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Weekday Services

Wednesday - 9.30am, Zoom 

Daily Prayer  - 10.15am, Holy 

Communion, Turville

Emergencies:

If you are unable to contact the Group 

Priests, please get in touch with your 

churchwarden. (see pages 26 and 27)

All contributions are welcome, to the  
Editor, Penny McLeish 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

3 Abbey Cottages, Ferry Lane, 
Medmenham SL7 2HB 
Telephone 01491 571288

Please keep articles within 350 words. Copy 
deadline is 15th of the month.

Printed by Higgs and Co Printers Ltd., Hen-
ley-on-Thames.
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Annual Subscription £18: Please 
pay by bank transfer to the account 

‘Hambleden Valley Group of Churches 
Executive Committee’. 

Account 70439002. 

Sort Code 20-39-53. 

As reference show your name and 
location. eg. WSmith/Hambleden 

OR a cheque payable to Hambleden 
Valley Group of Churches Executive 
Committee or in cash and hand to your 
magazine distributor (see page 27 for list).
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Group Letter
Don’t we all love the month of June? It symbolises summer, and arrives with a certain kind of 
magic. Lighter mornings, sun-warmed evenings, and a gentle invitation to slow down. It’s a 
season for living a little more freely, time outdoors, and the joy in simple everyday moments, as 
a friend of mine recently said.
Have you noticed that many of the events in June are based on sports, such as the World Cup 
football, Wimbledon, followed closely by Henley Royal Regatta?
But have you also noticed how many of those events are supplemented by music, and it is in the 
summer months that all the great music festivals are enjoyed, Glastonbury, Glyndebourne and 
Garsington, Henley and later Reading Festivals, and so much more.
Sunday 14th June is ‘Music Sunday’. It is a good opportunity to pause and remind ourselves 
how much music gives us. Nearly all our church services are enhanced by the singing of hymns 
and anthems and the playing of the organ and bells as we enter. In the same way the three 
physical dimensions are supplemented by an invisible spiritual dimension, so, somehow, music 
seems to take us out of the everyday mundane. Look out for local outdoor concerts, and musical 
accompaniments to our Sunday teas at Hambleden. 
Having in May celebrated the notable 
life of our beloved late Director of 
Music, Christine Wells, with a funeral 
service of which she would have been 
proud (see elsewhere), so in June we 
are so grateful for her successor, Jo 
Hutchins. She continues our tradition of 
excellence in music, and offers an open 
invitation for all to join our choirs, play 
our organs, and ring our bells. Jo would 
also be delighted to hear from those 
other instrumentalists who would like 
to feed into church worship. There is no 
doubt music helps us to worship God in 
a mysterious way, in just the way people 
often feel closest to God when outside in 
nature, hearing the birds sing.
If you are blessed with musical talent, please, please use it! Those of us less blessed, love to  
hear music and we join in when we can, and doesn’t the glory of June and summer deserve a 
musical accompaniment?

Andy

GROUP LETTER

Booklets • Brochures • Magazines •Leaflets • Business Cards • Letterheads 

Banners • Posters • Pull up Banners
Design • Print • Copying • Office Supplies • Plan Printing

FAST, LOCAL, PERSONAL SERVICE
Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD 

T: 01491 419429    E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk    W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 
��9 6�� 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  
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LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

BLOCKED EARS?
Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with 
over 20 years experience. Now providing 

a home service for Earwax Removal.  
Let her visit you in your own home to help 

relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with 
recommended Covid safety measures. 

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk
07795 268866
facebook.com/blockedear  
instagram.com/blocked_ear

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 
��9 6�� 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • RG9 6RJ
Mobile: 07765408628 • Tel: 01491 571 770

• robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk 
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17
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17 Duke Street,  Henley
Est.  1993

After – reimagined by Lawsons Goldsmiths 

Breathe new life 
into your forgotten 

favourites.  

Lawsons Goldsmiths 
expertly remodel 

treasured pieces for 
today.

Book your design Book your design 
consultation now – 

01491 412 232

Before – in your drawer…

Our Luxury Design auctions feature 
fine jewellery, silver & designer 
handbags | Contact us to consign to 
the next auction  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late Art Deco double diamond clip brooch | Sold for £3,125 
www.thepedestal.com | +44 (0)1491 522733 | valuations@thepedestal.com 
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The perfect venue in the 
middle of the beautiful 
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen 
facilities, patio, WiFi,  

hearing loop, parking. 
Hire by the hour or 

by session.  

 

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or  
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org    visit  www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
 & POST OFFICE

L o c a l  A r t i s a n  P r o d u c e  -  F r e s h l y  G r o u n d  C o f f e e  &  T e a s
F i l l e d  R o l l s  &  T o a s t i e s  -  H o m e m a d e  S a u s a g e  R o l l s

O r g a n i c  C a k e s  -  F r e s h  B r e a d  &  P a s t r i e s  -  I c e  C r e a m s  
S e a t i n g  A r e a  -  P o s t  O f f i c e

58  The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201

 
 

T h a t  g r o o v y  l i t t l e  s t o r e !
A l l  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  a n d  m a d e  w i t h  l o v e !

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8.30am-4pm

GROUP NOTES

Continued on page 7

Prayer for our new Associate Priest
Loving God.
Guide us as we prayerfully seek to discern the right person to serve as our Associate Priest.
Be at the centre of all our conversations and decisions. Open our hearts to the leading 
of Your Holy Spirit.
Reveal to us the person whom You are calling. Help us to trust in Your Love and in 
Your provision for all that we need.
We lift these prayers to You in Jesus name.
Amen

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

had not tried for long enough!  Ben says 
that he is still struggling to sing Tenor 
after 30 years but enjoying it despite this. 
Thank you Christine. 
Tony recalls one of Christine’s favourite 
sayings was “In Tudor times, England led 
the world in music, but from then onwards 
everything went downhill!” 
Christine’s enthusiasm for the choir, says 
Shirley, gave you a sense of belonging 
and love of choral music, and Annie 

Liz has known Christine since she was 
9 years old and joined the junior choir. 
Christine played at her wedding and 
children’s christenings. Then Liz was back 
again 22 years ago and in the adult choir 
and Christine was just the same!! Liz is 
sure Christine will still be watching over 
the choir, checking that they are singing to 
their best ability. 
Christine asked Ben to join the choir and 
sing Tenor. After two weeks trial he told 
her that it was impossible as he could not 
sing the high notes! Christine said that he 

Memories of Christine Wells by members of the Hambleden Valley Choir
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Discover Rackleys Chiltern Hills. Dating back to the 1700’s, the name Rackleys honours it’s first 
tenant farmer. Our privately owned venue has been lovingly resorted to an impeccable standard.  
A hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills with sweeping views across the countryside, it is the perfect 

place for anyone looking for an exclusive use, private country venue.  

