequality that they take for
granted.

We all live in ‘the world’, and there is
nothing wrong with working hard and

GROUP LETTER

doing well: Jesus’ parables and teachings
commend it; but only if we are honest
and generous, and don't put our trust in
earthly things more than in God, who
made us.

However, as the baffled Magi return by
another road, the blind fury of ‘the way
of the world’ is shown in all its horror,
as the fearful and ruthless puppet-king,
Herod, sends brutal troops to destroy any
child that might threaten his kingship.

Any of us who grasp at position or power
run two main risks: that we miss the better
gift, by clinging to what we think should
be ours; and that we fall into dubious
ways that are ultimately damaging to
ourselves and to those around us.

How much better to put the needs of
others first, and trust in God’s good
providence for what we truly need?

As Jesus himself said,

“Your Father in heaven knows that you
need all these [earthly] things. Instead,
give first place to His Kingdom, and to
what he requires, and he will provide you
with all these other things. So, do not
worry about tomorrow. ., ” [Matthew 6.32+]

May God bless you with a joyful and
peaceful new year.

Best wishes, Stephen

HIGGS

GROUP

Design * Print * Copying ¢ Office Supplies * Publishing
Publishers of the Henley Standard
Printers of the Hambleden Valley Group Magazine

Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD
T: 01491 419429  E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk  W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk




DRAPES

DESIGN Co.

Design & decoration
Window dressings & drapes
Loose covers & upholstery

Products for your home interiors

Style & inspiration to create a wonderful home




-S{L@f Sooki Exclusive & Bespoke Restoration

l'h-: neming Bostwcr

) Call for a free estimate now on
stef@thecharmingrestorer.com

thecharmingrestorer.com 0] 75 021 3 1 8 5 4

Antique and
Furniture
Repairs and
Restoration

Building and

Bespoke
Joinery
Designs

Lo g Window
[T . = Repairsand
: Restoration

CLIVEDEN

CONSERVATION

FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF
STATUARY,
MASONRY, MOSAICS,
MONUMENTS,
PLASTERWORK &
DECORATIVE ARTS

With offices st

Cliwedem Dasare, pear Watdenbead
AN SOETR)
A tdown Eviste, near Nash
t, 1R 43000
Haughton, Marolk
I Q148 528570

www.divedenconservation.com

" The 17th Century Charch of St Peter & St Paul, Coleshill. e et
Conservation work carried out on four medieval tombs, effigies of knights and monuments. oy




GROUP NOTES AND NEWS

The Annual Magazine Subscription

Dear subscribers to our Group magazine,
we have decided this year to offer to
everyone the opportunity to pay for the
annual subscription by way of a bank
transfer (BACS) as well as the traditional
cheque or cash payment to your local
distributor. This will hopefully be helpful
to many and will reduce the amount of
cheque writing and cash handling. The
centre page of this issue explains how to
proceed and I would just like to emphasise
that using the reference section of the
BACS authority will be essential. This is
where you are able to show your name
and very briefly refer to your village
location. It is this "identity" that will enable
us to confirm your payment. We trust you
will find this extra payment option to be a
helpful alternative.

Wishing you a very happy and healthy
New Year,

David Napier, Group Treasurer

Hambleden Valley Garden Club

In December, Russell Bowes gave an
inspirational (and entertaining) talk about
Lancelot Capability Brown putting his
work in the context of the times when the
fashion for extensive formal gardens was
changing to a ‘natural’ landscape inspired
by the educational Grand Tour. Capability
Brown was born to a humble family on
an estate in Kirkhale, Northumberland.
There is an unproven speculation that he
may have been fathered by one of the
landowner Loraine family, the possible
reason for him receiving an education
and later on an introduction to Lord
Cobham of Stowe. It was at Stowe that he
was referred to as the Capable Mr. Brown

because of his genius for designing the
landscape garden and putting his ideas
into effect. He then had his own practice
and became much in demand and
famous for the many landscape gardens
he created which are so well-known
today. The evening finished with festive
mulled wine and mince pies.

In January, John Tyler, a local naturalist
and Fellow of the Royal Entomological
Society, will present a talk “The Seasons”,
a leisurely stroll through a year in the
British countryside. New members are
most welcome. Please ring Celia Warren,
01491 638691, for more information.

Lizzie Arnott

Chiltern Arts Festival 2020

On Friday 6th March, in the evening,
Danny Driver (pianist) is performing
‘Beethoven and the Loss of Vital
Senses’ in St Mary the Virgin Church,
Hambleden.

Focusing on composers who have
suffered the loss of a vital sense — be it
vision or hearing — Danny Driver creates
a programme of music created in the face
of adversity, culminating with Beethoven’s
magnificent ‘Hammerklavier'.

On the same day, at lunchtime, we have
the Magnard Wind Ensemble performing
‘Passion Prevails’ in Church of St Peter
and St Paul, Medmenham.

The outstanding Magnard Ensemble
presents a programme that explores
overcoming adversity in a number of
ways, ranging from political unrest in
Soviet Russia, Elizabethan England
and turbulent wartime Europe to the
achievements of Amy Beach: the first

Continued on page 7



BOATHBUILDERS o TIHE THAMES EST" OveEk 300 YEARS

BOATBUILDERS + RESTORERS - BROKERS

FELEFPHIOINME: D1628 824248 WWW . PETERFREERCFY O Or A
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILL LANE, HURLEY, DERKSHIRE, 51L& AN

Fabulglis VillaJ

=

Secluded family villa in tiny village

5 minutes from Soller.

