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GROUP LETTER

Group Letter

We stand on the threshold of a new year, on the first step of 2025.
Some of us may be ready to go leaping and bounding into 2025
rather like Kiva the Hungarian Visla puppy who will have joined us
for Christmas Day, full of enthusiasm and excitement at new things!

Others of us may feel more reluctant, finding it hard to leave 2024
behind, perhaps grieving the loss of someone or something special
and longing to hold on to that precious time a little longer.

Surprisingly, it is here that a sixteenth century Spanish nobleman
— who suffered a nasty injury in the Battle of Pamplona in 1521 -
can be helpful. During a long convalescence, Ignatius of Loyola
began to explore faith in God, subsequently devising some simple
questions to encourage his eventual followers to reflect upon and
which are usefully adapted for us today, at the turn of the year:

What am [ most grateful for in 2024?
What am I least grateful for in 20247

These two deceptively simple questions can be revealing. Even in the most difficult circumstances
there is usually something to be grateful for: a kindness, a bird singing... things that give us life
and build us up.

And the things that we are least grateful for can help us to discern a way forward asking: are there
things we need to leave behind in the old year, to start afresh in the new one?

At least two articles in this magazine point towards new things: the creativity and conservation
work in Turville Church and the unveiling of Major George Howson’s Plaque in Hambleden
Church on Sunday 26th January.

At this new beginning, we may - or may not - have the energy of Kiva the puppy, but we can
hold on to the prayer of American minister Ted Loder:

O God, help me to believe in beginnings. ..

so that I may not just grow old,

but grow new,

Each day of this wild, amazing life

vou call me to live

with the passion of Jesus Christ.

Every blessing for 2025.
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BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

lieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| =ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




RACKLEXS
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Nestled in the heart of Buckinghamshire is a beautiful wedding and
events venue.

Lovingly restored from a traditional farm, Rackleys Chiltern Hills is a
bright, light-filled barn that accommodates 120 guests, expandable to
150 with evening guests. Set among stunning gardens with views of
the surrounding Chiltern Hills, it's the perfect-romantic setting for

loving couples hoping to tie the knot.

The beautifully restored farm is over 300 years old with its name
honouring its first tenant farmer back in the 18th century. Both the
barn itself and the grounds are licensed for civil weddings, with seven

sprawling acres at your disposal.

hello@rackleys.co.uk | 01494 412515




GROUP NOTES

Advent Countdown to Christmas

It’s easy to forget what Advent means and what
it symbolises. The word comes from the Latin
meaning ‘to come’ or ‘to arrive’. In effect it’s
the Church’s Countdown to Christmas. To little
children — of which I was once one - Advent has
a more material connotation: eagerly awaited
calendars with a chocolate hidden behind each
of the 24 days leading up to Christmas Eve
and the arrival of Santa Claus. To the Church,
Advent is the supremely important period that
heralds the coming of Jesus Christ and the
preparation for his birth on Christmas Day.

All these thoughts swam round my head
many years ago when [ visited the Church of
Nativity in Bethlehem when I was reporting
the Israeli Palestinian conflict.

The reputed actual spot where Mary is
believed to have given birth to Jesus lies
in a cold, small cavern deep beneath the
Church, accessed, [ recall, by a winding stone
staircase. The cavern is claimed to have been
the stable where the baby Jesus was wrapped
in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger.
The journalist in me inevitably questioned the
historical accuracy of the site — the destination
of millions of pilgrims from all over the world
- but it provided a timely reminder of what
Christmas is all about. The birth of Jesus.

[ was reminded of this on Sunday 1st
December when the ancient bells of our
Parish Church, St Mary the Virgin, once again
rang out through the Hambleden Valley, as
they have done over so many years, to herald
the beginning of Advent. The words of the
bidding prayer in the service, beautifully led
by the Rev Andy Storch and the Rev Sue
Morton before a congregation that filled the
pews, said it all.

As we await the great festival of
Christmas let us prepare ourselves
so that we may be shown its true
meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from
Holy Scripture, how the prophets of
Israel foretold that God would visit
and redeem his waiting people. Let
us rejoice, in our carols and hymns.

The service opened with the choir walking
behind the Cross from the back of the Church
to the altar in complete darkness. The only
illumination was provided by scores of
lighted candles, symbolising Hope, Peace,
Joy and Love, carefully handed out to the
congregation. Dexterity was needed to hold
the candle, order of service and hymn book
all at the same time. There was only one
brief moment when a hint of singed hair
was detected.