Rackleys Chiltern Hills, Marlow Road, Cadmore End, HP14 3PP  
01494 412 515 or hello@rackleys.co.uk  

“The venue itself is simply stunning. The beautiful surroundings and elegant spaces 
created the most magical backdrop for our wedding. It truly made the day feel special 

and unforgettable.” 
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recalls Christine had the most wonderful 
smile and magic in her fingertips. 
Gillian thinks Christine’s knowledge of 
music was so ingrained that in later years 
she could detect a wrong note sung by 
the choir - even with her back turned!! 
Graham’s memory was Christine’s 
inspirational organ playing and directing 
of the choir. 
Nothing to do with music, but Christine 
was always complaining that her hands 
were cold at Frieth church. So, every 
Christmas Ginny would buy her hand 
warmers which she loved. 
Christine invited Nigel to join the 
choir many years ago and it has been a 
wonderful opportunity to make music 
under such a talented director. 
Jim says Christine’s support over the 
years for Sight Savers Charity, with the 
choir’s help, has been exceptional, while 
Christine invited Jo T to join the choir, 
too, and she is so glad that she did. 
Pat described Christine as a multi-talented 

musician and warm and generous person 
and Monica discovered the joy of singing 
at 7 years of age because of Christine.  
She was an extremely talented musician 
and someone Monica had the utmost 
respect for. 
As a choir member Judy feels privileged 
to have been a part of that life and  
enjoyed many happy years of singing 
together. Christine devoted her life to 
church and music.  
Jo Mc was singing in the congregation at 
Turville. After the service Christine asked 
her to join the choir. That was 39 years 
ago and she is still enjoying it now! 
We have wonderful memories of Christine 
and she has left an incredible musical 
legacy. Her dedication to the people of 
the Hambleden Valley Group of Churches 
will be sorely missed. We have lost a good 
friend. Rest In Peace Christine. 
Please see centre pages for Christine’s 
nephew, Andrew Wells’ Eulogy which he 
gave at her funeral.

 
Top Slice = Introduction: Song & Scripture Reading (by children)  
Meaty filling = Age-appropriate activities: art & craft, socialising & food 
Bottom Slice = Closing: feedback on theme, song & prayer  
 

Hambleden Valley Church Sandwich Family Service

Following the success and positive 
feedback from our first Family Church 
Service in March, Rev Andy Storch and 
the Youth 9 Group were delighted to hold 
our second Family Service on Sunday 3rd 
May. It is now becoming a regular event in 
the Hambleden Valley Church calendar.  
As an ‘all-inclusive multigenerational’ 
event, we were thrilled to see the 
attendance increase, welcoming many 
families from the very young to our super-
adults. We have called the new Family 
Service ‘Church Sandwich’ for the 

reasons described above. Again, all parts 
of the service were very much enjoyed 
by attendees, this time offering insights to 
The Parable of The Prodigal Son.
Starting promptly at 3pm, it was an utter 
delight to see so many happy children 
gathering on the new soft jig-saw rug 
to enjoy the initial ice-breaker sensory 
interactive game, designed to help focus 
their agile minds on the bible story 
ahead. Following the enthusiastic singing 
of Amazing Grace (led by our organist 
Nigel), Rev Andy led us in the opening 
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role in scriptures, completing puzzles, 
colouring templates, cutting out, writing 
prayers, learning more about the 
lessons associated with The Prodigal 
Son, singing, and sharing important 
developmental time with other children 
and their parents/carers. 
Rev Andy closed the service with a 
beautiful prayer and another song: Father 
God I wonder accompanied not only by 
Nigel on the organ but rather drowned 
out by the children’s enthusiastic playing 
of percussion instruments. 
Armed now with such positive feedback, 
the Youth 9 Group are planning the  
next Church Sandwich Family Service 
for Sunday 7th June at 3pm. This  
time at St Mary’s Church, Fawley 
(each month it will be at the same  
church as the 10am Group Service) 
where there will be plenty of signposted 
car parking. We will be reading The 
Parable of the Wandering/Lost 
Sheep (Matthew 18:10-14 and Luke 
15:3-7), reinforcing the message that 
every person is important to God who 
persists in loving us.    
Please do come and join us and encourage 
others to accompany you. 

Kim Walker

prayer and three of the children (Eric,  
Evie and Felicity) volunteered to read the 
story of The Prodigal Son. Then to  
help the children better understand 
the many important lessons - God’s 
unconditional love, his grace, forgiveness, 
and the joys and benefits of feeling and 
saying sorry - the children chose their 
preferred activity of Drama or Arts and 
Crafts, or other age-appropriate games. 
Meanwhile the adults enjoyed meeting 
new families over a well-deserved cuppa 
and hearty refreshments and reflected on 
the ‘Theme of the Day’. Naturally, the 
children also tucked into the delicious 
sandwiches, biscuits and cakes. A big 
thank you to all the volunteers who made 
so many culinary delights. 
It was very apparent that the children 
thoroughly enjoyed taking an active 
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 Fencing and Gates (Garden and Agricultural) 
 Supply and Plant Mature Trees and Hedging 
 Hedge Cutting and Garden Maintenance 
 Hard Landscaping, Paving and Brickwork 
 Groundwork and Drainage 
 Turfing and Planting 

tel 01491 577767    mobile 07881 911074   www.cjarmstrong.co.uk 
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Discover Oaken Grove Vineyard, a 40-year-old hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills, 
where award-winning English wines come to life. This family-run boutique vineyard, 
tucked neatly between Henley-on-Thames and Marlow, produces exceptional still 

and sparkling wines—fresh and modern, from grapes bursting with flavour.

Join us for a vineyard tour and tasting experience, or soak in the atmosphere at 
one of our live jazz music events or foodie pop-ups. Planning a special event? 

Our covered wine terrace and elegant Tasting Room are available for corporate 
gatherings, private parties, weddings, workshops and wellness events. 

Visit us and savour the taste of English excellence.