Overlooked by Tramuntana Mountains.
Private pool. Air conditioning. Sleeps 10.

Tel: 01494 881176

www.sollervilla.co.uk




The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, free parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

(77 chitdcare
Turville Nursery,
Preschool

& Forest School

Small classes and tailored learning

for children aged from 0 - 5 years old.

We would love to meet you!

VT (W | /H ) A‘“

01491 638 071 turvilleschool@evolution-childcare.co.uk
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American woman to compose, publish
and premiere a symphony.

Since 2012 the Magnard Ensemble has
built a reputation for delivering high-
quality performances and dynamic
educational projects. Making their
international debut at the Culture &
Convention Centre Lucerne, Switzerland
in January 2017, they have appeared at
venues ranging from Wigmore Hall and
St Martin-in-the-Fields to festivals and
societies nationwide. They are one of our
three Take Note ensembles this year. Take
Note is the Chiltern Arts Young Artist
Platform, discovering and championing
outstanding young ensembles.

Please see next month for more details.
Fi Harding

Full Performance Details:

Septura Brass Septet: One Equal Music,

Friday 28th February 2020, 7.30pm,
St Mary’s Church, Princes Risborough

Come and Sing Tippetts Five Spirituals
with the Come and Sing Company
[CHORAL DAY], Saturday 29th February
2020, 11.30am-6pm, Church of St
Mary-le-More, Wallingford

The Marian Consort: Singing in Secret
[CHORAL DAY], Saturday 29th
February 2020, 8pm, St Peter’s Church,
Wallingford

Youth Music and Art Day, Sunday 1st
March 2020, 10am-5pm, Queen’s Hall,
Royal Grammar School, High Wycombe
The Phoenix Piano Trio: Into the Silence,
Monday 2nd March 2020, 7.30pm, All
Saints’ Church, Marlow

Ensemble Hesperi: ‘The Temple of
Apollo, Tuesday 3rd March 2020, 1pm,

Church of St Peter and St Paul, Tring

The Piccadilly Revellers: Cabaret,
Concert and Dinner, Tuesday 3rd March
2020, 7pm, The Gatsby, Berkhamsted

Dame Evelyn Glennie in conversation
with Katy Hamilton, Wednesday 4th
March 2020, 6.30pm, Chantry House, St
Mary’s Church, Henley-on-Thames

Dame Evelyn Glennie and Trio HLK:
Extra Sensory Perception, Wednesday
4th March 2020, 7.30pm, St Mary’s
Church, Henley-on-Thames

Matthew Wadsworth Pre-Concert Talk,
Thursday 5th March 2020, 6.30pm,
Church of St Peter and St Paul, Great
Missenden

Matthew  Wadsworth and  Dame
Evelyn  Glennie: Candlelit Lute,
Thursday 5th March 2020, 7.30pm,
Church of St Peter and St Paul, Great
Missenden

Magnard Ensemble: Passion Prevails,
Friday 6th March 2020, 1pm, Church
of St Peter and St Paul, Medmenham,
Marlow

Danny Driver (pianist): Beethoven and
the Loss of Vital Senses, Friday 6th
March 2020, 7.30pm, St Mary the Virgin
Church, Hambleden (nr Henley-on-
Thames)

Salomé String Quartet: Two Sides of the
Coin, Saturday 7th March 2020, 1pm,
Hughenden Parish Church

City of London Sinfonia: Beethoven
and Mozart, Saturday 7th March
2020, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Old
Amersham

Tickets: Online tickets: https://chilternarts.

com/festival , Box office phone: 01442
920303



WILDLIFE

Winter

East wind -

Break down the shutters

Of the moaning night
Secure the brown earth fast
In icy fetters,

Shroud the land in white
With shrivelling blast.

Frost —

Puddles in the lane
Splinter silent dawn

With noisy broken glass,
And robins search in vain
The hard unyielding lawn,
For crumbs in frozen grass.

From By Hook or by Crook by John
Eve

(John Eve’s widow and daughter live
in the Valley and have, kindly, given us
permission to print some of his poems)

WILDLIFE
Oh no, all those leaves

Gardening is one of my jobs and I have

_— X

just spent weeks raking up leaves from
lawns and driveways (no fancy leaf
blower) and adding them to the compost
heap. It’s a job which keeps me warm on
the coldest of days!

i

Before a tree sheds its leaves most of
the nutrients are re-absorbed leaving
cellulose and lignin. In the natural
environment the slow decomposition
of leaves (by fungal activity) provides a
moist growing medium for young plants,
protects the ground from drying out
during periods of low rainfall and allows
the plant nutrients bound up in the leaves
to be released slowly back into the soil
where they can be re-used by plants. Leaf
mould is not high in nutrient content, but
it is an excellent soil conditioner because
of its ability to retain moisture (it absorbs
five times its weight in water) and provide
a good growing medium for seedling
roots. It will help break down heavy soils
like clay to improve soil structure.