The six lessons were read by representatives
from all the churches that make up the
Hambleden Valley Group: Turville, Fingest,
Medmenham, Hambleden, Frieth and Fawley.
The reading of Prophet Isaiah provided the
cue for the lights to be turned on again.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

For a child has been born for
us... and he is named

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

We all blinked as the lights were switched
on again and candles extinguished. The
symbolism needed no words. The countdown
to Christmas had begun.

Peter Taylor

&wild Church!

Wild Nativity at Northend

On a very blustery Sunday afternoon, the
great and the good of Northend and beyond
gathered in the warmth of the Village Hall,
sheltering from the lashing wind of storm
Darragh outside, to hear the Christmas Story,
as told by our brave, intrepid traveller, Tiggy
the Tiger, and her young handler, Betty. The
real-life cows, ponies, goats and sheep that
are usually the stars of this annual event were
replaced with a very believable soundtrack
and two thespian dogs, donning sheep outfits

Continued on page 7



The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




Th Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach

{_'I:
Pe de St E . 1 we offer a calendar of antique & decorative
auctions along with comprehensive

valuations services

- Sourced & Sold Locally -
Inviting consignments for our forthcoming auctions

For a free and confidential auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS
+44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com



and doing their best
sheep impressions.
Rev Sue Morton
guided us through
the wonderful multi-
media story of the
birth  of  Christ,
bringing every detail
to life. The packed
hall was also dazzled
by readings by some
of the younger members of the congregation
and a wonderful selection of carols including
‘We Three Kings’, ‘Hark the Herald Angels
Sing’ and ‘Away in a Manger’, led by the
capable choir.

As Tiggy’s journey came to its conclusion at
the little crib in Bethlehem, the members of the
crowd were treated to a real-life baby Jesus,
played by the newest inhabitant of Northend:
littte Gaia Wurfbain. She had no problems
playing a little boy and behaved impeccably;
some would say a career in Hollywood
beckons. Her parents played a somewhat
credible Mary and Joseph to complete the

GROUP NOTES

full cast of the Christmas Story. All the vibrant
singing and acting was rewarded with all of the
locally produced treats for the congregation
- ranging from a delicious carrot cake to
homemade Christmas cookies. In all, a great
triumph for improvisation and community
spirit, despite the inclement weather.

Lucas Wurfbain

Owild Church!

Do join us for our next and future
Wild Church in 2025!

Sunday 12th January 3pm:

Wild Plough Sunday at Parmoor Park Farm
do join us to support our farming
community and those who work on the land

&

Sunday 9th February 3pm:
Venue TBC

&

Sunday 9th March 3pm:
Wild Lambing — Hanger Farm, Fingest

&

At Wild Church we meet outdoors at
different venues on the 2" Sunday of the
month. Everyone is warmly welcome!

&

Wild Church Team:
Rev Sue Morton 07808 517347 or

suemorton131(@gmail.com
Mary Campbell

grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com
Mardi Wilkins WhatsApp: 07988 030519;

Magdalena Dabrowska magda@rmb.london




GROUP NOTES

Unveiling of Plaque to
George Howson

Annual Wreath Laying, photo Teresa Russ
The annual wreath-laying at Major George
Howson’s grave took place once again on
28th November at Pheasants Hill. Mark Young
(far left of photo) brought the wreath from the
Poppy Factory in Richmond and Stephen
Coleridge (far right), George’s grandson, was
also present for the short service.

On Sunday 26th January 2025 at 11lam in
Hambleden Church there will be a special
service to celebrate the official unveiling of the
plaque commemorating George Howson and
his work in setting up the Poppy Factory. All

are warmly welcome.
Rev Sue Morton

Community Matters

Because of the kindness and generosity of so
many people, we have been able to support
our Community Matters families in ways
that will help them to enjoy and celebrate
Christmas this year. We have been able to
give each family a voucher for ASDA to buy
food or presents for the family. We have had

wonderful donations of gifts for children from
the Red Kite Housing Association and from
the Hambleden Valley Churches. A donation
of a 6-foot Christmas tree was made for a
family who had nothing for Christmas with
baubles provided too. A local Lane End
company, Elga LabWater, are making up 45
Christmas stockings for the children of the
families we support and, of course, the lovely
donations of food and other items you all give
so generously from the Hambleden Churches
which will all be distributed at the next food
bank, 18th, 19th and 20th December.