Oaken Grove Vineyard, Benhams Lane, Henley-on-Thames  RG9 6JG
oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

1206_Credit JohnnyDentPhotography

For all your woodburning stove 
requirements and fitting. Tel: 01865 745215 

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk
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Community Matters 
A member of one our families has a serious 
medical condition and has to attend a 
hospital in London for investigation and 
treatment. This man is unable to work, 
but his wife can. However, the train fare 
for both of them eats into their income 
considerably so, thankfully, Community 
Matters has been able to help with the cost 
of the travelling expenses. At present they 
have three more medical appointments. 
When one person who is normally working 
is unable to do so through sickness, the 
statutory sick pay doesn’t go far so again 
we were able to help them with the fuel 
bills etc. It just demonstrates how tightly 
people have to manage their budgets with 
so little room for emergencies.  
Recently we took four families to a church 
in Booker (Christ the Servant King) who 
were offering good quality clothes for 
children 0-14 years. These families were 

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE

delighted to obtain lovely clothes for their 
children and also received refreshments 
from the staff. Thank you Christ the 
Servant King.  
As always, our most grateful thanks for all 
your support and to Diane Dobson who 
collects and delivers contributions from 
the Hambleden Valley to Lane End.

Blessings, 
Judy Taylor

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society
For our June event we have organised a 
guided walk on the morning of Wednesday 
3rd June to explore a local common.
A common is an area of land, designated by 
an Act of Parliament, which has special legal 
protection. There are nearly 200 commons 
in The Chilterns covering more than 2000 
hectares. We will explore the flora and 
fauna of just one, learning how the site is 
managed to protect the wildlife habitat.
Anyone is welcome to join us, but 
for non-members we make a small 
charge. For further details of meeting 
place and timings, please contact; Mary 
01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586 
or FNHS2023@gmail.com.

Mary Webb

A Local Treasure
Hopefully, by the time this magazine 
lands on door mats, news of last month’s 
Chilterns-focused episode of Countryfile 
will have filtered through to most readers. 
For those unaware of this celebration of 
the Chilterns’ nature-friendly initiatives, 
however, it will, happily, still be available 
to view over the next several months on 
BBC iPlayer:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
m002w0tz
Amongst the excellent array of positive 
and inspiring Chilterns-based projects 
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banks, the speed and nature of water-flow 
and in- and outer-channel vegetation. 
Contact chalkstreams@chilterns.org.uk if 
you would like to get involved.
As explained on Countryfile, current 
trends for the future health of our  
naturally intermittent, globally rare chalk 
stream and its unique fauna and flora look 
promising - a space to watch, therefore, as 
well as to treasure.

Kate Hussey

HAMBLEDEN

Allela Cochrane-Dyet RIP
The death of a valued contributor to 
church life always saddens the community. 
Never more so than Allela Cochrane-Dyet 
who died on 21st March aged 86. She was 
a Moyses Stevens trained flower arranger. 
For many years with others, she arranged 
the Troughton vase which is on a pedestal 

showcased, the restoration work, 
and ongoing monitoring, of our local 
winterbourne chalk-stream, The Hamble, 
received a warm and appreciative 
response from the Countryfile team. 
Under the auspices of the Chilterns Chalk 
Streams Project, our nationally important, 
local brook has benefitted hugely from 
carefully considered, expert channel 
restoration along 1.3 km of its catchment, 
which has enabled the reinstatement of 
natural flow processes, the re-meandering 
of the channel and the creation of 2,500 
square metres of wetland habitat – all of 
which has improved river connectivity 
with the surrounding landscape and helps 
reduce flood-risk downstream.
Ongoing monitoring of the health of 
our brook to track changes in ecological 
status (for better or worse), is, of course, 
essential, and has been taking place 
both pre- and post-restoration works. 
Much of this has been undertaken by 
volunteer citizen scientists - and it’s fun 
to do! Training and oversight is given 
via the Chilterns Chalk Stream Project 
and covers two options for peaceful, 
health-giving, out-of-doors contribution: 
Riverfly monitoring (specifically, their 
water-dwelling larvae), which takes place 
once a month (while the brook’s water is 
visible and above ground) and ‘Morph’ 
(Modular Physical River) surveys which 
are conducted twice a year and log such 
features as the height and condition of the 

WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

Continued on page 17

Summer Market & Pop Up Cafe
 Village Hall 11 - 4 pm

RG9 6RP

Parking available  -  Sorry No Dogs

Proceeds in aid of Hambleden Village Hall 
Registered Charity Number 300275

Open Gardens
Hambleden Village

Saturday 6th June 12-4 pm
Tickets : Adults £5, children free

available on the day from Village Hall 
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Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group    

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Rest in Peace

April 17	 Timothy Roach 	 Burial of Ashes, Hambleden 

May 1	 Lily Lyn Maddix 	 Burial of Ashes, Frieth 

May 11	 Christine Wells B.Mus, FRCO, LRAM, BEM 	 Funeral, Hambleden

and Cremation

Hambleden Valley Tea Club    

Tea Club is for anyone over 50 looking to make new friends whilst  
playing board games, watching a film, listening to a speaker or going  
on the occasional outing. We finish off with delicious tea and cakes. 

The meetings are every Tuesday afternoon at St Katharine’s, Parmoor  
or Frieth Village Hall and transport can be provided. 

If you would like to join us please contact:  
Wendy Deurden on 01494 638297 wendy.deurden@tachademic.net or  
Sue Dawkes on 07787111993 susandawkes@icloud.co.uk



Christine Wells BEM BMus FRCO LRAM
11th December 1936 – 17th April 2026 

Eulogy given at her funeral by her nephew,  
Andrew Wells

My aunt Christine was born in Purley on Thames, between Reading and Pangbourne on 
the 11th of December 1936 at about 1pm. At 1.20pm King Edward VIII signed the Act of 
Abdication - there was no connection! And George VI constitutionally became King in that 
moment. Later in the evening of Christine’s birth day, Edward went on the wireless to 
announce the news to the nation. Thus, Christine lived her life through the reign of four 
monarchs, even if in the case of one of them it was only for 20 minutes. She always 
enjoyed telling people that!

Of course, the subsequent 89 years of her rich life was a world full of music and dedicated 
service to the parish of Hambleden and Frieth, as organist and Director of Music, and also 
at Fingest, Turville, Medmenham and Fawley.

Christine’s talent for music was obvious at an early age. Among her papers I found the 
manuscript of a Birthday Melody that she had written for her father in February 1946 at 
the age of 9. It wasn’t any ordinary birthday melody – it was an ensemble piece written 
for piano, violin and ‘cello with separate scores for each instrument. There is also an 
intriguing 34 bar composition for piano – written at the same time – entitled The Spider 
and proudly signed ‘C M Wells’. 