Leaves can be rotted down separately
in bags or bins, but this takes up to two
years (evergreens take even longer and
are best avoided). It is important to keep
the leaves damp but not sodden and it
really helps if they are shredded first with
a lawn mower. However, I normally add
them to my compost heaps and try and
balance the brown carbon in the fallen
leaves with green organic material, lawn
mowings etc., which are full of nitrogen.
These heaps heat up considerably and
are full of worms, woodlice and bacteria.
[ also turn the heaps to mix the material
and make sure they get re-oxygenated.

But with all this tidying remember to leave
some leaves on the lawn. These will be
taken down and eaten by worms whose
activity will oxygenate the roots and feed
the grass. More about the benefits of
worms another time!

Don’t forget the Big Garden Birdwatch on
the weekend of 25-27th January. More

Continued on page 11



NOW MORE THAN EVER, OUR 150
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE MATTERS

: 3 Stephen Christie-Miller L * Charlie Chavasse
ﬁ Head of Office = Residential Sales
e 01491843 010 I & 01494 843 024
‘ schristie-miller@savills.com cchavasse@savills.com

Alex Lee

Head of Lettings
01491 843 015
arlee@savills.com

SAVILLS HENLEY | 58-60 BELL ST, HENLEY-ON-THAMES RG9 2BN | 01491843000 | SAVILLS.COM




Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning
Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.EA.S. and Gas Board
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321
Mobile 07850 196616

Peter the Painter

T/A Ideal Decorations

Interior and Exterior Decoration
32 Green Dragon Lane, Flackwell Heath, Bucks HP10 932
Telephone: 01628 527865 Mobile: 07976 513652
peterthepainter@live.co.uk

Picture Framing
For all your framing and mirror needs.

Come to the workshop that deals in traditional framing techniques and contemporary mould-
ings, offering a wide selection of samples, mounts and specialist glass to choose from.

.| Damaged frames? Ornate or simple these can often be repaired.
Located at Watercroft Farm, Cadmore End Common, HP14 3PS

Telephone 01494 881527

Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers * Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery ¢ Tracks and Poles ¢

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

For personal, helpful service, please call
Tel: 01844 261769 » Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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details can be found at https://www.rspb.
org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/

Penny McLeish

HAMBLEDEN
Village Hall Quiz

A huge thank you to everyone who
contributed to a fun packed evening in the
Village Hall on November 29 — especially
our Quizmeister, Ken Cugnoni, and our
own Masterchef, Carolyn Comella.

Also, thanks to all those generous folks
who donated raffle prizes. One lucky
person took away a signed copy of
Booker Prize winner Julian Barnes’
latest book. Others won free logs from
the Hambleden Estate, cinema tickets,
and special Christmas cards designed by
our very own Karen Musgrave-Hill and
Gwyneth Ashcroft.

After deducting our expenses, together
we raised £820 for the Village Hall repairs
fund - a fantastic achievement.

Thank you all again — and book the date
in next year’s diary — November 27, 2020.
Tickets will go on sale on November 1.

Chris

Coffee Morning

Can I please say a BIG THANK YOU to
all who supported the coffee morning,
we raised £591.67 a fantastic amount.
Look forward to next year.

Pat Eldridge

Hambleden WI December 2019

A delightful visit to Greys Court was
made by a small group of members

11

HAMBLEDEN

in early December. The house was
beautifully decorated for Christmas and
an enjoyable and most informative tour
of the gardens, was enjoyed by all. We
are highly tempted to revisit in Spring next
year. Additionally, it was most interesting
to learn about Lady Elizabeth Brunner
and her involvement in the National
Federation of Women’s Institutes. Our
visit concluded with a delicious afternoon
tea in the café and the added bonus of
thawing out!

Our Christmas party was held at The
Stag & Huntsman Inn in Hambleden
Village on the evening of Thursday 12th
December when forty-four members
gathered together for a most convivial
evening. A massive thanks to Marius
and his wonderful team, who were so
welcoming and friendly and provided us
with such excellent service and delicious
food. The evening was a tremendous
success, greatly enjoyed. The raffle was
well supported with a variety of tempting
prizes, including a Christmas wreath
made and generously donated by Ruth
Kitching. Overall the WI 2019 Christmas
party was a fitting conclusion to a most
enjoyable and successful Centenary Year
and a big thank you to all who enabled it.

Our next meeting will be held on
Thursday 9th January 2020 at 7.30pm
in Hambleden Village Hall. Our 2020
programme will begin with a talk by
Simon Williams entitled, “Is it Fun to
be Fooled?” Billed as a light-hearted
evening focused on magic and illusion.

Hambleden WI has over 60 members
who generally meet once a month.

We very much welcome new members.
Continued on page 18



Absolutely

CARPET, RUGS, UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOOR CLEANING

The most thorough cleaning you've ever seen... or it’s FREE.

For Absolutely Fabulous cleaning of your carpets, upholstery,
rugs or stone floors, give us a call today

_—

“Excellent time keeping, very courteous, excellent workmanship” # # # % %
“Honest, friendly, efficient and reliable” # # # % #
“Thorough, prompt, friendly, knowledgeable” # # % % %
“| would definitely recommend this company to all my friends and family.” # % # # %

www.abfab.uk.com

Holiday Villa to Let
www.corfubeachhouse.co.uk
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YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

® NVO qualified

e Many references available in and around Henley
® No job too small!

® Interior & exterior work done!

