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[ GROUP LETTER

Group Letter

September is a time we associate with new
A = beginnings, as the academic year renews and
Summer is defined as over. For Janice and
me this September brings about the departure
of our youngest child to University — the nest
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} every able body over about 6 to bring in the
harvest. Some may still remember bringing in
harvests as a child. But now the enormous combine harvester does the job for us and
farmers miraculously govern their many acres with but a handful of farmhands.

has emptied! But also — due in fact on the
same day - the arrival of our first grandchild.
So, a new season faces us, as it may well face
you, too. Some will be starting school for the
first time, others moving from small primaries
to larger new schools, and others still may
be ending secondary school and/or starting
University or College.

And August was not too bad, weather-wise.
We got bits of a Summer. We all know why
the long school holiday is August, and not the
warmer and brighter June or July. Blame it on
the harvest, and the age-old need to conscript

Although today the harvest is no longer the obvious cause of our holiday season it is so
important not to lose sight of it. This September (and October) we will be celebrating Harvest
Festivals in each of our 6 churches. We are thanking God not just for His creation generally,
but for this year’s growth and abundance in particular. We are too quick to forget how our
supermarket shelves are stacked, the miracle of growth from seeds to crop to foodstuffs for
us all. We are in a land of plenty, and we need to recognise it and be grateful for it. Our
God feeds us like a parent feeds its child, all we need is here on earth for us to bring in - to
nurture, not exploit, to use, not abuse.

So let us remember this Autumn to thank God for the year’s provision, for creating life and
sustaining it, for giving us our very being and continuing to bring life to the next generation.

Rev Andy Storch
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BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

elieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers ® Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery ¢ Tracks and Poles *

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning
Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321
Mobile 07850 196616

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, .____,.--hﬁtw“" '-?a#;
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to ' . %
sell your house more quickly - we offer a
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage

and hassle free 24/7 access, S'I'(,R E

contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189404163 www.barn-store.co.uk ]




GROUP NOTES

Fingest Group Service Prayers
4th August 2024

Thank you, Father, for the wonder, the
beauty and complexity of Your creation.
Renew our souls this week to celebrate
Your creativity. Thank you, Jesus, for
overcoming the dreariness of sin and
making everything new. Renew us this
week, | pray, to live almost as beautifully
as You. Thank you, Holy Spirit, for
inspiring dreams and visions, imagination
and innovation. Give me a new mind
this week to perceive fresh possibilities in
ordinary things.

God of peace and mercy, we lament
the terrible violence and suffering in our
world. We remember those affected by
the Southport stabbings and all whose
lives are ripped apart by murder and
violence. We remember those who live in
fear every day of their lives, particularly
in Ukraine and Gaza and for the ongoing
trauma in Sudan, Syria, Afghanistan,
Yemen, the DRC and Lebanon. We
pray for all those serving others in these
challenging environments that they may
be kept safe and feel Your presence
alongside them.

God of Justice, we pray for our world
leaders, asking You will replace hearts
of stone with hearts of flesh, You will
replace fear with understanding, darkness
with love. As our own new government
struggles to govern well, help our prime
minister and his cabinet react well to
political unrest and extremism, and to
financial insecurity and uncertainty. Keep
Your servant King Charles and all the
Royal Family in good health for body,
mind and spirit, and we thank You for
all they do.

God of compassion, we pray for all
those who are struggling in life. We think
particularly of those who have been
critically injured after violence, those who
have recently been bereaved, those who
are suffering mental or physical illness
themselves or within their families. We
pray that all those who mourn, known or
unknown to us, may feel the comforting
light of Your presence and that You will
renew their strength when they are most
weary. We pray for those who have
died, that they rest in Your loving arms
knowing the peace only You can give. A
moment of quiet to remember those we
hold in our own hearts today...

Finally, we pray for ourselves, that You
may show us the bread of life and feed
us with it. Let us share both physical and
spiritual bread with those around us, and
be content with all You have given us.
Thank You for our daily bread, may we
never lose our appetite for You.

Rev Andy Storch

Tim Peers (March 1963 - July 2024)

Many of us in The Hambleden Valley
Group of Churches are saddened by
the news of the recent death of Tim Peers
aged 62, who for 30 years headed the
now eponymous local Estate Agency
in Henley. Tim was diagnosed with
glioblastoma in September last year and
then underwent brain surgery followed
by cancer treatment which he fought
courageously until peace came in July.