Her first instrument was the ‘cello. She joined the Reading Youth Orchestra as a ‘cellist at 
the age of 10 or 11. By 1948 she was writing letters to home from Copenhagen, Cologne 
and Dusseldorf touring several times with the orchestra in a brave new Europe still finding 
its feet after the War. The orchestra clearly worked hard. In 1951 – when Christine would 
have been 14 – she played in 47 concerts in Berkshire in six weeks, often four concerts a 
day, and she was paid 35 shillings per concert. So, I think we can say that she became a 
professional musician in her early teens.	

I’m not wholly sure where Christine’s musical talent came from. Her father – my 
grandfather – was Ralph Wells, son of Sir William Wells, who was amongst other things 
founder of The College of Estate Management. The Wells’ side of the family produced a 
long line of surveyors, property professionals and town planners. Christine’s mother, 
Angela, was from the Fiennes family – I’m tempted to say dynasty – who produced, in 
contrast, a long line of writers, actors, film producers and a polar adventurer. Hardly a 
professional musician in sight.



Christine was certainly given much encouragement as a young ‘cellist and went up to 
London first to the Royal Academy of Music and then to the Royal College of Music, one 
diploma to teach and the other to perform. She also took an external Bachelor of Music 
degree at the University of Durham. 

In her teens, her mother had suggested that learning the organ might be beneficial 
because, and I quote “They are always short of organists at funerals”. And so, she took an 
organist’s post at 17 at a small church in Tilehurst and her organ career began. Christine 
was made a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists at only 22, examined by Herbert 
Howells and Harold Darke – a quite remarkable achievement.

Whilst in the reading room at Reading library she spotted an advertisement in the Bucks 
Free Press for an organist at Hambleden Parish Church. Her mother insisted she apply 
because – again in her words – “It was the village where all the Royals went!”. I think in 
actual fact, Princess Margaret had been spotted here once. 

Apply she did and I have the letter dated 8th April 1957 from Rector Wilfred Watts which 
reads “Dear Miss Wells, This is to inform you that the position of organist is offered to you 
at £100 per annum plus fees”. He had also returned the reference from her tutor at the 
Royal Academy of Music which, apart from singing her praises as a musician, noted, “At 
first you will probably find her to be a little shy, but this is often a great asset with a choir, 
and I am confident that when she gets to work with them she will gain their confidence 
and do good work”. I understand that in 1957 there was a little nervousness among 
parishioners that the Rector had appointed someone so young and a woman at that, but 
of course they need not have worried. She stayed for 67 years.

Christine lived in Henley in her 20s and combined her organist and choir duties with some 
teaching and working in the record department of Hammants which you may remember 
in Bell Street. No doubt because of this, surprisingly, Christine knew a lot more about pop 
music than you would have given her credit for. That’s not to say she liked it, but she could 
tell you who was, say, No. 5 in the charts in any given week. She was always very proud of 
the fact that one year in the mid-1960s she was awarded a bonus or prize by Hammants 
for overseeing exceptional record sales. I’m not sure anyone had the heart to tell her that 
what was making the till go in and out was probably The Beatles or The Rolling Stones 
rather than Christine’s sales and marketing skills! She taught generations of pupils at many 
schools in the area including Reading School, Reading Blue Coat School, the old Henley 
Grammar School, Wycombe High and Wycombe Abbey.

I read in one of the many anniversary commendations she received, that Christine has 
played the organ at over 2,000 weddings and perhaps not surprisingly, at the weddings of 
grandchildren where she had also played at the wedding of their grandparents. But it’s a 
matter of record that she would cheerfully agree to more unusual organ requests by the 
likes of Procol Harum, The Beatles, Elvis, the theme tune from Match of The Day and the 
Nintendo Gameboy signature. I like to think that nowhere else in the world has there been 
a transposition to church organ of Coldplay’s Fix You, but here in Hambleden. She wasn’t 
fazed either by playing the organ for TV, adverts and films, notably in The Vicar of Dibley, 



and with Eric Idle, Rowan Atkinson and also Catherine Zeta Jones in The Darling Buds of 
May. She was of course far too reserved to think of herself as the ‘Organist to the Stars’.

Hambleden Concerts were started by Christine in 1987 and ran for over thirty years. This 
church became a concert venue for professional soloists, choirs, chamber groups and 
orchestras. She persuaded musicians to come to Hambleden from all over the country 
and Europe including St Petersburg and Bulgaria, the administration of which was quite 
onerous (whilst clearing her house out, I found cupboards full of correspondence, 
programme notes, suggestions, bills and the occasional rejection). She seeded the 
concerts initially from her own funds, but they were well attended and often sold out. In 
rare years when they made a loss, she covered it from her own pocket. In years when they 
did well, all of the money went to the PCC. In time, she used her powers of persuasion to 
engage a series of backers as sponsors of the concerts and Hambleden Concerts became 
a much-loved part of this valley’s annual cycle.

In 2006 she took on Handel’s Messiah here, directing 45 singers and soloists and a 
professional orchestra led by violinist, and her lifelong friend, Susan Thompson. It was so 
good, so enjoyable, they did it all again in 2009.

Like us all, she was not good at everything. As indicated earlier she was shy and it could 
prove difficult to get to know her well. She was never one for small talk, unless it was 
about music. She was also a terrifying driver. When we sold her car last year it had the 
battle scars of driving around these narrow lanes at speed - front, back and both sides. 
My theory was always that she treated a car much like the organ because they both had 
pedals. In her car, the clutch was the acoustic bass and the accelerator the flute. The 
difficulty was that she never quite appreciated what the middle one was for!

There were things she loved other than music. Her cats! She had a succession of black 
cats, all named beginning with the letter Z. As I recall there was Zinzan, Zachariah and 
latterly, Zebulan. All from the bible, except Zinzan which is a street in Reading. And then 
sport. Christine could get glued to rugby, athletics, football and particularly tennis. She 
was a good tennis player and a member at the club here. She always entered the ballot 
for Wimbledon tickets via the club and often succeeded. I remember her taking me to the 
McEnroe / Connors final on a sweltering hot day and us both hoping that it would all be 
over soon. 