® Free competitive quotes! No obligation

e Prompt and friendly service!

e C.1.S registered business

® Full public liability insurance

e Specialist in rural run down property

01189 9344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.co.uk

- Selwyn Palmer Architects R

Chartered Architects

Personal, friendly service from experienced practice with several Local
Design Awards

Houses/Extensions/Alterations/Listed Buildings/Conservation

\_ Frieth - tel: O1494 881273 . Henley-on-Thames )

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

%NFB v

Ragas Nodoae o Bysmn

Thea aign. of

BUILDERS and DECORATORS ==

* TRUST
MARK
G [rogne: Fa i

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366  Fax: 01491 410931
e-mail: wywebbandson@googlemail.com
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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2020

Sun 5 Epiphany. Valley First Sunday:
10am, Valley Choral Eucharist, Medmenham.
QOasis will return in March.

Tues 7 2.30-4pm, Hambleden Valley Churches Tea Club, Parmoor.
Wed 8 10.15am, Eucharist, Turville.

Fri 10 2pm, Barney’s Toddler Group, Frieth Village Hall.

Sun 12 Baptism of Christ. Normal services including:

6pm, Plough Sunday Evensong, Turville.
Tues 14 2.30-4pm, Hambleden Valley Churches Tea Club, Parmoor.
Wed 15 10.15am, Eucharist, Turville.
Sun 19 Epiphany 2. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Mon 20 7.30pm, Medmenham PCC.
Tues 21 2.30-4pm, Hambleden Valley Churches Tea Club, Parmoor.
Wed 22 10.15am, Eucharist with prayers for healing, Turville.

Sun 26 Epiphany 3. Normal services including:
7pm, Compline, Fingest.

Tues 28 2.30-4pm, Hambleden Valley Churches Tea Club, Parmoor.
Wed 29 10.15am, Eucharist, Turville.

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2020

Sun 2 Presentation. Valley First Sunday:
10am, Valley Choral Eucharist, Hambleden.
6pm, Candlemas Evensong, Fingest.

Tues 4 2.30-4pm, Hambleden Valley Churches Tea Club, Parmoor.
Wed 5 10.15am, Eucharist, Turville.
Fri 7 2pm, Barney’s Toddler Group, Frieth Village Hall.
Hambleden Village Stores & Post Office
Visit our friendly store for your “One Stop Shop & Post Office Services”. @

Open 7 Days a Week

We stock a wide variety of daily delivered locally sourced fresh meat, game and “award winning pies” from the well-established
award winning butcher, Vicars Game; buy in-store or next day delivery available.

We sell a wide range of produce from daily essentials to artisan cheeses, speciality Scotch Eggs, Laceys Farm dairy produce, fresh bread,
homemade filled rolls which are made in our own kitchen, fresh fruit & veg and a large selection of quality fine wines from local suppliers.

Join us for freshly brewed teas, coffee, cakes - Free Parking - Full banking facilities at the Post Office — Euros — Travel/Home/Pet Insurance
Open Monday - Saturday 8:00am - 17:00pm and Sunday 8:30am -13:00pm (in line with daylight saving hours — winter months)

58 The Village, Hambleden, Henley On Thames, RG9 6RT
01491 571201 - info@hambledenvillagestores.com
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Sunday Services This Month

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Hambleden Medmenham Fawley Fingest Frieth Turville
5th January 10am, Valley Choral Eucharist, Medmenham
Epiphany Qasis resumes in March
8am, BCP Holy
9am Hol Communion
12th January Communign
11am Holy 11am Morning
Baptism of Communion Praise
Christ 6pm Evensong
for Plough
Sunday
9am Morning 9am Holy
19th January Praise Communion
Epiphany2 | 1lam Morning |  11am Holy
Praise Communion
8am, BCP Holy
Communion Sarmn Holy
26th January Communion
1lam quy 1lam Hgly %gl(’)naglul;gg
Epiphany 3 Communion | Communion Mice/Monkeys
7pm Compline
2nd February
Presentation 10am, Valley Choral Eucharist, Hambleden
of Christ in the 6pm, Candlemas Evensong, Fingest
Temple
From The Registers
Holy Baptism
November 24  George William Manderfield Medmenham
December 8 Ruby Rockett Ackerley Hambleden
Holy Matrimony
December 14 Alexander Coleridge and Davina Collas Hambleden

Rest in Peace
December 11 Ashley Jones
December 19  Albert Lewis

15

Funeral and Burial, Fingest
Funeral and Burial, Hambleden



The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames

(Closed Sunday Evening — November to May)
Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English,
French and Mediterranean style food.
Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November @

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room @& V..
Tel: 01491 638996 Fax: 01491 638045

\ . ld 21-23 Little Marlow Road Marlow
AIrno 01628 898866

891 London Road, High Wycombe
01494 472572

Funeral

b crvice Traditional and Alternative Funerals

24 Hour Attendance

~ Pre-Payment Plan
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk Home visits by appointment

All breeds of Dogs and Cats * Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

f MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
'vﬁ

PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years' Experience
Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm - Hambleden

Je
Henley-on-Thames * Oxon

COAT & TAILS . b
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase

not coinciding, travelling, house building work, n*i' WITH '-‘o;;\
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to __.--"Q_a %ﬁ

sell your house more quickly - we offer a .
friendly and flexible local service. |

se,

With competitive rates, secure storage B A R N

and hassle free 24/7 access, ST(, RE

contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAG

01189 404163 www.barn-store.co.uk
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Turville Northend Vlllage Hall