It is testament to the character and
personality of the man that over 400
attended his Thanksgiving Service at St

Continued on page 7



The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach

L= -
T'he
Pe e St E l 1 we offer a calendar of specialist and single
owner auctions as well as our 24/7 online Shop

- Sourced & Sold Locally -
Inviting consignments of jewellery
for our forthcoming auctions

For a free and confidential auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS
+44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RGg 6HF

www.thepedestal.com
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Tt been fium, bist the party’ over!

Mary the Virgin Church, Hambleden
yesterday - Tuesday 13th August. Almost
half ofthe congregationsatorstood outside
the church in bright hot sunshine - so very
apt for the occasion. It was an emotional
and beautiful service conducted by
Rev Andy Storch with not one but two
perfectly presented eulogies from Tim’s
best chums. These were supported by
several thought-provoking readings and
heart wrenching poems read by family
members including his son Ben; his
daughter Ellie; his sister Muffin and his
brother Adam - all beautifully read. His
wife Lindsay then spontaneously and
bravely ended the service by sharing
her thoughts of Tim with us all as a
loving and caring husband and father
who touched so many people in such
a positive manner. It was certainly a
service to remember if only for the huge
personality that Tim was. As one of the

GROUP NOTES

comments in the Book of Condolences in
the Agency simply says: “Legend.”

Tim Peers Estate Agents fortunately
remains in safe hands and we sincerely
hope his legacy of continuing to support
our magazine also lives on too. He will
be missed.

Stephen Sidders

Tea Club breaks up for the summer

What do you know about the chalk stream
running through the Hambleden Valley,
or rail journeys through Switzerland, or
the history of Fingest, or Chile in South
America? These are all subjects that a
variety of speakers talked to the Tea
Club about in the summer term between
Easter and the end of July.

We have a varied programme of activities
- whist, quiz afternoons, scrabble
and sometimes a film show, with the
occasional speaker as shown above, the
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favourite being memories of old times
in the Valley.

We had planned to finish the summer
Tea Club meetings with a garden party
at St. Katharine’s, but the weather had
other ideas, and we had to settle for a tea
party inside. Nevertheless, as can be seen
from the attached photographs, it was a
jolly affair and we enjoyed a delicious
assortment of sandwiches, sausage rolls,
strawberries with cream and cakes, and
the weather didn’t dampen our appetites
or enjoyment!

We are currently having a summer break
and the Tea Club will start again on 10th
September at Parmoor at 2pm. We meet
each Tuesday, mostly at Parmoor, but
sometimes in Frieth Village Hall. If you
aren’t sure about whist or scrabble there
is always someone on hand to assist and
it’s lovely to just get together for a chat —
we always have a good laugh and enjoy
tea and cakes.

If you would like to know more, please

I

contact Wendy Duerden or Judy Hunt.
We are always looking for help with
transport, please do be in touch we
would love to hear from you. It is
important for our community that the
Tea Club flourishes.

Judy Hunt

Owild Church!

Do join us for our next and
future Wild Church!

Sunday 8th September 3pm:

Wild Church at Oaken Grove
Vineyard, Fawley

Sunday 13th October:
Wild Harvest venue TBC
Sunday 10th November:
Wild Church at Remembrance
Sunday 8th December 2pm:

Wild Nativity at Northend
Common, with real animals!
At Wild Church we meet outdoors
at different venues on the 2nd
Sunday of the month. Everyone is
warmly welcome!

Wild Church Team:

Rev Sue Morton 07808 517347 or
suemorton131@gmail.com
Mary Campbell
grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com

Mardi Wilkins WhatsApp: 07988 030519;
Magdalena Dabrowska magda(@rmb.london




Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

v/ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL
v/ PET URINE TREATMENTS

v/ MOTH REPELLENT

v/ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

Call or visit "EELZZ Yy vy YL LIILY

ABFAB CLEANING.CO.UK

Protecting your wealth and loved ones

* Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that
have may not have the correct Will in place.

* If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not
necessarily inherit your share.

* An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

» Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or
separation settlements.

* By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and
personal welfare are in safe hands.