This truly will be a great Christmas for our
families, which will all be down to the wonderful
generosity in donations of food etc. as well as
individual financial contributions, too.

Thank you all so much, we could not do any
of the above without your continuing support.
May we wish you all a happy and blessed
Christmas as the light of God lifts the darkness
from those who have little light in their lives.

Judy Taylor

Ukraine

[would like to pass on huge thanks to all of you
who gave so generously, both with donations

Continued on page 11



Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

v/ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL
v/ PET URINE TREATMENTS

v/ MOTH REPELLENT

v/ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

Call or visit HRELLrYyyy vy LLLLY
ABFAB CLEANING.CO.UK

charnwood

EXCEFTIONAL FIRES

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk




Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an
energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info.

Open for tours & tastings,
drinks on the terrace,

] Sunday jazz afternoons

- and available to hire for
GROVE private events.

OAKEN
- For full listings of our
events, to book tickets or to

purchase our wines, please
visit our website.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the vineyard soon!

oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
info@oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

Benhams Lane, Fawley,
Henley-on-Thames RG9? 6JG
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GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE

and with money, to my last collection for

the British Humanitarian Aid deliveries
to Ukraine. These were sent to the Aratta
Charity Team at Chernihiv and also to Red
Cross branches in Korop and Nizhyn. From
there further distributions were made to the
Soko Iyatko Children’s Centre in the village
of Buddyshche and many other surrounding
villages. So many people in such need and
all hugely appreciative of your thoughts and
support from so far away.

We are all hoping and praying for peace in
2025 but, for now, the war in Ukraine still
continues and so Sandy and I will be receiving
donations again in February, to be collected
from us at the beginning of March. Philip
(who collects from us) says imagine having
your house bombed and all your possessions
just reduced to the contents of one carrier bag.
As ever, almost everything is welcome. Items
suggested include men’s clothes including
shoes, boots and coats; blankets and duvets;
women’s clothes (but they do get more of
those); children’s clothes and some toys (if

11

we get too many it takes up valuable space);
pots, pans, cutlery, household tools and small
garden tools; medicine including anything that
is out of date but which is still very valuable
to them; knitting needles, wool and sewing
things; small electrical items - kettles etc; and,
of course, cash or other donations which help
pay for the lorries going out there.

Gay Doggart 07738 048654

WILDLIFE

In praise of dog crates for feeding
the birds

mother of invention’ although in my case,
there is often a need for several attempts at
the invention to resolve the necessity but the
process is always a highly enjoyable one.
Trying to solve some perceived problems
can be fairly continuous and selective
bird feeding is one of them. Recently,
someone kindly offered me several bags
of different bird food and a huge tub of fat
balls (thankfully not individually encased in
nylon netting in which birds’ feet can get
entangled) and I gratefully accepted on
behalf of my garden’s hungry avian visitors.
As 1 dusted down well-cleaned feeders to fill
with the bounty, I began to prepare myself
for acceptance that a lot of it was going
to end up feeding crows, jays, magpies
and finally the pheasants and pigeons
who sadly reach all the fallen seed on the
ground before any blackbirds or thrushes.



WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

The aforementioned corvids have worked
out if they make a feeder swing, a cascade
of seeds ensues; | have never managed to
curtail their success. A small dog cage on
a shelf to my right caught my attention.
It's the one | use occasionally to keep
hedgehogs in overnight before a trip to
Tiggywinkles but most of them are safely
in hibernation now. Within minutes, fat ball
holders were stuffed and hanging up inside
the cage and the sunflower seed feeder
was in the centre of the tray and the whole
contraption was on the lawn but near cover
offering protection. Before long tens of tits
and a robin were feasting inside the cage,
two pigeons and a jay were outside
perplexed and I was punching the air in
dellght Why had I not thought of this before?
- N,’:.,E; Very easy to clean

with a hose too.

[ will put the
peanuts out for
the  woodpeckers;
I have a superb
hanging nut feeder
which  flummoxes
all corvids (and
squirrels)  because
access to the nuts
tantalisingly  slides
out of sight under
their weight.

Sarah Ronan

HAMBLEDEN
It’s a wrap!