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6LJ

Precise Detailed Furniture To
DoUGLAS GRIFFIN Your Requirement

FURNITURE MAKER

Contemporary & Traditional

01491 638512 Handmade Bespoke Furniture
07787 115944

www.griffin-furniture.co.uk HP14 3XT

Cholsey Grange, lostone, High Wycombe, Bucks

OWLANDSCAPES

CREATIVE LANDSCAPE GARDENING
= Patios & paths = Brickwork = Planting & hedging

= Fencing = Driveways = Wildflower meadows
» Lawns « Garden maintenance « Tree surdery
- Woodland management « Agricultural fencing

Telephone: 01844 351919 Mobile: 07718 257104
Email: rowlandscapes@googlemail.com Website: www.rowlandscapes.com
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FAWLEY AND FINGEST

For further information and to see our
2020 programme, please visit our website
at www.hambleden-wi.org. If you would
like to consider joining, please feel free
to come along as a visitor to any of our
meetings, a warm welcome awaits you.

We wish you a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year from us all at
Hambleden WI.

Sally-Ann Roberts

FAWLEY
Fawley Railway Nativity 2019

Photo: Nick Forde

This is a tradition going back many
years, started by Sir William and Lady
McAlpine, which takes place at their
Fawley Hill railway station. It features a
real engine, cast of ‘thousands’ - mostly
local, usually including sheep and
wayward ponies, a rocket propelled
Star of Bethlehem, narration of the
Christmas Story by the Station Master,
the Rev Stephen Southgate, music
by Suzannah Shaw and Muffin Hurst
herding the small participants, ending

18

a

with Father and Mother Christmas
arriving on the train bearing promising
sacks.

The afternoon started with impressive,
squally gusts hurling horizontal rain but,
by 4pm, the gods had realised the gravity
of the situation, so the storm abated and
a fine if chilly evening ensued. The latter
was helped with copious quantities of
mulled wine, however the Angel Gabriel
who provided a magical moment,
hovering ethereally on high over the
tunnel entrance, was exposed to the cold
North wind. Frozen despite her golfing
thermals!

Another great Fawley event raising
money for charities, including our much
needed Fawley Church Appeal.

Hilary Beck-Burridge

FINGEST

Fingest Past

Fingest Section, Home Guard on parade
at Manor Farm, Fingest

Home Guard - During the Second
World War, 1939-1945, Fingest had its
own “Dad’s Army”, the Fingest Section
of E Company, 4th Bucks Home Guard,

Continued on page 21



A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 ™~

www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com | Charter

Toma I N & Son Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RGO 1AG | ‘i’ *

J. A. BRAKSPEAR PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
TEL/FAX: 01491 575428
E-MAIL: JOHNBRAKSPEAR@GMAIL.COM

& Bathroom renovations * Boilers Replaced
: Heating system Maintenance and Installation
i Free Estimates * No Job Too Small

Danesfield Gardens
Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

" Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Betty Ryan
Phone: 01628 484509 and Isabel McCrindle

MuD. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected
Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
and of locally made traditional barbecue charcoal

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN

01494 832901

www.donlogs.com

e-mail: djmac@globalnet.co.uk
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HAMBLEDEN ARTISAN MARKET
#ambleden Village Hall MJE_V_) plus

RRTELY LOCAL!
Second Saturday TR

new
of the Month t Jmgl Artisan
10am {0 3.30 pm F Cafe

G M PAGE
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

DINING TABLES REFINISHED

FRENCH POLISHING AND MODERN FINISHES
RE-UPHOLSTERY

CANE AND RUSH WORK

SPECIALIST VENEER REPAIRS

DESKS RE-LEATHERED

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

TELEPHONE: 01494 511234
MOBILE: 07754533128

EMAIL: pagel830@aol.com
WEBSITE: gmpagerestoration.co.uk

EST. 1988

Skl.rett Village Hall

Parties Classes . /m
Meetmgs “m

Fuﬂy Equipped Modem Kitchen with Dishwasher
Missy Davies 01491 639 297 Emgail: missy.davies@gmcil.com
Website: skirmettvillagehall.org
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formed 1st May, 1940. The Home Guard
had started life as the Local Defence
Volunteers (L.D.V)). Its C.O. was Major
N. Gold of Manor Farm, Chequers Lane,
Fingest. Manor Farm was the company
H.Q. and where the Fingest Section
paraded and met for training. Target
practice was carried out on a rifle range
situated in a field off Chequers Lane
north of the farm.

Exercises took place in the village, with
some of the local residents acting as
casualties, and in the surrounding woods
and fields. During some exercises a vehicle
with corrugated iron sheets fixed to its
sides would be driven down Chequers
Lane. Members of the Home Guard
would hurl “grenades” from behind the
churchyard wall at the “armoured car”.

The Fingest section of the Home Guard
was featured in an article in the Picture
Post magazine of 16th December 1944.
The article was published on the occasion
of the standing down of the Home Guard
when a march past and salute, taken by
King George VI, took place in Hyde Park,
London. The article carried photographs
of the Fingest Section outside the Chequers
Inn and in Chequers Lane being mustered
for the stand-down and march-off. The
Bucks Home Guard, E Company stood
down on the 3rd December 1944.