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets,
regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.
My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience.
I learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com 07810 642505




Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an
energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info.

Open for tours & tastings,
drinks on the terrace,

: Sunday jazz afternoons

- and available to hire for
GROVE private events.

OAKEN
- For full listings of our
events, to book tickets or to

purchase our wines, please
visit our website.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the vineyard soon!

oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
info@oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

Benhams Lane, Fawley,
Henley-on-Thames RG9? 6JG
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Community Matters August 2024

About a year ago Red Kite, the Housing
Association involved with the majority
of social houses in Lane End, referred
a gentleman to our food bank, he was
recently widowed and was struggling
financially. Eventually his finances
improved and he no long needed the food
bank but, because we had helped him, he
very much wanted to help us. So, we use
him to do jobs that require his skills as a
strong handyman which also includes
help for our families when difficult tasks
require his assistance. He tells us that being
involved with Community Matters has
changed his attitude in life about helping
others and claims that his involvement has
helped his mental health too.

This month we are concentrating on
supporting our families financially to help
with the purchase of new school uniforms
and shoes ready for the Autumn term.

The donations of food, toiletries, dog/cat
food from Hambleden Valley churches
has been outstanding; our food bank
owes so much to you all and we and our
families thank you so much for continuing
to support us. We have some lovely
letters of thanks which are displayed
inside on our church notice board, if you
are passing, please take a look.

Blessings,
Judy, Barbara and Lucy

GROUP NOTES

From the Garden of Eden to Paradise

-
Sarnte !
W

Visit St Mary the Virgin Church in
Henley-on-Thames to discover more as
Heritage Open Days celebrate the Routes,
Networks and Connections to be found in
our beautiful church windows 6th — 15th
September 2024.
www.heritageopendays.org.uk

St Mary’s Church in Hart Street near the
river will be open every day of the festival
from 10am to 4pm. There will be self-
guided tours and talks for all. Children
can have fun searching for all the animals

NS¢y
Sao%

Melanie Mathews

07711 807109

Classes are held at: Lane End Youth and Community Centre, Edmonds Road, Lane End HP14 3EJ

For further details of Puppy School and other dog training services, please go to the Tip Top Puppy
and Dog Training website or contact Melanie direct.

() 4& \ Member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (01569)
2D

melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk

www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk
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depicted in our windows. Bring binoculars
if you have them — some of our windows
are very detailed and very high up. The
event is completely free, and there is no
need to book.

You will be able to follow a trail around the
church to find Adam and Eve, Noah and
his animals entering the ark, the Israelites
crossing the Red Sea, and the three wise
men bringing their gifts to the baby Jesus.
Children can search for Noah with the
animals entering the ark, at least 2 dragons,
a lion, and many other animals and birds.

Come and explore the windows, and
we will take you on a tour from Adam
and Eve to Mary, Queen of Heaven,
and explain where you can find locally
the start of a route to pick up the
Camino de Santiago de Compostela in
northern Spain.

The church will be open every day of
the festival, but please be aware that
this is place of prayer and worship, and
be considerate of all users. There is very
limited disabled parking at the front
of the church, but there is level access
throughout, and there are toilets available,
including a disabled toilet.

Merelina Tebbot
treasurerstmaryhenley@btinternet.com

The 2024 West Wycombe Chamber
Music Festival

https://westwycombemusic.org.uk/

Regular readers will know that
the 2024 West Wycombe
Chamber Music Festival will
return to the Church of St Mary
the Virgin, Hambleden for five
concerts, which will take place
from Thursday 19th to Saturday
21st September.
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Hailed by The Guardian newspaper in
2021 as “One of the top ten classical
music events of the year” the Festival’s
theme this year is ‘Enchanted’ which will
explore music inspired by Fairy tales,
Myths and Legends.

Thursday 19th September at 7.30pm
‘MYSTERIOUS BARRICADES’ Join
us for an enchanting journey taking
in Couperin’s enigmatic masterpiece
as well as two cornerstones of the
repertoire by Brahms and Mozart, both
looking back through the mists of time for
their inspiration.

Friday 20th September at 1pm
‘DOUBLE DOUBLE TOIL AND
TROUBLE’ Three magical stories
by Shakespeare, Zhukovsky and H C
Anderson, each one inspiring works by
Janacek, Beethoven and Stravinsky.
Actress Anna Madeley (All Creatures
Great and Small) guides us through
this enchanting afternoon.