When you did know her well, her sense of humour could come to the fore. She often 
visited us in north Wales and I took her several times to the football to watch my team, 
Wrexham. On one occasion, we were sat amongst a particularly boisterous lot of 
Wrexham fans - seemingly not Christine’s thing at all – and the swearing was terrible. At 
half time I apologised for all the swearing and she simply leant over and said, “Don’t 
worry, I will just assume it’s Welsh”. Subsequently, she always looked out for Wrexham’s 
results and those of Reading and Wycombe Wanderers.

For many years since the 1950s Christine was an enthusiastic member of the Berkshire 
Organists Association, serving at times as secretary and as President. This gave her 
opportunities to share music with like-minded musicians and trips around the country to 



take turns in playing in the organ loft of vast cathedrals and abbeys, something she loved. 
Of course, her other great love was Bach, she chose all the music for her funeral and BOA 
member John Halsey, organist at Windsor parish church, played in Christine’s memory.

Two honours stand out in Christine’s life. In 2013 the 
parish nominated her to receive the Royal Maundy money 
from Her Majesty at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.  
And then in June of the same year, she received a letter  
from the Palace to say she 
had been awarded  the 
British Empire Medal for 

‘services to music and the community in Hambleden, 
Buckinghamshire’, presented by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire. Again, this was nominated by you here 
in this valley. She was thrilled and immensely proud. And 
I know you were proud of her too.

When the time came to hand over the organ keys and the baton to 
Jo in 2024 in her 67th year of service, Christine was honoured by 
the Diocese to be made Emeritus Organist here at a special service 
with Archdeacon Guy, a suitable tribute for all that she had 
contributed to the musical life of the Hambleden Valley. In all of 
those years she added wondrous music to the regular services, 
weddings, funerals, concerts, carol singing, midnight masses, open 
air services and choir visits to other places, always with her 
enthusiasm for doing things properly and to a high standard. 
She was always conscientious, kind and did everything with 
enormous integrity.

She spent her final two years at Chiltern Grange Care Home 
up at Stokenchurch and staff always commented to me on 
her unstintingly cheerful outlook and contentedness at 
having time to herself. This painting was done in the last 
couple of weeks of her life by another resident of the 
Home, Bert Wright. Christine last played the organ here in 
February. She had regular visitors at the Home, which she 
appreciated greatly. She passed away in the night of 17th 
April in her sleep, I hope dreaming of playing Bach.

When I visited Beaconsfield register office to register her 
death, the Registrar asked me what Christine’s occupation 
was. I said ‘musician’. The registrar answered, ‘presumably retired musician’. I said, no, 
she never really retired. 
Music was her life, right until the end. 

Andrew Wells
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CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2026

Pattern of Worship June 2026
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with 

Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays is at Turville.  Since we are short staffed while awaiting a new Associate Priest it may be that 
not all services will go ahead.  Please check our website  www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk 

for latest updates or  contact our administrator Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616   –  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query. 

Sunday Services

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden Medmenham Turville

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

31st May

10am Group 
Service

3pm Church 
Sandwich 

7th June

10am Group 
Service

3pm Church 
Sandwich

5th July

11am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

	
14th June

9am Holy 
Communion

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

10am Lay-led 
Morning Prayer

21st June

11am Village 
Service 

11am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

9.30am Holy 
Communion

28th June

6pm Evensong
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.
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chaotic, a little rushed, but with a wonderfully 
light ring of bells to ease everyone in. 
Then came  Cheriton, a picture-postcard 
Hampshire village with crystal-clear streams 
bubbling through it, where the whole team 
got to ring together and someone produced 
a frisbee. Thus began a theme that would 
define the entire day.
Old Alresford  followed, where the team 
rang call changes called by Theo in 
preparation for the looming contest — 
then more frisbee. Sensing a pattern yet?
Rather than piling back into cars, the group 
chose to walk into  New Alresford  along 
a beautiful chalk stream, passing the 
famous watercress beds that clever local 
farmers irrigated for generations using the 
crystal-clear water. Lovely scenery, good 
company, and the growing nerves of a 
contest approaching.
New Alresford was the contest tower, and 
this is where it gets really exciting.
The  Cygnets, ringing in their very 
first contest, came a brilliant  joint 8th 
place — a fantastic result for a team of 
beginners stepping up for the first time. 
But the headline news? The  Swans 
placed FIRST. First place. Winners. 
Champions. Again.
That’s back-to-back SEECON titles for 
Bucks & Berks Young Ringers.
Huge credit goes to  James, who 
conducted a flawless 120 changes of 
Plain Bob Doubles — and who deserves 
extra recognition because this will be 

at 11 o’clock as you enter Hambleden 
Parish Church. The size of the church 
and vase requires some serious structural 
arrangements. With her husband Rory, 
who died last Christmas Day, she tended 
an allotment at Coombe Terrace where 
purposefully she grew flowers destined for 
the Troughton vase all the year. Summer 
flowers were dried and used through the 
winter months. Ah - those were the days!

Alan Armstrong

Bucks & Berks Young Ringers Do 
It Again!

The South East England Contest 
(SEECON) came to Hampshire last 
weekend — and Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire’s young ringers absolutely 
smashed it.
Hosted by the Winchester and 
Portsmouth Guild young ringers’ team in 
the Winchester area, this year’s contest 
saw Bucks & Berks arrive as reigning 
champions with a point to prove — and 
two teams to prove it with.
The  Swans  (the more experienced 
method ringers) and the brand-
new  Cygnets  (making their contest 
debut ringing call changes) both turned up 
flying the county colours, accompanied by 
returning mascot Clapper — the swan who 
unites the two counties separated only by 
the River Thames — and this year, for the 
very first time, Clapper’s very own Cygnet 
mascot joined the team too.
The day kicked off in Basingstoke — a little 
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the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
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HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH

British farmers standing up against the 
industrial food system and transforming 
the way they produce food - to heal 
the soil, our health, restore biodiversity, 
sequester carbon and provide for local 
communities. The aims of the film are 
to sound the alarm on a broken system, 
but to also give hope that there is a 
way to fix it; to inspire farmers to adopt 
agroecological and regenerative farming 
practices; and to encourage consumers, 
food corporations and policymakers to 
support their efforts.
We are delighted to announce that 
following the film there will be a panel 
discussion with film director Claire 
Mackenzie and the group “Greener 
Henley” and they will be taking any 
questions from the audience.
Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OaJl0yQ7ufQ  
Doors open 6.30pm, programme begins 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.
Emily
Please join us on 19th October for 
this ravishing period drama Emily, 
rated 15. The film is the story of Emily 
Brontë (played by Emma Mackey). 
Haunted by the death of her mother, 
she struggles within the confines of her 
family life and yearns for artistic and 
personal freedom, and so begins a 
journey to channel her creative potential 
into one of the greatest novels of all 
time Wuthering Heights.
Trailer - https://www.imdb.com/title/
tt12374656/
Doors open 7pm, programme begins 