Don Boreham

TURVILLE
Turville Ringers need YOU

Wouldn't you just love to say you ring
the bells at the Vicar of Dibley church —
or below the Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
windmill?!
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TURVILLE

Bell ringing — campanology — is an
ancient British art commencing in the
16th century. It is a great physical and
musical skill requiring patience, rhythm
and stance. It feels quite special to be part
of this unique British tradition and those
who do it are proud to be continuing
something that is part of British heritage.

It doesn’t require strength and indeed
is extremely good for posture and for
strengthening the spine. Any one from
age 9 upwards can learn to ring the bells
although many of our ringers started in
their mature years.

With patience and practice you can be
part of the ringing band within a year, and
you need not be a churchgoer to take part.

Ringing bells in “Methods” (the British
way) is like plaiting or weaving a tune.
Once you are able to ring a round you
will start Method learning. This is where
the brain cells are used and can create
chaos and hilarity in the ringing chamber.
We have a lot of laughs in our tower along
with cake at “half time” and the call of the
pub for afterwards.

However — our band is diminishing and
we need more ringers in order to make
up a good round and decent peal of 6
bells. Do come along to our practice
afternoons at Turville (4-5.30pm) if you
would like to see what it’s all about and
maybe have a go. It’s not as easy as just
pulling a rope! We would be happy to
talk to you and welcome any new ringers
(or old ones who would like to return).
Ann is our Tower Captain and will be
pleased to hear from you either via email
ann.lazur@btinternet.com, or phone

01491 638039
Rachel Wallace



MEDMENHAM

Turville Carol Service

[ think Christmas really starts with the
Carol Services. Last Sunday we had
Carols on the Green, and tonight, on
the 14th December, our Carol Service
in the Church organised by Anne
and David, with the children each
reading a lesson in between -carols.
They spoke up loud and clear and
with Christine at the organ the Church
swelled with music and voices singing.
One lovely moment was when young
Sophie sang the first verse of Silent
Night. I just wished more people could
have heard it.

Afterwards David and Alison served
mulled wine and homemade mince pies.
Congratulations to the Home Team who
made it so special as always.

Well, that was Christmas folks, and when
you read this it will be New Year, a fresh
start, and full of hope of things to come,
God willing.

Pam Harper

MEDMENHAM
Medmenham Carol Service
coat and

Despite a candle-singed

Joseph’s head falling off and having to
be quickly replaced, the Carol Service
this year, on 15th December, was
the usual high, if not better, standard
with the Tamesis Choir singing unusual
carols including ‘My Lord has come’ by
Will Todd. They were in fine voice and
we are so fortunate to have them come
every year (well fortified beforehand
by Mary’s buffet and afterwards by
mulled wine and mince pies in the
Village Hall). The children sang ‘Away
in a manger beautifully, the readers
would have made good thespians
and John Mackenzie, standing in for a
priest, was superb. Thank you everyone
involved.

Penny McLeish

NEW EXERCISE TO MUSIC CLASS
New Exercise to Music class with strength and conditioning
Every Thursday 9-9.45am Skirmett Village Hall
& 3 Fingest Lane Henley-on-Thames RG9 61G
Great fun and lovely atmosphere
Please contact Catherine Rogers on

_ﬂ c@therogers.uk.com for more details
All ages and capabilities welcome
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- Herbaceous perennials, See website for more details

S I I S shrubs, climbers, hedging
l k.
and hardy annuals Opening Hours

- UK grown and peat-free Tuesday to Saturday

N U R S E RY - Wide range of common |0am-4pm Winter (GMT)

Hardy Plant Specialists and unusual plants |0am-5pm Summer (BST)
- Plant advice gladly given

Ibstone :\';T:' 35;(c;kenchurch, - Workshops and www.stottsnursery.co.uk
Experiences now on offer! 07542 718307

"',f q;.?- -an1 i‘t!:tsl? ;{a Edward Briscoe MIPW m
‘\M i : LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY - -

Willwriters
: £250* per person (e
Covers Health & Finance 2 home visits, advice and certification * OPG charges of £82 per application are extra
WILLS IN ENGLISH

Turning your Will into your Deed

Wills from £80 if you don’t have one - Compliant with the IPW code of practice
Bakery Lodge Skirmett RG9 6TD * Phone: 07962 157843 01491 638075 * Email: edward@willsinenglish.com

Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710

Visit our delightful tca rooms!

Fancy breads, cakes, pastries & handmade chocolates

All made in our craft bakery
Open Monday - Saturday: 8.30am. - 5.30pm

2 "

e e sl o 7
Burgers of Marlow L.td
The Causcway ® Marlow ® Bucks « SL7 INF « T'el: 01628 183389

www.burgersolmarlow.co.uk
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Corfu — comfortable
sea-edge villa in Durrell
country to let privately.
Between Kassiopi and St
Stefanos. Direct BA flights
from LHR Ter.5.
www.corfubeachhouse.co.uk
Armstrong 01491 571324

The Piano — are you
interested? All ages taught
by qualified and experienced
teacher. Piano parties held
each term. Beryl Williams
LRAM, GRSM. 01494
881837

(Messages left on my
answer-phone will receive a

reply!)