Friday 20th September at 7.30pm
‘INNER VOICES’ Five deeply personal
and contrasting works, each inspired by
various aspects of introspection. From
Hermann’s iconic film score for ‘Psycho’
to Schumann’s glittering Piano Quintet.

Saturday 21st September at
11.30am ‘GULLIVERS TRAVELS’
Join some of today’s most talented young
musicians for this magical voyage around
the world and beyond. Gulliver Suite and
other magical works by Prokofiev, Ravel,
Dvorak and Fauré.

Saturday 21st September at 8pm
‘FAIRYTALE DANCES’ This year’s
"Enchanted’ festival finale concludes with

Continued on page 17



slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner

www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

| —

botele & glass INMN

hari street TAVERN
BINFIELD HEATH

HEHLEY ON THAMES
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CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS

From The Registers

Holy Baptism
July 28 Florence Charlotte Mary Liston Hambleden
July 28 George Oliver Watson Hambleden

Rest in Peace

July 16 Anthony Weedon Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 17 Ron Bishop Funeral and Cremation, Fawley
August 6 Tim Peers Cremation
August 13 Tim Peers Thanksgiving Service, Hambleden

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If you
would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

Sunday Services

Pattern of Worship September 2024

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on
Wednesdays with Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek
Holy Communion on Wednesdays has moved, temporarily, to Fingest, and there are no services

at Turville for 2/3 months owing to ongoing conservation works. Please check our website
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator
Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 — hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden Medmenham Turville
10am Induction of the
1st September Rev Andy Storch as
Rector
9am Holy
Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
8th Septernber Communion Communion
3pm Wild Church,
Qaken Grove Vineyard
8am BCP Holy
9am Holy Communion
Communion .
15th September llgrzrxllgge
10am Lay-led
Morning Worship
9am, Holy
Communion
11am Harvest 11am Holy
22nd September Festival lunch Communion
6pm Compline
8am BCP Holy
Communion
29th September
11am Holy
Communion
Saturday 5th October SPHQ/‘;EZEZ%EE?HQ
10am Group
Service
6th October
6pm Harvest
Evensong

15



a jSljln Throu Window Cleaning
‘c‘)\
o OFFICES HOUSES
[ < @ FLATS GUTTERS
- Barrie.nowlan@sky.com Mobile 07825 241469

’ Danesfield Gardens
' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Betty Ryan
Phone: 01628 484509 and Isabel McCrindle

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lane 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572 Tel: 01494 ( 85000 Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01753 891892

All breeds of Dogs and Cats  Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

e MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
. o PROFESSIONAL & CARING
. - With 36 Years' Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm < Hambleden

U(Z\« ‘k Henley-on-Thames « Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140
C O A T 6’ TA | LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644 @ ETSI II PP \I\]} 1906

MOMNUMENTAL MASON?

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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Dvorak’s radiant Piano Quintet and also
includes Thomas Ades own Fairytale
Dances based on English Folksongs,
Britten’s heroic ‘Young Apollo’ and
Mozart’s masterful Piano Concerto K488.
Tickets:

Friday and Saturday daytime concerts £18
Thursday and Friday evening concerts £22
Saturday evening concert £25

Festival Pass for all five concerts £90
(Students: £5 for any concert)

(Under-18s: Free with a paying adult)

For full details of the concerts,
performers and ticket bookings:

Carol Power, Telephone: 01494 528569
/07948 897148

Please call to check availability and
purchase your tickets by phone.

e-mail:
tickets@westwycombemusic.org.uk
Please email your requirements and you
will be given payment options

Richard Morbey

Hands

There are hands with strength to lift and move
stone,

hands that defy their delicate structure,

the complex movements of muscle with bone;

hands that define our past and our future,
holding our history in Hadrian’s wall,
in the spire of cathedral, its sculpture.

There are hands light in their touch as rainfall,
hands that deftly decode for us Chopin,
the keys of the oboe, notes that enthral;

hands that give us the genius of Titian,
subtle and skilled in their gift to portray,

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE
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enabling writers to reach us, enlighten.