8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

FRIETH
Frieth School
Despite the torrential downpour at pick 
up on the first day of school, the term has 
got off to a positive start with the children 
‘Letting Their Light Shine’ as they always 
do!
Last term our pupils produced writing 
and Illustrations which were used to 
create a presentation book convincing 
Coca-Cola to being more responsible 
around recycling. I am thrilled to report 

Continued on page 21

bell doesn’t move itself.
The day ended at Easton, ringing a lovely 
light six with the Kent team — this time 
calling changes in Spanish. Because why 
not? (Apparently this group has previous 
form on this, having once rung by colours 
on a previous trip.) The local horses 
watched on from a nearby field, looking 
like they very much wanted to join in.
Massive thanks to all the adult helpers 
who drove everyone there and back, 
to coaches Peter and Simon, and to 
the Winchester and Portsmouth Young 
Ringers for hosting such a brilliant event. 
Bucks & Berks — champions 2025 and 
2026. See you next year. 

Theo Boughton

FRIETH
Frieth School
Netball
Another great win for the netball team. 
Please see below the write up from our 
player of the match, Tabby:

his last SEECON, as he ages out of the 
competition next year. He and teammates 
Sam, Becky, Jack, Raz and Charlie 
delivered a performance that earned 
every bit of applause they received. 
County-level achievement doesn’t get 
much bigger than this.
Between performances, the organisers 
had laid on a feast of activities. There 
were  three mini rings  to have a go on: 
one made from different-sized flower pots 
(genius), one professionally installed in 
someone’s actual garage complete with 
carpet, ceiling and pictures on the walls, 
and one out in the sunshine. There was a 
delicious lunch prepared by local ringers. 
And of course... frisbee.
After the results ceremony, the group had 
a very special treat: ringing at Winchester 
Cathedral. Fourteen bells. Three hundred 
and eight steps. A ringing chamber so vast 
it was almost hard to believe. The team 
rang Plain Hunt on eleven of the bells — 
no small challenge — and gave a well-
earned round of applause to the ringer 
who hauled the enormous tenor up. That 

HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH
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Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH

British farmers standing up against the 
industrial food system and transforming 
the way they produce food - to heal 
the soil, our health, restore biodiversity, 
sequester carbon and provide for local 
communities. The aims of the film are 
to sound the alarm on a broken system, 
but to also give hope that there is a 
way to fix it; to inspire farmers to adopt 
agroecological and regenerative farming 
practices; and to encourage consumers, 
food corporations and policymakers to 
support their efforts.
We are delighted to announce that 
following the film there will be a panel 
discussion with film director Claire 
Mackenzie and the group “Greener 
Henley” and they will be taking any 
questions from the audience.
Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OaJl0yQ7ufQ  
Doors open 6.30pm, programme begins 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.
Emily
Please join us on 19th October for 
this ravishing period drama Emily, 
rated 15. The film is the story of Emily 
Brontë (played by Emma Mackey). 
Haunted by the death of her mother, 
she struggles within the confines of her 
family life and yearns for artistic and 
personal freedom, and so begins a 
journey to channel her creative potential 
into one of the greatest novels of all 
time Wuthering Heights.
Trailer - https://www.imdb.com/title/
tt12374656/
Doors open 7pm, programme begins 

8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

FRIETH
Frieth School
Despite the torrential downpour at pick 
up on the first day of school, the term has 
got off to a positive start with the children 
‘Letting Their Light Shine’ as they always 
do!
Last term our pupils produced writing 
and Illustrations which were used to 
create a presentation book convincing 
Coca-Cola to being more responsible 
around recycling. I am thrilled to report 

Continued on page 21

How Do I Get Rid of 
Moths in My Rugs?
 Preventing moths is always easier than 
dealing with an infestation. Moth larvae, 
not the adult moths, are responsible for 
damage, feeding on the keratin found in silk 
& wool. They favour dark, undisturbed areas 
& are attracted by everyday debris such as 
dust, food crumbs, pet hair & skin cells.
 Regular care plays a vital role in 
prevention. Vacuum rugs frequently, 
including edges, fringes and—occasionally—
the back of the rug. Rotate rugs & lift those 

that sit under furniture so light & airflow 
can reach the fibres, making conditions less 
inviting for larvae. Keeping surrounding 
areas clean, especially skirting boards & 
corners, also reduces the risk, as moths 
often spread between nearby textiles.
 Despite good housekeeping, moths 
can still take hold, particularly in 
valuable Persian, Oriental & natural 
fibre contemporary rugs. In these cases, 
professional rug cleaning is the most effective 
solution. A specialist clean removes larvae, 
eggs & the embedded soiling that attracts 
them in the first place. Depending on the 
rug, this may include dusting, washing, 
controlled drying & the application of an 
approved moth-prevention treatment.
 Early professional intervention can 
stabilise damage & help ensure treasured 
rugs remain in use for decades to come.

Call Absolutely Fabulous 
today on 0330 111 4912
abfabrugcleaning.co.uk

P R O U D  M E M B E R S  O F
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W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk        office@tomalins.co.uk 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

Tomalins advert_128x36.indd   1Tomalins advert_128x36.indd   1 07/01/2021   15:1307/01/2021   15:13

20 21

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710 

Admin@denningmontessorischool.com



21

Hawks Class Trip: 
Hawks visited Oxford Castle and Prison 
to finish their history unit on crime and 
punishment. They had a great day, 
starting with a tour up to the top of a turret 
and around the prison, where they heard 
stories of real prisoners. They then took 
part in a workshop exploring the castle’s 
history and crime through the ages. Thank 
you to our lovely volunteers who joined 
them.

Owls Class Visitors
Owls Class have been learning all about 
people who help them, and they were very 
lucky to welcome two special visitors. The 
children met a soldier and a police officer, 
who talked to them about the important ways 
they help others in their jobs. The children 
absolutely loved hearing about their roles 
and the highlight of the visit was definitely 
getting to try on some of the uniforms! It was 
a brilliant hands on experience that brought 
their learning to life.