North Cornwall,
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4
miles. Family cottage with
garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet lane
with footpath leading to
huge sandy beach. Excellent
surfing, walking, golf. Very
reasonable rents. Beck- Bur-
ridge 01491 413171.

Computer Problems?
Local help in fixing prob-
lems, selecting systems and
personal tuition including
email/ internet. Contact Matt
on 01491 575998 or 07821
592928.

Mulberry Flooring.
Specialists in wood floor
restoration. Please call for
free quote 01494 535348.

Bed and Breakfast

in a period farmhouse in
Skirmett. Spacious double
en-suite bedroom. Peaceful

location and beautiful views.
Tel. 01491 638355 or visit

poynattscottage.com

Rock, North Cornwall.
Old cottage by the beach,
newly refurbished, sleeps 8.
Available for holiday lets.
Contact Mandy Heller on
01491 638355 or johnhel-
ler@poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South
Devon. Three bedroom
cottage, recent refurb, stun-
ning estuary views, quiet &
close to town centre, sleeps
six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets through-
out year, 01491 577344

The Pet Feeders - We
look after your pets when
you can't. Local firm,
insured/CRB checked.
www.thepetfeeders.com.
Mobile: 0753 100 7419.
Email:
info@thepetfeeders.com

Valencia Large Luxury
Family Villa with Pool and
Tennis Court. 15 mins from
the City Centre, 10 mins
from the Airport. Sleeps 14
comfortably, 6 bedrooms /
4 bathrooms. Visit www.
homeaway.co.uk/p1029900
to see our reviews. Con-
tact Virginia or Andy
Coombes for more infor-
mation on 01491639419/
07860847256

Snowdonian Cottage.
Cosy and comfortable
traditional 3 bed stone
cottages sleeps 6, wood
burner and wi-fi, in coastal
village, Llwyngwril on the
Welsh Coastal Path. An ideal
base to enjoy and explore
‘the most dramatic and
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alluring region in Wales’.
Beaches, mountains, River
Mawdach and Dyfi Estuaries,
lakes and so much more.
Dog Friendly.

Contact Euan McCrindle
07713 952495 / 01628
475644 or email
euanmccrindle@hotmail.
com for more information
and detail.

Music Teacher! -
Qualified musician offering
great value Piano and Vocal
lessons. 5 Years Experience,
Fun and engaging lessons
for all ages and abilities.
Contact Sasha Steventon
(BMus) on 07740 289467
or sashasteventon@outlook.
com

Professional Dog
Walking Service. Group
or individual dog walks;
home visit (feed & fuss)
service; Day boarding also
available. Jo Walker 01491
638775 /07768 327128
jo@purelana.com. For rates
go to:
www.walkies-with-jo.weebly.
com

Isle of Mull. The Bothy
sleeps 4, available for weekly
holiday lets, and The Studio
sleeps 2, available for 2-5
nights. An ideal peaceful
location for exploring this
beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks,
beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more
information.



HAMBLEDEN
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

Have you ever ventured inside the Hambleden Social Club?

Hambleden Sports and Social Club is a community organisation providing sporting facilities
on the Dene in Hambleden, as well as a Social Club in the village centre. The current sporting
sections are cricket, tennis, football and pool.

Take a look at our website at hambledenssc.co.uk for more information.

The Social Club is situated in the centre of Hambleden Village, to the left of the Post
Office/Shop. The club is a members club which allows us to provide alcohol and soft drinks at
low prices, for consumption by our members and their guests. The Social Club offers fruit
machines, pool table, darts, TV, comfortable seating and a friendly atmosphere!

Membership:- £20 per year or £10 for OAPs and Students
Opening hours:- 8pm - 11pm (Tuesday — Saturday)
You can also hire the Social Club for meetings during the day and functions in the evening.
Please contact Pat Eldridge 01491 576067 for more information.

We are Ilucky to have this facility in our wonderful valley, please do pop in and take a
look for yourself!

Your lawn, our £ 8 10 DAYS

expertise... For a FREE quotation call

perfect] ~ Tel:08003265017 ‘g

www.lawnmaster.co.uk s

Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777 and we will call you,  /tawniasterTV
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

Hambleden Valley Group of Churches

Group Rector: The Rev. Stephen Southgate,
Currently on secondment.

Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Morton,
Currently on secondment.

Licensed Lay Minister:
John Kimberley, 01491 413155
lordkimberley@gmail.com

Director of Music and Choir:
Christine Wells BEM, 01491 571588,
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: David Napier, 01491
574230, david_napier@btopenworld.com

Group Administrator: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Baptisms: The Rev. Carol Kimberley
01491 413155 ck@womvic.demon.co.uk

Weddings and Blessings: Paul and Lynda
Marston-Weston 01494 883188
hambledenvalleyweddings@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Sue Brice, 01494 882084,
sue.brice@btconnect.com or Gillian Loveridge,
01491 638895, mail@dandgloveridge.plus.com
Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village
Hall, Usually 2nd Fridays during term time
1.30-3pm with Café in last half hour.