There are hands of precision for crochet,
that sew, fine threading a needle with art,
that mend, blend together our broken clay;

hands that manipulate, accurate, smart,
researching, flying us safely with flair,
hands empowering invention, fresh start.

There are hands, above all, that give us care,
that feed and keep clean the sick and the old,
hands that heal, bringing us water and air.

Jane Mann

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society

Frieth Natural History Society have
planned their next walk on Friday
20th September, meeting at 10am in the
car park of a nearby nature reserve.

Our circular walk is just under 2 miles,
fairly level and with no steep climbs.
We will wander through chalk grassland
where | hope there will still be some
late flowers and butterflies to identify.
Weather permitting, we should get
some super views on our way. Finally,
we return through a section of beech
woodland with plenty of berries, nuts and
autumnal leaves.

Anyone is welcome to join us, but for
further details of where to park and to
book your place, please make contact.

Andy 01494881586, Mary 01494 881501
or email FNHS2023 @gmail.com

Mary Webb

The Silver-Washed Fritillary
butterfly and the Chalkhill Blue
Despite it apparently being a poor year
for butterflies, in my work as a volunteer



WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

for the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife
Trust, I have been lucky enough to see
several large, bright orange Silver-Washed
Fritillary butterflies fluttering along the
woodland rides at Warburg Nature Reserve
near Henley, and they can also be seen
in Homefield Wood. These magnificent
butterflies are encouraged by the work
carried out by volunteers to coppice hazel
trees; this old woodland management
practice lets sunshine into the woodland
glades which allows clumps of dog
violet to grow. The butterflies lay their eggs
near the violets and when the caterpillars
hatch, they feed on the plants. Adult
butterflies swoop down to take nectar
from bramble flowers.

Silver-Washed Fritillary

Photo Jonathan Brown
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Male Chalkhill Blue
Photo Suzanne Blrkett

The other really beautiful butterfly
I saw for the first time this year was
the Chalkhill Blue, again at Warburg
Nature Reserve, but this time on
grassland. The male butterfly is blue

with a black and white border to the
wings, whereas the female is brown
and less commonly seen. Caterpillars
of this butterfly feed on horseshoe
vetch. Suzanne and Leonard Phillips
of Medmenham are great supporters
of wildlife and have planted horseshoe
vetch and created butterfly scrapes
on their land to attract these
increasingly rare butterflies, which
only occur on southern chalk and
limestone grasslands.

Suzanne Birkett



Professional Oven Cleaning Services
A CLEAN OVEN IS A HAPPY OVEN!
Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy
; Get Your Oven Cleaned TODAY!

Healthy Bvens ¢ 01491 714012

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY info@healthyovens_co_uk

www.healthyovens.co.uk

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped kitchen
in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops classes and parties.
Website: Skirmettvillagehall.org. For bookings
Contact Mandy Heller 01491 638355.

Award Winning
BCEY,
V5 S

¥ it FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses.

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers Opening Times

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Telephone : 01494 881660 Sat 8.30am - 4pm
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk Sun 9am - 2pm
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
» Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

f g . > " R oo
Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 Golden

www.tomalins.co.uk  office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans

Plans

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
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BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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HAMBLEDEN

Frieth School Choir sing at
Hambleden Church Teas
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.
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I couldn’t think of a better way to spend a
Sunday afternoon than to sit with friends,
new and old, eating cake and drinking
tea whilst listening to the joyous voices
of members of Frieth School Choir on
Sunday 21st July. They’d readily given
up their afternoon to sing to us during
afternoon Teas, and with many smiles
and lovely voices the rest of the world
just disappeared in a melody of songs.
Thank you to everyone who came along,
listened or sang!

Karen Musgrave Hill

The Village of Denbrook

Hambleden undertook a name change
during the month of July, where some of
the filming of Three Bags Full (a sheep
detective movie) took place which is a
mystery, comedy, thriller. It was a large
production, but not the longest, which 1
believe goes to A Village Affair in 1995
when they settled their base in the village
for 6 weeks, using many locals as extras
and a long time ago Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang in the 1960s.

A great deal of preparation and
communication went into the filming

HAMBLEDEN

planning and the Location Manager
and her team worked extremely hard to
ensure we all knew what was happening.
No easy task when the appalling weather
kept affecting their schedule. The whole
crew were extremely polite and friendly
which made the slight inconveniences

Fayvaun HMEATS




HAMBLEDEN AND MEDMENHAM

much easier to bear.