After a year of sustained fund-raising
efforts, Hambleden Village Hall finished on
a high with December’s events raising an
impressive £1,413 for village hall funds.

Dec 2nd - Fran Keene organised a festive
wreath-making evening which raised
£250. Jane Sherwood-Rogers from the
Flower Union generously gave her time
and expertise for free as did Jemima from
Danesfield Gardens Nursery. Thank you

12

also to Penny Hurtley for the wonderful
mince pies.

Dec 4th - A huge hats off to Charlie Lumley
for her supreme efforts in organising and
baking for two events in the same week.
December’s Coffee Morning raised £123.

Dec 7th - Hambleden Cinema Group’s
showing of Evita raised £427. With tickets
sold out well in advance, Sir Tim Rice talked
about the musical he wrote with long-term
collaborator Andrew Lloyd Webber, before
the film was then shown to a packed hall.

Dec 8th - The Christmas Fair and Charlie’s
Pop-Up Cafe raised a brilliant £613. The
overnight storms didn’t deter our stallholders
or our visitors with lots of people taking
the opportunity to buy handmade gifts
and homemade treasures for Christmas
presents that were truly unique.

Thank you to everyone who has supported
us, not just in December but, throughout
the year. Whether attending a regular class
or meeting, booking your private party or
event, or just dropping by to say hello - we
appreciate you all. Here’s to 2025!

Sara Horner

Rage and Rancour

A\
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On Friday 31st January at 7.30pm, Peter
Taylor and I will give a talk in the Village
Hall on the Civil War, and how it affected
the great houses on the Thames between
Hambleden and Henley.

Tickets are £5 each, from the Village Stores.
They will be available from 1st December.
Continued on page 17



slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner

www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

| —

botele & glass INMN

hari street TAVERN
BINFIELD HEATH

HEHLEY ON THAMES
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Church Services and Events

From The Registers

Holy Baptism

November 17  Harper Rosemary Sophia Henderson Medmenham
November 24  Bertie Dennis Ford Fearnley Hambleden
Holy Matrimony

November 30  Laurence Lee and Antonia Moss Turville

Rest in Peace

November 26  Ashti Abdullah Burial of ashes, Fawley

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]
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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2025

Sunday Services

Pattern of Worship January 2025

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with
Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on
Wednesdays is at Turville with Prayers for Healing on 22nd January. Please check our website
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator

Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 — hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

29th December 10am Holy
2024 Communion
5th January 10am Group
2025 Service
9am Holy
Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
12th January Communion § Communion
3pm Wild Plough
Sunday, Connell’s
Farm, Parmoor
8am BCP Holy
Communion
9am Holy
19th Janua .
Y Communion 10am Lay-led
Morning Worship | 11am Village
Service
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
Communion Communion
11am Holy 1lam
26th January Communion Commemoration
of the Plaque to
6pm Compline George Howson
2nd February 1038';5?:6)“]3

15



a jSljln Throu Window Cleaning
‘c‘)\
. OFFICES HOUSES
[ < @ FLATS GUTTERS
- Barrie.nowlan@sky.com Mobile 07825 241469

’ Danesfield Gardens
' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Betty Ryan
Phone: 01628 484509 and Isabel McCrindle

[ 4 »
\T%T v

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lane 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572 Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01753 891892

All breeds of Dogs and Cats * Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

e MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
. o PROFESSIONAL & CARING
. - With 36 Years' Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm < Hambleden

U(Z\« ) Henley-on-Thames - Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140
C O A T 6’ TA | LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone I Established
01491 574644 ﬁ"B ETSHEPPARD 1906

MOMNUMENTAL MASONS

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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The Cinema Club will be providing a bar.

Last year, when [ gave a talk on the ancient
history of Hambleden, there were 100
people in the room — way above the Health
and Safety limit of the Hall! So, for this talk,
numbers will be strictly limited to 80, and
there will be no ‘walk ins’.

All proceeds are for the Village Hall
Restoration Fund.

Chris Whitehead

Hambleden Cinema

“JOYOUS

GLOBAL THRILMPI

£ "TERRIFIC

Vs

-
/ “IRRESISTIBLE"

I-;:-.._,.q-‘;-. & £ pat
HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE HALL

Saturday 18th January 2025
Doors & Bar open Tpm, Programme begins Bpm
Tickets £8 on sale at

www.hambledencinema.co.uk
and at Hambleden Village Stores

= dad ol By § s b P il Y el B

§

Brighten up your New Year by joining
us on the 18th January 2025, for the
very amusing, heart-rending, French film
Untouchable, rated 15, starring Francois
Cluzet and Omar Sy. This is a true story
of a quadriplegic aristocrat whose world is
turned upside down when he hires a young,
good humoured ex-con as his caretaker.
Although this is a film with subtitles, it is
very visual and light on dialogue.