Revd Sue Morton 01491 639286 or

Sarah Hunt sarahhunt76@hotmail.co.uk

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Fawley (St Mary the Virgin)

Churchwarden: David Napier,
01491 574230,

david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:

Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Fingest (St Bartholomew)

Churchwardens:
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Jill Dean, 01491 638678, jill. dean50@sky.com
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Frieth (St John the Evangelist)

Contact: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:
website www.friethvillagehall.org
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com
Tel 01494 880737

Uniformed organisations: Lesley Ansell,
01494 882665 (after 4 pm)

Rainbows and Brownies:

Mrs Lesley Ansell, Rainbows now meet on
Mondays from 5pm - 6pm
friethrainbows@hotmail.co.uk, 01494 882665
Miss Katherine Gomme now runs Brownies
Brownies now meet on Mondays from 6pm

- 7.30pm

friethbrownies@hotmail.com, 07545549910

Frieth Natural History Society:
Alan Gudge, 01494 881464

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Thursday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Hambleden (St Mary the Virgin)

Churchwarden:

Michael Tebbot, 01494 882261,
m.tebbot@gmtw.co.uk

Bell Ringing: Fri 7.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Women’s Institute:
Sarah Williams, 07817 120339

Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30
Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:
Open daily from 8 pm Pat Eldridge,
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons,
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com



Royal British Legion: Gillian Loveridge
(Secretary), 01491 638895

Yoga: Monday 7pm-8.30pm

Debbie Flavell, 01491 414403,
debby@debbyflavell.com

Indoor Market: Hambleden, 2nd Saturday in
Month (except January)

Circle Dance Thursday 7pm — 8.30pm
Debby Flavell 01491 414403
debby@debbyflavell.com

Medmenham (St Peter and St Paul)

Churchwardens: Dennis Harwood,
01628 810143,
dennis.harwood411@btinternet.com
Angela Magee, 01628 484043,
angela.magee@yahoo.co.uk

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham Matters: Jo Baxter, 01491
573901, medmenhammatters@yahoo.co.uk

Skirmett

Villaf;e Hall Bookings: Missy Davies,
01491 639 297 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mon 11.15am - 12.15 pm
Julia Farey, 07747 825 830

Hambleden Valley Garden Club: Meetings
Oct-Mar on first Tuesday each month at Skirmett
\6/:131151 SlHal] 7.30. Contact Celia Warren, 01491

Turville (St Mary the Virgin)
Church Wardens:

Anne Jones, 01491 639344
armejones.tur@btopenworlci.com

Caroline Sants, 01491 638994
cobstonesbarn@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Mon 8pm practice,
Ann Lazur, 01491 638039
Sunday School: Sara Harman,
01491 639211

Turville Northend
Village Hall Bookings:
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Susie Phillips, 01491 639584
www.thevillagehall.co.uk

Pilates: Tues 5.55pm - 6.55pm & 7pm - 8pm.
www.pilat-ease.co.uk

Yoga: Mon 7.00 - 8.00pm

Elizabeth Rowsell 07884 437277

Parish Council Contacts
Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com
Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk
Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting

Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
editor@hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: David Napier,
01491 574230, david_napier@btopenworld.
com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613;

Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Susie Phillips, 01491639584;
Elizabeth Arnott, 01491 638337,

Sarah Evans, 01491 639240;

Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Christine Massey, 01491 638679;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Charles and Kate
Hussey, 01491 576913
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the gardener

When you need a green-ingered hand, get the gardener in.

" Beds and borders groomed and maintained
+ Planting, pruning, weeding and turfing

" Pots & planters to pondcare & hedges

¥ (Quality composts and soll delivered

One-off visits and regular arrangements

Warren Detsimy
the gardenersshotmall.com
M: 07703 342671

The Willows, Frieth

Established
1906

Telephone
01491 574644

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk  info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking

5 A >TWIGGER

&, o e ) TREES v
TOTAL TREE CARE and FOREST MANAGEMENT d

=

Arboricultural tree climbing
Dangerous tree removal
Woodland thinning
Directional winch felling
Building site tree clearance

Eco friendly material disposal NPTC s EA S 0 N E D F 0 R S A L E
qualified and Fully insured COMPETITIVE PRICING AND GENEROUS LOADS

Competitive pricing with free quotations T0 BEAT THE WINTER RUSH CALL NOW!
24/7 EMERGENCY CALL OUT

P 90000070707

0 07951 274 259 G troy@twiggertrees.co.uk m twiggertrees.co.uk
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\QEAL Fop 7. cocKTaILs

WEDDINGS THE CHAMPAGNE &
PRIVATE PARTIES ENGLISH

FESTIVALS SPARKLING WINES
SOCIAL GATHERINGS E ’L .

CRAFT &
DRAFT BEERS

/5
{ ./.f’_}z'r-_f

t: 01865 877 880 | hello@thecocktailbus.co.uk | www.thecocktailbus.co.uk

I|L1

gy Osteopath &

Keeping you healthy + Promoting wellbeing « Serving your community

Lower & mid § Hip or knee
back pain problems

Neck &
shoulder pain

Don’t continue to live in pain, book an appointment today
Clinics at the Chiltern Surgery, Watlington
& Horsley Green O
Tel: 01494 482 615 or 07807 846 215 ¥ = 1L/
www.wtosteo.co.uk s Memiber
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Peers & Hilton

sales and lettings

“Local people

looking after

local people”

Your local independent Estate Agent

19 Duke Street
Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RGY9 1UR
Sales: 01491 411066
Lettings: 01491 411033
Fax: 01491 411088
Email: sales@peersandhilton.com
Web: www.peersandhilton.com