FRIETH

“On Tuesday, we played a netball match 
against St Paul’s. Our team showed 
excellent footwork and created plenty of 
space, leading to a 26–2 victory. Everyone 
scored at least two goals, and amazing 
sportsmanship was shown by both teams. 
Awesome match everyone!”	 Tabby

Football
Frieth put in a fantastic performance to 
secure their place in the semi-final of the 
Under-11s Cup. Despite a challenging 
pitch, the team stayed focused and 
worked hard throughout the match. Arron 
opened the scoring with an excellent 
strike, and the boys continued to build 
on their lead, finishing the game 3–1. A 
brilliant effort from the whole squad and 
a well-deserved result. Well done, Frieth!

Master Hedge-Layer & Arborist

www.Masterhedgelayer.com

Woodland management Qualified ArboristTraditional Hedgelaying

Contact: 07707 440900
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FRIETH AND NETTLEBED

taking place on Saturday 1st and Sunday 
2nd August 2026 at Nettlebed School — 
a wonderful weekend celebrating local 
creativity, talent, and a great slice of cake. 
Come along to enjoy a wide variety of 
artwork, handmade crafts, and exhibits 
from local artists and makers. Refreshments 
will be available, and everyone is warmly 
welcome to browse and maybe fall in love 
with a painting. 
We are also keen to welcome new local 
artists and craftspeople to exhibit their work 
this year. Whether you are an experienced 
exhibitor or showing your work for the first 
time, we would love to hear from you - 
please email Nettlebedas@gmail.com for 
more info and entry forms. 
Proceeds from the event will go  
towards supporting local charities and 
community causes. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Harriet Archer

Martin Gosling 
Headteacher

NETTLEBED
Calling local artists! The 
Nettlebed Art and Craft Show 
returns for 2026
We are delighted to announce the Annual 
Nettlebed Art and Craft show will be 

24 2524 25

Protecting your wealth and loved ones
• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

• By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and 
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. I 
learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and 
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      0781 0642 505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.

12 13

✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK
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NUBODI PILATES 
Changing the Way

Henley-on-Thames Moves

Nestled in the heart of Henley-on-Thames, Nubodi Pilates
is a boutique Reformer Pilates studio founded by

Carine Cowley and her daughter Lia.

Together, they deliver world-class Reformer Pilates in a
welcoming, nurturing environment for all abilities.

⭐ 5-Star Google Reviews | Henley-on-Thames | @nubodipilates | nubodi.co.uk

Scan to join the Nubodi Community

3 Classes £55
Private Session + 2 Classes £95

Personalised, expert-led Reformer Pilates
for strength, mobility, and confidence.
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ADVERTISEMENTS
North Cornwall,  
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. 
Family cottage with garden. 
Sleeps 6. Quiet  lane with footpath 
leading to huge sandy beach. 
Excellent surfing, walking golf. Very 
reasonable rents. Beck-Burridge 
01491 413171.
Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional cottage by 
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for 
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller 
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com
Salcombe, South Devon. Three 
bedroom cottage, recent refurb, 
stunning estuary views, quiet & 
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy 
access beaches/walks, holiday lets 
throughout year, 01491 577344.
Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, available 
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful 
location for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful panoramic views, 
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit  
www.thesmithymull.co.uk 
for more information.
Dairy Lane Dog Grooming. 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring, 
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 
4 Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 
01491 579442.  Member of British 
Dog Groomers Association and 

Pet Care Trust.
Do You Need Your Logs 
Stacking? If so then please contact 
Tom on 07866 683383.
Try Reflexology for 
Better sleep; improved memory; 
increased energy levels; sharper 
concentration; better immune 
system; ability to manage stress; 
better decision making and release 
of tension. All of us have some of 
these symptoms and a few sessions 
of Reflexology could help improve 
your daily life. I am AoR registered 
and practice in Henley - so please 
come and try - preferential rates 
offered to readers of this magazine 
- contact Vicky Lehaj on 07429 
151389 or email v.lehaj@gmail.com
Need your chimney sweeping 
or stove installed? If so, then 
please contact Terry - a member 
of the National Association of 
Chimney Sweeps with over 30 
years of experience working in 
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494 
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.
Tip Top Dog Training. 
Puppy School is held on Saturday 
mornings at Lane End Youth and 
Community Centre followed by Dog 
Club which is open to graduates 
of Puppy School or following 
1:2:1 assessment. 
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk 
07711 807109 
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.

Furnished 
Accommodation 
Management Services, 
by Pass the Keys (South 
Oxfordshire). Based in 
Henley-on-Thames, providing 
a fully managed service - listing 
creation and management, guest 
communication, cleaning and 
linen. Hassle-free high returns for 
landlords, second home owners 
or country estates looking to 
diversify. Reach out to Rachael 
07792 003333 to see how we can 
help, or email south-oxfordshire@
passthekeys.co.uk 

Rowlandscapes creative 
landscape gardening. Patios & 
paths, brickwork, planting & 
hedging, lawns, fencing, tree 
surgery. Telephone: 01844 351919 
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email: 
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com 
Website:  
www.rowlandscapes.com

The Stag & Huntsman 
Garage
Under new management.

For all your car services, MOTs and 
repairs. Pop in to see either Russell 
or Antonia or call 01491 877697. 
Website: 
www.stagandhuntsmangarage.com

2 3

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

22 232323

MEDMENHAM

‘Meet and Greet’ parties for newcomers; 
entered and won the Best Kept Village 
competition; and took part in the annual 
Village Fete. Madeleine devoted a huge 
amount of time to a church in Reading, 
where she was secretary for many years; 
and was very involved in my work, typing 
my books and articles, and accompanying 
me on overseas visits. The ‘Jewels in the 
Crown’, were five lecture tours which I 
gave in Japan. For Madeleine they fulfilled 
a lifelong ambition and she provided a 
combination of charm, elegance and tact 
which smoothed the path on a few tricky 
occasions. 
It was only at the onset of Madeleine’s 
cruel illness from about 2019 that the 
wonderful life at Olmeda lost some of its 
sparkle. Madeline died on 1st February 
2023, one day short of her 89th birthday. 
She often referred to the village and 
countryside as ‘Paradise’. She is buried 
in Medmenham Churchyard where I will 
eventually join her ending the remarkable 
saga of our earthly life in Medmenham.