17

HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH

The trailer;
https: m/title/tt1 434

Doors open 7pm, programme begins
8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought from
https://www.hambledencinema.co.uk and
from Hambleden Village Stores. There will
be a bar selling soft drinks, wine, beer and
tempting delicious cinema snacks! In aid of
raising funds for Hambleden Village Hall
Registered Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

im

You didn’t know this

Amazingly, Hambleden Football Club has
an under 8s team and an under 10s team of
boys and girls together playing matches for
the Hambleden Valley. There is a floodlit
weekday evening practice on the Dene
through the season. On Saturdays these
hugely enthusiastic youngsters muster
all the individual discipline they can and
play home and away. The organisation
and supervision is very professional with
appropriate on-pitch rules e.g. no heading.
There is an etiquette of good nature. Fun
prevails. All kids get to play in matches.
They call themselves the ‘Junior Stags’.
Their volunteer and wonderfully committed
coach invites all boys and girls under 8 and
under 10 in the locality to visit an evening
practice or a Saturday home match and
to become a Junior Stag. This is an
extraordinary Hambleden Valley initiative.
Now you know. Pass the word. Contact

Mark Butler: Hambledenfc@gmail.com
07730 587289.

Alan Armstrong
FRIETH

Frieth School

I'm so proud of our Years 5 and 6 children
for letting their light shine at Parmoor before
Christmas. After singing some Christmas
hymns and pop songs to the elderly, they
enjoyed some tea and cakes together.



FRIETH AND TURVILLE

It's so important that we give back to the
local community and the children were an
absolute credit to the school.

rugby team
who had a fantastic day at Marlow Rugby
Club. Winning three matches and drawing
one, they played brilliantly and were
joint winners!

Well done to our super girls’

Our netball team had a great afternoon
at St Pirans. After a joint training session,
they enjoyed playing a number of matches
before being invited in for a post-match tea!
Thanks to our fabulous netball coaches for
organising the event. We now look forward
to starting the league in the new year.

The run club have had a fantastic term
with the children now consistently running
1k without stopping. Over the term, they
have been practising run pacing, long
distance running and have now started up-
hill sprints to help increase speed on short

18

distances. Great effort from the kids - let’s
keep this up for next term!

Eagles had a fantastic afternoon at the
Connells’ farm. They learnt about how
their wheat is grown and harvested, what
machinery they have and how they use
them, and enjoyed getting up close and
personal with the cows! Thank you, Bella,
for taking the time out of your busy schedule
to introduce us to agriculture within our
local community.

Martin Gosling
Headteacher

TURVILLE
St. Mary’s, Turville Reopens!

Sunday 17th November marked the
opening celebration of our brand spanking
new (albeit centuries old) church, St.

Continued on page 21



e HIGH-END CARE

G Care

IN YOUR OWN HOME

OUR LIVE-IN At Hamilton George Care, we only work with the very best
SERVICES live-in carers. We take the time to understand the unique
clinical and lifestyle needs of our clients and their families.

Our outstanding carers and dedicated in-house team
provide around-the-clock support, all from the comfort of
your own home.

HOUSEKEEPING
Companionship and help
around the home

CLINICAL CARE

Varying levels of clinical and
personal care

COMPLEX CARE

Condition led; including nursing,

REHABILITATION
Short term care

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

(four weeks or more) ‘Hamilton George are not ‘just a safe pair of hands’, they
. are proactive rather than reactive. They balance a
hamiltongeorgecare.com professional level of care with the inherent empathy
0330 470 2866 needed that has become a rare commodity. Cannot

_ "

Award Winnipg i
LEEEYS |
5 g FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses.

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers Opening Times

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Telephone : 01494 881660 Sat 8.30am - 4pm
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk Sun 9am - 2pm
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
* Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

Ly % 2 el

} 3 ' 3 i TPy il
Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 ~

www.tomalins.couk office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans.