Emma Thompson in her bright pink
suit was in many of the scenes shot and
was extremely friendly and personable.
Despite rumours, Hugh Jackman was
not in any of the scenes in the village!
There was what appeared to be a dopey
policeman and several sheep were

spotted around the village and in the
graveyard — cardboard and woolly, but
not real!

Whilst we accept filming does cause
upset, the benefits from this production
have done a lot of good. The Sports &
Social Club was rented out daily, the
village hall for the whole month and I
believe hundreds of jam doughnuts were
ordered from the shop together with
numerous toasties. The church has also
benefited with scenes being shot in the
graveyard and a scene in the belfry which
might be hard to recognise in the actual
film and was specifically chosen for the
beautiful stained-glass window. Rumour
has it that the lamb will actually have
tears in the film.

The film is due to be released in
January 2026.

Penny Wright
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Hambleden Harvesting

at Parmoor in

cut
anticipation of Hambleden’s Harvest
Service (1lam Sunday 13th October)
which will be followed by Harvest
refreshments.

Wheat being

Many thanks to Isobel and Chris Connell.
dJill Steward

MEDMENHAM
A Life in Medmenham part 1

[ was born in 1936 about half a
mile on the Marlow side of the
Medmenham parish boundary. But my
grandmother, Mrs Sartin, had managed
the village post office and shop at
Gillman’s Cottage since 1898 and my
mother and [ frequently visited her so 1
always felt at home there. I first sang in
the church choir in 1943.

My father, whose family lived in nearby
Frieth, returned to work as a gardener



at Medmenham Abbey in the autumn
of 1946, where he had previously
been employed in the 1920s, marrying
my mother there in 1924. We lived at
3 Ferry Lane (now named Sharrow
Cottage) and in 1947 suffered such
severe flooding that I was rescued by
punt and taken right up to the lower
church gate. It was in those days a two
up two down cottage with no indoor bath
or toilet. Open fields faced us to the West.
In eleven happy years there | attended
primary and grammar schools in Marlow,
did two years National Service (in the
Royal Artillery), and completed my first
year at Oxford 1956/7.

In the mid-1950’s with the death of the
last owner of the Abbey and its estates,
Arthur Bendir, the village experienced
a major social upheaval. There was
no longer a significant employer in
the village and a score of workers,
including my father, lost their cottages.
My mother managed to arrange a
quarter mile move down the lane for us

YOUR LOCAL TYREFITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE

BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk

MEDMENHAM

to the Abbey’s West Lodge, occupied
before us by the dairymaid, and shortly
to be renamed, rather selfishly by me,
‘Olmeda’ after a recent first visit to Spain.
The cottage was indeed sheltered by elm
trees but now they have all disappeared.
We arrived here on the 17th of August
1957 and, with amazing good luck, it is
still my home.

[ completed my Oxford degree in 1959,
followed by three chaotic years in which
[ did research and strove to obtain a
university post in a new academic subject,
War Studies, in which there was virtually
nothing on offer. 1 took temporary
teaching posts, including one at Reigate
Grammar School, which transformed my
life. I lodged with a Mrs Cromwell and
met her niece, my future wife, Madeleine,
who lived and worked at nearby Horley.
Madeleine visited Olmeda a few times
and was enchanted by the cottage and
the village.

Brian Bond




ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles.
Family cottage with garden.
Sleeps 6. Quiet lane with
footpath leading to huge sandy
beach. Excellent surfing, walking,
golf. Very reasonable rents.
Beck-Burridge 01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage
by the beach, sleeps 8. Available
for holiday lets. Contact Mandy
Heller on 01491 638355 or
johnheller@poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon.
Three bedroom cottage, recent
refurb, stunning estuary views,
quiet & close to town centre,
sleeps six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets throughout
year, 01491 577344.