Brian Bond

grieving relatives in the south.
I have only lately come to appreciate fully 
our amazing good fortune in the years 
1962 - 66. My father could not bear to live 
at Olmeda alone so he found alternative 
lodgings in the village and let the cottage 
to an anarchist family who transformed the 
dwelling into a shambolic hovel! He sadly 
put Olmeda up for sale at a very modest 
price but no one wanted it so it stayed 
empty for about a year. Then, in early 
1966, I was offered a lectureship in the 
newly-created Department of War Studies 
at King’s College, London. My father most 
generously gave us Olmeda completely 
free, and we arrived ‘home’. I had the 
career I coveted and Madeleine a home 
she would transform with remarkable skill 
and originality.
It might be enough to conclude here that 
‘we lived happily ever after’, but I should 
like to cover the remaining decades briefly. 
In the 1960s, 70s and 80s we played a 
prominent part in village life. We ran a 
whist drive and a series of winter lectures 
given by local residents. We began the 

CONTACT US!

YOUR LOCAL TYRE FITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.

	
  	
  

Skirmett	
  Village	
  Hall	
  
A	
  bright	
  lovely	
  hall	
  with	
  fully	
  equipped	
  kitchen	
  
in	
  the	
  Hambleden	
  Valley	
  available	
  for	
  
meetings,	
  workshops	
  classes	
  and	
  parties.	
  
Website:	
  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	
  For	
  bookings	
  
Contact	
  Mandy	
  Heller	
  01491 638355.	
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

10 11

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,  
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.
Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.

	
  	
  

Skirmett	
  Village	
  Hall	
  
A	
  bright	
  lovely	
  hall	
  with	
  fully	
  equipped	
  kitchen	
  
in	
  the	
  Hambleden	
  Valley	
  available	
  for	
  
meetings,	
  workshops	
  classes	
  and	
  parties.	
  
Website:	
  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	
  For	
  bookings	
  
Contact	
  Mandy	
  Heller	
  01491 638355.	
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND  
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:  
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller,  
01491 638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings: 

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF 
CHURCHES 

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,  
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com

Director of Music: Jo Hutchins 
07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com 

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,  
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769 
599616, hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle, 
07769 599616, 
 hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,  
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net 

Barney’s Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended 

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:  
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday 
of the month, Frieth Village Hall.  
Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:  
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)  
Churchwarden:  
Vacant

Village Hall Booking:  
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW) 

Churchwardens:  
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com   
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com 

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST) 

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:   
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586, 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com 

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last  
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.  
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Body Control Pilates Classes:  Village 
Hall, Wednesdays, 9:30am and 10:40am. 
Lauren Owen www.pilat-ease.co.uk 

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN) 

Churchwarden:  
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email 

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Bridge Club Barbara Pooley 
hambledenbridge@gmail.com

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:  
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge,  
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 01491 
577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,  
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF 
CHURCHES
Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,  
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton, 
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
Director of Music: Jo Hutchins  
07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com 
Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM, 
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net
Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor, 
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net
Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended
Hambleden Valley Garden Club: 
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday 
of the month, Frieth Village Hall. 
Clair Honnor 07773 387195
Website: 
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden: David Napier, 
01491 574230, 
david_napier@btopenworld.com
Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and 
Village Hall booking: 
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)
Churchwardens: 
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com  
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:  
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586, 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last 
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub. 
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden: Jill Steward 
01491 571320 
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden: Sharon Smith  
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 – 4.30 
Frances Cugnoni,  01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:  
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge, 
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com
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Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND  
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:  
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller,  
01491 638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings: 

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

MEDMENHAM  
(ST PETER AND ST PAUL) 

Churchwarden:   
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and  
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:   
medmenhamnews@icloud.com 

SKIRMETT 

Village Hall Bookings:  
Bookings via the website: 
skirmettvillagehall.org 
Other enquiries: 
skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

 

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN) 

Churchwarden:  
Vacant 

Bell Ringing: Wed practice,  
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com 

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk 

Reformer and Matwork: Pilates Studio, 
Private and semi-private sessions available, 
weekdays.  
Lauren Owen www.pilat-ease.co.uk 

TURVILLE NORTHEND 

Village Hall Bookings:  
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm 
smfaragher@fastmail.fm 

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Body Control Pilates Classes: : Village 
Hall, Mondays, 12noon. Lauren Owen  
www.pilat-ease.co.uk

Parish Council Contacts 

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk 

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com 

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail. 
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details 

Editor: Penny McLeish,  
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com 

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors:  
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;  
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064; 
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Rodney Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403. 

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 
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D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

2928

. .

01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.
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Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk

0421001 Landscape ad 130x190 v1.indd   10421001 Landscape ad 130x190 v1.indd   1 22/04/2021   21:4322/04/2021   21:43

CCE007

T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

CCE007

T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount, 
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs. 

Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

2928

D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162
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• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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Carpet, Upholstery, Leather,  Modern & Oriental Rugs, Curtains, Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring, 
Anti-Allergen Treatment, Specialist Stain Removal, Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker 35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 / 344735  M: 07866 376934  E: jjjp@uwclub.net

www.extremecleancouk.com

Carpet, Upholstery, Leather
Modern & Oriental Rugs

Curtains
Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring

Anti-Allergen Treatment
Specialist Stain Removal
Wood Floor Refinishing
End of Tenancy Cleans
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D E S I G N  H O M E  D E C O R AT O R S
| KITCHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

    

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341  Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk
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Telephone
01491 574644

Established
1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 36 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden

Henley-on-Thames • Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140

candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way

Tel: 01753 891892

Farnham Common
4 The Broadway

Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe
891 London Road
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21-23 Little Marlow Road

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Head Office  Flackwell Heath 
24 White Pit Lane
Tel: 01494 952288

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

20 21

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk        office@tomalins.co.uk 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG
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D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

2928

. .

01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.

18 19

Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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Under New
OWNERSHIP

@stagandhuntsmangarage

FOLLOW US

Batteries | Brakes | Diagnostics | MOT’s
Oil Changes | Tyres | Servicing & More!

The Stag & Huntsman garage is an independent garage located in
the picturesque Hambleden Valley, with over 15 years of

experience in the automotive industry offering a range of services.

Monday - Friday  | 8am - 5pm
OPENING TIMES

CO
N

TACT U
S TO

D
A

Y FO
R

 A
 Q

U
O

TE!

Hambleden, RG9 6RP | 01491 877697
www.stagandhuntsmangarage.com | info@stagandhuntsmangarage.com 



When it matters most, put your 
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine

01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property