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
#NFB

Harsine emmeen o Jel g

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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Tor Tewvnias Tarvurws

Mary the Virgin in Turville. Having been
closed since May for restoration, its beauty
masked by scaffolding and a portaloo,
it was a joy to be reminded again of the
building’s majesty, and its integral position
and role as our village’s centre.

White wine (tactically chosen—I assume—
to protect the freshly cleaned parquet
flooring) and delightful finger sandwiches
were consumed merrily by dozens of
curious attendees, who were no doubt
touched by the striking architecture of
the building, perhaps encouraged for
the first time to really soak in the vision
and handiwork of the many who have
designed, built and sustained the church
for nearly a millennium.

The evening also marked the unveiling of
the ostentatiously named (by me) “Turville
Tapestry” (a future contender with the
Bayeux, of course). While the building
was closed, we brought the church outside
to the churchyard, designing and sewing
individual six-by-six-inch tapestry squares,
sixty of which eventually came together to
form a large patchworked wall-hanging.
This is available to see temporarily propped
up on a pew within the church until it
settles in its final home somewhere on the
wall. You can also find a print publication
and greeting cards available for sale there;
a way to both commemorate the project
and raise funds for the church’s ongoing
upkeep and mission.

Community is a beautiful thing, and the

TURVILLE AND MEDMENHAM
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church is now an especially beautiful
place to host it. Its little hiatus was a
small sacrifice made by all of us in 2024
that points backward with gratitude
to our forebears, and forward to our
successors with provision and kindness.
An acknowledgement that this sanctuary
was, is, and will continue to be, life-giving.

Our church’s reopening is a moment to
pause and give thanks; to the wardens,
the builders, the architects, the donors, the
villagers, the priests and—above all—to
the Lord Jesus Christ, on whose love it is
all built.

Mimi Nicholson

MEDMENHAM
Medmenham Carol Service
- Villagers and
friends enjoyed a
wonderful  Carol
Service at St Peter
and St.  Paul’s
church on the 15th
December. As in

previous years the
Tamesis Choir,
directed by Louise
Rapple Moore,
joined us for the
occasion and they
began the service
by walking down
the aisle singing

‘Once in Royal
David’s City’. An
opening prayer
and welcome
were given by
Reverend  Andy
Storch and the
service then began with the first
Reading - ‘The prophecy of the
Messiah’s birth’.

This was followed by some well-known
carols which the congregation sang lustily,



MEDMENHAM

was able to join us and sang a
beautiful solo ‘My Lord Has Come’.
All too soon the final prayers and
blessing were given and ‘O Come All
Ye Faithful’, with everyone in full voice,
brought the service to a close. We then
all walked to the Village Hall where
mince pies and mulled wine could be
enjoyed and members of the choir were
thanked for their marvellous performance.
some less well-known carols by the choir  Thank you to all who helped make
and readings from the Bible telling us this such a special Medmenham
about the birth of Jesus. We were Village Celebration.

very fortunate that Blossom Martin Angela Magee

YOUR LOCAL TYRE FITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers * Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery * Tracks and Poles ¢

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

DESIGN HOME DECORATORS

| KrrcHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

Bill Simons
Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341 Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase
not coinciding, travelling, house building work,
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to
sell your house more quickly - we offer a .
friendly and flexible local service. .

With competitive rates, secure storage

and hassle free 24/7 access, STORE

contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189 404163 www.barn-store.co.uk |
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ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles.
Family cottage with garden.
Sleeps 6. Quiet lane with
footpath leading to huge sandy
beach. Excellent surfing, walking
golf. Very reasonable rents. Beck-
Burridge 01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage
by the beach, sleeps 8. Available
for holiday lets. Contact Mandy
Heller on 01491 638355 or
johnheller@poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon.
Three bedroom cottage, recent
refurb, stunning estuary views,
quiet & close to town centre,
sleeps six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets throughout
year, 01491 577344,

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2,
available for 2-5 nights. An ideal
peaceful location for exploring
this beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks, beaches,
wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk

for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming.
Hand-stripping, Clipping,
Scissoring, Bathing, Nails.

Louise McTeague, 4 Dairy Lane,
Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames,
Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 01491
579442. Member of British Dog
Groomers Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking? If so then please
contact Tom on 07866 683383.

Fed up going to the
hairdressers?