Music Teacher! - Qualified
musician offering great value
Piano and Vocal lessons. 5 Years
Experience, Fun and engaging
lessons for all ages and abilities.
Contact Sasha Steventon
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(BMus) on 07740 289467 or
bluemicmusic@outlook.com
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps
4, available for weekly holiday
lets, and The Studio sleeps 2,
available for 2-5 nights. An ideal
peaceful location for exploring
this beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks,
beaches, wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk

for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog
Grooming. Hand-stripping,
Clipping, Scissoring, Bathing,
Nails. Louise McTeague, 4 Dairy
Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS
Tel 01491 579442. Member
of British Dog Groomers
Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking and/or Leaf

Clearance? If so then please
contact Tom on 07866 683383.

Group Yoga Classes in
Hambleden Every Thursday
Evening Mixed ability Slow
Hatha Flow classes with Gabby
McMahon, every Thursday at
7pm at Hambleden Village Hall.
Booking required. To book or
for more information visit
Wwww.gmyoga.co.uk or
telephone 07828 148657
Gabriella McMahon.

Thomas Bayly Tree Services.
Fully qualified and insured,
specialising in all aspects of

tree care and hedge trimming.
Experience of Preservation
Orders and Conservation Areas.
For a free quote contact Tom on
07780 615373 or

tbtreeservices@gmail.com

The First Choice in 11 Plus
Tutoring. Bespoke programme,
qualified teachers, small class
sizes. Enrol now for a free trial
lesson. 07484 171465, info(
inspirel1.co.uk or
www.inspirel1.co.uk

Pass the Keys

Furnished Short-Let Property Management

We provide exceptional Airbnb hosting and

guest experiences

0208 050 2818

Excellent
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4,583 reviews on

Trustpilot




Henley based plumbin

ALLHEAT

SOLUTIONS

Dil Boiler Servicing,
Breakdown & Repair.
Dil Boiler Installations.
Bathroom Design &
Installation Service.
Full Tiling Service.

heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAUL@ALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

A uowes] ¢

General Plumbing
Maintenance & Repair.

[=]

Heating System Power
Flushing.
Underfloor Heating

Installation & Repair.  SCAN ME

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance?

Are you

getting

over an
operation?

Are you
getting stiffer
and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

P

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in
both pain and movement.

They will find out why you are in pain or
not moving well, help address this as
quickly as possible and get you moving
and doing what you love again.

We are open 7 days a week with free parking
at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at
physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,
Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF
CHURCHES

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,

07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
Director of Music: Jo Hutchins 07909 608654
johutchins27 @gmail.com

Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM,
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,

01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday
of the month, Frieth Village Hall.

Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden: David Napier,
01491 574230,
david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83 @hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)

Churchwardens:
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346(@gmail.com

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,

jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Churchwarden: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:

website www.friethvillagehall.org

email friethvillagehall@gmail.com

Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:

Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586,
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club:

Ben Smiley

friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypit]l @btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Jill Steward 01491 571320

jillsteward @hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden:

Sharon Smith 01628 487458
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email
Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,

01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org
Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30

Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409
Hambleden Social and Sports Club: Open
daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge,

01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons,
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com



Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND ST
PAUL)

Churchwarden:

Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am.
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:

Caroline Sants, 01491 638994
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com
Bell Ringing: Wed practice,
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025

rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11lam-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND
Village Hall Bookings:

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher(@fastmail.fm

smfaragher@fastmail .fm
Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com
Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk
Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting

Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details
Editor: Penny McLeish,

01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613;

Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747;
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574,
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344,

Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
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CREATIVE LANDSCAPE GARDENING

- Patios & paths = Brickwork « Planting & hedging
= Fencing = Driveways = Wildflower meadows
» Lawns = Garden maintenance = Tree surgery
» Woodland management « Agricultural fencing

Telephone: (01844 351919 Mobile: 07718 257104
Email: rowlandscapes@googlemail.com  Website: www.rowlandscapes.com

oV Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,
/H_% just quote #Hambleden
Ay
H OT M OVES HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.

o, co Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

%,

Y64 c-._gﬂ? Contact Hugo or Sophie on:
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

MaD. J. Macleods

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com
e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com

28




BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY ovier 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS - RESTORERS - BROKERS

FTELEPHONE: G1628 A24888 "WWW . FETERFREEBRODY, COxM
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN"” RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

¢ Full public liability insurance

® Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




Ready for your next chapter?

From city lights to country walks,
we’re here for where life takes you.

Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine Py Knig ht

Knight Frank Henley 4 Frank
014‘91 8184‘16 | henley@knightfrank'com Y()ur partners in pr()perty