Then let me come to you at
home anywhere in the
Hambleden Valley. I've been
cutting ladies hair (£50 for a

cut & dry) and men’s hair/beards
(£20-£25) for over

30 years - all ages. I also
specialise in colourings after a
consultation with you. Please
contact me either on my mobile:
07764 274247 or my email:
mariaspanna@hotmail.co.uk

Maria Reid.

Need your chimney
sweeping or stove
installed? If so, then

please contact Terry - a member
of the National Association of
Chimney Sweeps with over 30
years of experience working in
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.

Tip Top Dog Training.
Puppy School is held on Saturday
mornings at Lane End Youth

and Community Centre followed
by Dog Club which is open to
graduates of Puppy School or
following 1:2:1 assessment.
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk
07711 807109
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.
Furnished
Accommodation
Management Services,

by Pass the Keys (South
Oxfordshire). Based in
Henley-on-Thames, providing

a fully managed service - listing
creation and management, guest
communication, cleaning and
linen. Hassle-free high returns for
landlords, second home owners
or country estates looking to
diversify. Reach out to Rachael
07792 003333 to see how we can
help, or email south-oxfordshire(@
passthekeys.co.uk

Rowlandscapes creative
landscape gardening.

Patios & paths, brickwork,
planting & hedging, lawns,
fencing, tree surgery. New garden
consultancy service coming
2025. Telephone: 01844 351919
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email:
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com
Website:

www.rowlandscapes.com

TREE SERVICES

THOMAS BAYAY

Highly skilled, local tree surgeon, specialising in all aspects of tree work

¢ Felling/sectional felling » Crown Reduction/thinning
¢ Hedge trimming ¢ Stumpgrinding ¢ Pollarding < Shaping

Fully insured professional with over 10 years experience. Experience of
Conservation Areas and TPOs. All work carried out to British Standard 3998.

Call now for a free quote: 07780 615373

e: tbtreeservices@gmail.com E: /tbtreeservices

2 QO + O + O

Cityig:
GCuilds
NPTC

Qualitiad

*
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Henley based plumbin

ALLHEAT

SOLUTIONS

Dil Boiler Servicing,
Breakdown & Repair.
Dil Boiler Installations.
Bathroom Design &
Installation Service.
Full Tiling Service.

heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAUL@ALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

A uowes] ¢

General Plumbing
Maintenance & Repair.

[=]

Heating System Power
Flushing.
Underfloor Heating

Installation & Repair.  SCAN ME

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance?

Are you

getting

over an
operation?

Are you
getting stiffer
and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

P

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in
both pain and movement.

They will find out why you are in pain or
not moving well, help address this as
quickly as possible and get you moving
and doing what you love again.

We are open 7 days a week with free parking
at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at
physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,
Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF
CHURCHES

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,

07811 430898, Revandystorch(@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
New Director of Music: Jo Hutchins 07909
608654 johutchins27@gmail.com

Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM,
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,

01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday
of the month, Frieth Village Hall.

Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden: David Napier,
01491 574230,
david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83 @hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)

Churchwardens:
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,

jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:

website www.friethvillagehall.org

email friethvillagehall@gmail.com

Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:

Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586,
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club:

Ben Smiley

friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypit]l @btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Jill Steward 01491 571320

jillsteward @hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden:

Sharon Smith 01628 487458
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email
Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org
Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30

Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409
Hambleden Social and Sports Club:
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge,

01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons,
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com



Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND

ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:

Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am.
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:

Caroline Sants, 01491 638994
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice,

Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11lam-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND
Village Hall Bookings:

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher(@fastmail.fm

smfaragher@fastmail .fm
Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com
Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk
Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting

Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,

01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171,
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613;

Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344;

Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com



Professional Oven Cleaning Services

Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy

Bvens % 01491 714012

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY info@healthyovens_co_uk

www.healthyovens.co.uk

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped kitchen
in the Hambleden Valley available for

% meetings, workshops classes and parties.
Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
\, Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,

q_ﬁ'ﬂ'iq just quote #Hambleden
e {5
#"ﬂ oy
HOT MOVES |
%PW# Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage
=

IO Contact Hugo or Sophie on:
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.

M4D. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com
e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY over 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS « RESTORLERS « BROKERS

FELEPHONE: G1628 A248588 "WWW FETERFREEBROIDY, OO
FHAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN" RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

e Full public liability insurance

¢ Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




: Knight
Frank
When it matters most, put your
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine
01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property



